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CCMMUNITY
AND CULTURE

Addvess by
Prof. Arthur L. Phelps

If I attempted tonight to build up
with finality a definition of either
of the important words in my title,
I should be in hard trouble. As a
working expedient, by Community
I am going to mean simply & group
of persons whoae togetherness
makes it natural and easy for them
to be aware of one anctner and
aware of being mutvaily condition-
ed. Yonr own Fredericton or your
own Maritimes may be examples.
By culture I don’t mean a monocle
with a drawl, I mean the sum total
of elements, hereditary and envir-

onmentgl, from the past and in the |
present, which make a particular |

way of life an instrument of satis-
faction and self-perpetuation for any
group. Our Indians for instance are
a disintegrating society bhecause
they have lost their culture pattern.

r'a Bike to vegin very simply and
frankly.

We in the rest of Canada (which
by the way, whetker you iike it or
not, is your Canada) think of you in
the Maritimes as a community set
apart, peculiarly conditioned and
isolated in mutualnees. You your-
selves | am teld like to presarve
Community deferentiaticne among
ycurselves. A Nova Scotian | am
told is insulted if calied a Mari-
timer; he feels he is not being suf-
ficiently dissociated from New
Brurswick. 1 am further tcld that
to suggest to an Islander that he ie
anything other than an Islander iz
to besmirch his reputation. ! don’t
know whether New Brumwlcku"s
are jealously proud of New Bruns-
wick and nothing eise or not. That
would be sad if true.

In cther words you Kksow the
meaning ¢f Community. yon have
vour ewn definitions for vourselves.
1 suspect that some of you aro old
enouvgh sifll to be able to charac-
terize a place called Canada. I sus-
pect you could describe Ontario
rather vividly: and some of you
have meanings for an entity called
Quebec. I should be surprised to
learn that any of you know or care
very much about a drab and dubious
area west of the Great Lakes known
as the Prairie West or about a losat
proviuce beyond the mountains.
You live here environed by the sea
and are mostly conscious of your-
selves and, perhaps now and then,
if it’s a maiter of potsatoes, apples
and fish, of the Vankees.

1 am having, as you see, 8 bit of
fun with you and with myself. Iam
gisplaying my rashness and per-
flaps my ignorance aad giving you
a chance to laugh at me — or witk
me.

But honoured by this occasion as
| am, | can, with reai delight, point
out the positive tribute underlying
this foolary. You are yourselves
You possess traditions which hon-
our you and made the rawer parts
of Canada, n some moods, envy you.
History has made itsel rich reallty
here. Behind closed doors, on yorr
streats, along vous coasts, deep in
your woods and beside your flashing
rivers, in your ways of talking and
yeur ways of thinking, is a life, a
way of life and a culture, If you like.
“Your eommunities have bred it and
your communities preserve it. This
Campue with its history and its
sharacter is nrie of your symbols.

Even before I argue it, I think my

point 18 clear: a conmunity and its'

cultuve, living and expanding, or
fading and withering, is a vital and
interesting phenocmenon.

I remembar cnce, years ago, in
England, T came to the door of a
Yittle old lady in a vine and rose
covered cottage behind a low wall
She spke of the brees which were
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beginning to establigk their mesh-| But when we talk today of the in-

work of scheduled runs over the
face of England. “'But they don’t :i“"’" SR DANERGH I S
come within two miles of me yet. on or amelioration of these cul-
sir,” the little o)d lady sald. She|tires wa need rot assume we wit-
was half atraid ana half excited over | ness the deeth of human culture
the threatened invasion of her cal-| taken in this sense; we may only be
ture. As I had tea with her, breath- | $0ing on info the new conditions
ing the breath of Bpglisk roses, 1!and patterns of a nsw kind of self-
knew what that culture meant to|Dreserving and selfjustifylog life
her. for humans, There is the culture
On one occasion Merrili Denison, of the jack-knife whittler in the sun.
on his way to the Middle West, stop- | But_there is &lso the culture of the
ped off at a lumber camp. He want- | modern muchinist ot his lathe,
ed to hear the stories, the songs and | preudly solicitous for his nice exacti-
turns of speech. He was an honest | tudes. ~There may be the self-pre-
mixer and he would have absorbed | Serving culture of nuclear energy.
without condescension. But they| Whatever its signiticance and its
were all listening to Rose Marle on |effect, however, the process of
the radio from New York. Some-|charge and adaption - goes on. It
body had brought a radio into the|may disturb or frighten:us but we
camp and poor Merrill was heart-|can’t stop it. New modes of travel,
broken. new modes of communication are
There is what may be called an getting in their work. Some of us fear
axe-handle, a plovgh-handle, a rose | the standardizatalon which seems
cottage culture. There is that whole | to be involved; every “the world
complex of skills and values which |Qver may be going to buy United
lies wbout and in & man when, with | States radies for instance. We de-
arm omstretched, he casts his eye [plore the collapse of weak culrures
along A newly emoothed axehelve or | OF delicate vulnerable cultures un-
when he feels the siiky roundness of | der the life of the stranger and the
pleugh handles or the running line | stronger. We wonéer, for instance,
of a net in his controlling grip. At|What the gain or loss may be as the

