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BY JENN BECK
THAPPENED AT the Flamingo,

onaThursday night. The weather
outside was frightful, but Ujamaa
was slated to play, so the crowd
made the sacrifice of initial misery
versus eventual elation. The wind
was blowing people down the stairs
all touchy and granular and self-ab-
sorbed, and at the door they stamped
hands with little blue unhappy faces.

MUSIC
Ujamaa
Flamingo

Inside, everyone indulged in their
favourite bar-tic: checking for the
hundredth time to see if their coat
was being ashed on, pulling down
whatever piece of clothing was too
short, or checking their wallet to
consider the ratio of beer to food
tomorrow or cab-fare home.

A hush fell over the crowd. Once
we'd wiped it off, the multicoloured
wash of the gel-capped stage lights
lulled us into tidal, swaying, rapt
attention.

The music pulsed out tangibly,
and was so busy being absorbed by
our sternums that it bypassed less
direct auditory canals. The beat syn-
copated our hearts to the accentu-
ated throb-give, throb-give of hope
promised and denied, and I could
have swomn | saw the lost flicker of a
lighter or two raised in a gesture too
high for practicality.

Everyone started dancing in that
curious slow-motion, underwater
crabwalk thar reggae habitually in-
spires, their focuses as inwardly di-
rected as their centres of gravity. As
ifhypnotised, atable of womenaban-
doned their coats and purses to fate
and carried their full drinks to the
dance floor, where they swooned as
gracefully as anemones and never
spilled a drop. Everyone moved with
buoyancy, as if their hearts were inef-
fably light but lead weights were ran-
domly artached to their joints as bal-
last.

Reggae lendsitself togrand, sweep-
ing bodily gestures that drift and waft
away before they are completed; the

SUN & FUN

OUAREAU, girls' private
camp in the Laurentians, is
hiring counselling/Sports
Staff etc. Swim sail Canoe
windsurf, tennis crafts, etc.

Bilingual Program
great English / French
experience Send resume:
Madelene Allen
29 Summer Street
Lennoxville, Que.,
JIM 1G4
tel.fax: (819) 562-9641

SECOND ANNUAL

DSU CHARITY BALL

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE
METRO FOOD BANK SOCIETY

Saturday, February 8, 1992

Mclinnes Room
Dal Student Union Building

Bring

Cocktails 7 'p.m.

Dmner 8p m.

Dance 9 _1am.
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Tickets available at the

Enquiry Desk, SUB

Students: $20/Single
$35/Couple

Staﬁ and Faculty $50/C0uple

Dress F ()rmal
Entertainment by The Champagnes
a can of food for an extra chance at a door prize
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Grand Door Prize: Trip for two anywhere
Canadian Airlines International flies in Canada

Second Prize: Weekend for two at the Halifax Hilton

maestro of these is Kwame Dawes,
Ujamaa’s lead vocalist. He shuffled
above the bobbing mass of dancers
with lyrics pouring from his impossi-
bly relaxed stage presence, fronting a
six-person band that functioned as a
complete, compact unit. The mate-
rial performed was all original and
wonderful, and is available on
Ujamaa's debut recording Chokota.

Chokota is an impressive first re-
lease, filled with songs tried and rested
ontheclubscene: Thave warm memo-
ries of listening spellbound to “Bur-
dens”and “Rain” some time last win-
ter when the weather was trying to
prohibit my good time.

The more [ listen to this produc-
tion the better it gets. My favourite
tracks are still the ones | remember
from the live performances, but the
unfamiliar tunes are infectiously good
reggae. “Different Style,” for instance,
is a strong dance track with a great
hook, featuring Mike Doherty as prin-
cipal vocalist.

“Burdens” simply must be heard
and listened to carefully, because the
angry lyrics belie the sun-shiny reg-
gaesound. [nterspersed between dark
“Burdens” and politically painful “Mr.
Lazarus,” the whimsy of “Rain” is
refreshing and vivifying. “Version
World” wraps up the album with a
complex lyric and a haunting sound.
Altogether, Ujamaa is a wild ride
that must be experienced to be truly
appreciated, but the new release
Chokota comes as close to live action
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as inert substances can get.
ST SMITH
CORONR
PERSONAL

COMPUTER
PC 320/3865X

$1895
SAVE
$250.00
OR
$79.00
MONTH
+ 386SX - 20 mhz.
+ 1 MB RAM (expand to 8 MB)
» 40 MB Hard Drive (.17 ms
Access)
+5 1/4 And 3 1/2 High Density Drive
+ 101 AT Keyboard (click touch)
* 14" VGA COLOUR MONITOR
+MS-D0OS 5.0
+MS-WORKS 2.0
+ + other software included
+1(800) TOLL FREE SUPPORT
+ 1 Year on site service

Also PC 220 286 - 16 mhz
1495 Save $250.00
STUDENT LEASE FROM
$64.75 MONTH (x36)
all taxes included!
SEE OUR COMPLETE LINE
OF CANON BUBBLE JET
PRINTERS AND ACER
COMPUTERS

CENTURY COMPUTER

2772 ROBIE ST. 454 - 5515 |




