
4 JEFFERSON AND HIS COLLEAGUES

conducted to the Vice-President's chair, while thai

debonair man of the world took a seat on his right

with easy grace. On Mr. Jefferson's left sat Chief

Justice John Marshall, a "tall, lax, lounging Vir-

ginian," with black eyes peering out from his

swarthy countenance. There is a dramatic quality

in this scene of the President-to-be seated between
two men who are to cause him more vexation of

spirit than any others in public life. Burr, bril-

liant, gifted, ambitious, and profligate; Marshall,

temperamentally and by conviction opposed to the

principles which seemed to have triumphed in the

election of this radical Virginian, to whom indeed

he had a deep-seatec' aversion. After a short

pause, Mr. Jefferson rose and read his Inaugural

Address in a tone so low that it could be heard by
only a few in the crowded chamber.

Those who expected to hear revolutionary doc-

trines must have been surprised by the studied

moderation of this address. There was not a Fed-
eralist within hearing of Jefferson's voice who could

not have subscribed to all the articles in this pro-

fession of political faith. "Equal and exact justice

to all men" — "a jealous care of tl right of elec-

tion by the people"— "absolute acquiescence in

the decisions of the majority" — "the supremacy