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1947.

in adjustment to a self-preserving
and agreeable way of life. I suppose
it's all a matter of learning how to

adapt ourselves amid new forces
and Influences. I suppose we shall
call our adjustment, if we can imake
it, our new Atomic Culture.

If you glimpse at ail where I am
going in this *alk about community
and culture you will devide with me
thay there ere strong impiications
for us as Canadiaus. 3

I teased you a bit af. {Le beginning
over your owwu isolationism. Can-
ada is made up of pockets and sub-
pockets of communities and cul-
tures too weak to be self-sustaining
and too unimaginitive to co-operate
in new syntheses. OQur Dominion-
Provineial relations problem with
its multiple facets is one example;
our major duality of race, language
and religion anotber.

But J did not accept your gracious
invitation in order to be negative.
It is the positive side of Canada’s
challenge in this fime of shock and
change which inferests me most.

i think some day the historians
wii! teli cur children’s children how
momentous were those hours. |
think it's both a great game and =

such a moment, in the process of United States gives up isolationism i great duty for those of us ailve now
his functior. and the use of his skill, | for & possible business imperialism. |to try to comprehend what is hap-
man and community are one. Man, | Al Anglo-U. S. fusion could mean |pening and to take up our responsi-

his epvironment apd iis processes, | the breakdown of at least one sov-
mutually fuifill themselves ic a self | ereignty. It could be a step to
preserving activity on behali of an j Wards an ultimate world soclety, to-
agreeable life. wards the culture of world commun-
Think for a moment of gne ot our | ity if used constructively witk mag-
typical Cutario hemlet comnmnities | nanimity and usefulness. Amo
i know such a one. 'Thera arm the |concerned and serfons minds. of.
seasnnai processes. There are the;Cceurse, the oply safeguard for the
recurring harvests—the berry, the i process lies in a developed senae of
nut, the ice, the maple sugar, the brotherbood, of human cormunity,
muskrat fur Larvests: and along|and in co-operation mcre and more
with these the recurring harvest of | extended vathor thar in the per-
the fields. The rhyttm of all this|petuation cfthe idea of mastary aad
and man’s satisfaction in his agjust- | exploitation. 3
ment to that rhythm makes for a But the fact is thai whenever we
way of life, selt-contained and some- | are aware of it we are disturbed and i
times rich. frightened by this breakdown of
I am sure you know what I mean parochial  seli-suificiency. The
by this talk of group and regions as breakdown seems to taka away the
cultures. We tatk of French-Cana-|only society and pattern we know

| dian caiture. Someone has suggest- | through which we think we can pre-

ed, rightly or wrongly, there is a cul- | Serve ourselves agreeably and
ture in the farm fradition of On-|leaves us withovt sure substitutes.

tario. Thers are what we cail back.| Our trouble is, | think, that we are
ward cultures concerning which the | literally “between two worlds, one
statisticians tel: us that the infant pdead, the other waiting to be born.”
mortality rate is high er the percent- $n truth the only self-preserving so-
age of illiteracy high. Our schoo!|slety now possible to us ix a world
beoks have told us about the Roman | seciety. but our technical and imag-
way and the Greck mind. We had | inative adjustments are not develop-
an example — a tragic one — of ed. W= have no pattern, no estab-

what someene cailed the Singapore | lished custom, no scheme of seif-|.

