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250 THE ARMIES OF LABOR

mines, factories, and other places of employment

are now minutely inspected, and innumerable sani-

tary and safety provisions are enforced. A work-

man's compensation law removes from the em-

ployee's mind his anxiety for the fate of his family

if he should be disabled. The labor contract, long

extolled as the segis of economic liberty, is no longer

free from state vigilance. The time and method

of paying wages are ordered by the State, and in

certain industries the hours of labor are fixed by

law. Women and children are the special proteges

ot this new State, and great care is taken that they

shall be engaged only in employment suitable to

their strength and under an environment that will

not ruin their health.

The growing social control of the individual is

significant, for it is not only the immediate condi-

tions of labor that have come under public sur-

veillance. Where and how the workman lives is no

longer a matter of indifference to the public, nor

what sort of schooling his children get, what games

they play, and what motion pictures they see. The

city, in cooperation with the State, now provides

nurses, dentists, oculists, and surgeons, as well as

teachers for the children. This local paternalism

increases yearly in its solicitude and receives the
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