Lex kicks

political football

By COLLEEN MACKEY

ALEX GIGEROFF, DAL-
housie Student Union (DSU)
president, says the outstanding
issue of the student union
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elecions is the creation of a
““viable football team at
Dalhousie.” Gigeroff regrets that
he and Rusty James, DSU vice
president, were unable to see the
establishment of a football team
before the end of their term.

Tuesday & Thursday Night
OPEN MIKE

Saturday Afternoon
Theo & The Classifieds

Watch For:
Mark Raven

Dave MacPherson
Kevin Roach Band
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Where friends join for local
Hollis at Morris Street
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“Seriously though,” says
Gigeroff, “‘the big one (issue) is
the university’s budget and
cutbacks.” Gigeroff says the issue
is whether the university is going
to make tough choices.

He expects student housing to
continue to be an issue along
with summer employment for
students, and changes in student
aid.

“Summer employment will be
as bad, if not worse,"" he says. “It
will be most interesting to see

what changes are made to the
student aid programme, if any,
due to the impact of the further
restraints that the government
talks about."”

Gigeroff expresses concern
about the overall quality of
education.

“I think we'll see less and less
funding,” says Gigerolf. “The
most important thing is the
report of the Royal Commission
on education. It may change the
nature of post secondary
education as we know it."”

Hurry...

100 men’s leather jackets must go
30%-50% off

Tannery Shop & Restaurants
5472 Spring Garden Rd., Halifax

® layaways

@® major cards accepted
@® new arrivals not included
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SALE
CONTINUES!

Bargain Prices on a

Huge Selection of Merchandise

—New Items Added Daily—

—Prices So Low, You Can’t Afford Not To Go!—
DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY BOOKSTORE
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P.S.: We have records on sale too!
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Government
cuts may close
women'’s
centre

By WENDY COOMBER

HALIFAX MAY LOSE ITS
only women's centre and service
agency to government cutbacks
by the end of this month.

['he Women's Information
Resource and Referral Service
(W.ILR.R.S.) has been refused a
crucial operating grant and will
officially close its doors March 29,
1985

“W.I.RR.S

financially \[|.||)})l‘d,” SAVS HS CO-
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ordinator, Carol Wambaoldt, “but
it's never been in dhe financal eri-
sis 1t's in now."”

['he agency has depended on
government grants Lo k('t’[) IHrun-
ning since 1t opened in 1982, but
since last December it has been
operating on money raised by
W.LR.R.S. itsell. Lack of funds
has already forced Wamboldt to
work without staff, cutting down
on community workshops and
committee work that were once
part ol her job.

Before W.ILR.R.S. opened its
(II’NH‘.\. H['I\i(('ﬁ O women were
provided out of the now defunct
A Woman's Place which was
opened with the help of the
YWCA during International
Women's Year. The agency now
operates from a room in Veith
House, providing a small
resource library and giving coun-
selling and referrals to women on
issues  ranging from sexual
assault to housing.

“The other things that happen
to women's service,” she says,
“besides running out of money, is
the demoralization of the other
(women'’s) services."

“You're so geared into (find-
ing) funding that you stop being
a service provider and become
employed 1o keep vourself
emploved,” savs Wamboldt,

Wamboldt says she was sure
W.LR.R.S. would have received
at least two other grants, but the
CEIC grant was withheld.

Wamboldt says they would
only tell her it was because of
“economic restraint.”

“The elections are over,"” she
says cynically. “They've got
another four vears to fool around
and convince people they're con-
cerned about women's issues. In
1988 you'll see another surge of
interest in women’s services.”

Every agency in the city, she
says, 1s dependent upon the other
and W.LR.R.S.'s closing will
create a void which the others will
have to deal with,

Some of W.ILLR.R.S.'s clients
are trying to lobby the govern-
ment to provide the necessary
funding to keep the agency afloal
but Wamboldt is pessimistic.

“With the bad economy, there's
a subtle wish to get women back
into the kitchen," she says. “The
irony is that this is the end of the
official decade of women, and
this is how we are treated.”