mind, and anytime nowadays youw|preserving and self-justifying re-
may have a rash soul suggesting jationships for the new order of
that there is a Canadian mind. All|things, nc way of keeping the best
these in one way or another are|of the oid and going on under the
examples of isolated ways of be.‘ new inevitabie cenditions. It 18 not
havior, ways of being,—of develeped | yet a new order. We have no estab-
techniques. within an ares for the|l!ished technigues for making self-|
agreealbile preservation of a gociety preservation cn the new scale agree-
within itself in terms of the means |able and probahie.
availaile. The Lunenburg fisher- All_thia brings me to my  poiat
men on our Bast Coast have their|agaln._ The phenomenon of com-
way of lite; the Gaspe fishermen munities and their culture, iving, or
tMeirs: the meu and women who de- | threatened and disintegrating, is
pené on the New Brunswick pulp|our peculiar and pressing business
and lumber weods theirs. There is,|as thinking and fecling humans in
I suppose, what might be called a|todayfs world. Today fate bas given |
horse-racing culture in Prince Ed-|us nuclear energy and the atomic
ward Island, bomb and we face unbelievable
But today we face all over the change. The iilustrations can be in
world the invasion of coramunitiea|simple terms if you like. Once in
and the broak-of cuitures. Very |times past we' gave the natives
vary many years ago as a boy, again | whisky and guns aud syphdiis, and
in Engiand, | purchased a smali|we changed them. Work out techni-
packet in a penny slot machine. It;Ques for the universal distribution
was yum with careful instructions of tne funnies, suG you have psy-
as ©o its use: It must, the littlo red|chiatrists and mothers huddling in
wrapper sald. be masticated son- | crawing-rooms at troubled jittle pri-
tinuously, hut undar ne 4frotm-| vate meetings and even fathers and
stances swallowed. That was the]Brook Chishaim wondering what in
Amepican Invasion. That was the)the world is happeving to us.
beginning mark for a change in Eng-| My peint Is that in the sonse that
{ish culturs. There is n straight;l have been using the word cultures
road between that episode and the|change and now cultures cmerge. I
foan which today has seemed to pux] think we are on the edge of a worid
John Bull's Britain a purchaee In enlture to vigse to meet it. We face
Uncle 8am’s American pocket. a wholly new environment. problem

bilities as we see them in our own
Canadian terms. Remember our
history and leok at cur geography.
We art a great world citadel of Ro-
man Caotholicism. We are pressed
upon to the point of being over-
whelmed by Americanism. We are
caught in the processes which are
inevitably changirg one of the
world's grear !mperialisms. The
mightiy Russian experiment is on
cur Northern borders. We are not

‘only physically at the cross-roads of

the world. Ideologically, we are at
the very vortex of vur contemporary
human tension, We performed what
we cailed our war effort. We have
besome a big business concern. Our
young people have gone to the far
places of the world and come home
again. Lifted from their localities,
they have aiso criss-crossed their
own country and made discoveries.
They have slipped back now to thelr
home places and laid their uniforms
aside and they wonder about them-
selves and the Canada they find.

We who are older worder too. We
wonder if we have a community and
if there can be discovered therein
a self-preservating culture. .
1If we are Lewildered I think
there are a few things wkich. if
seen ciearly, will at least suggest
what is happeniug. ‘

Canadian bistory and Canadian
gengraphy for instance, are more
significant and operative in this ac-
celerated worid thar ever helore.
his means for us, a¥ I have said.
close contact with the four great
yowers most obviously conditioning
the werld. !

1f I were to offer, not a definition,
hut a working description of an alert
Canadian citlzen just now, 1 could
say he is one (man or woman) in-
creasingly aware of being North

Amerjean in the Continental sense |

withiout being American in the Na-
tional sense. That suggests the di-
minution of mtdification of the Brit-
ish tradition and recognises the fact
of this continent as Canada's inevit-
able busls. )

{n other words, we &re just now,—
jeaving Rome and Russia as shaping
influences aside,—in the procase of
reviewing simultaneously and fresh-
ly our British tradition and our
American environment. Somebody
tells us, for instarce, we ars an in-
dependent nation row: Look at our
armed forces and our growling trade.
A* that wa look wryly, not Eas
across the Atlantic, but South over
tige invisible  line: Then sormebody
tell us that, whatever our material
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achievement we have no centred
community of feeling, nc national
essence, no culture; we look then at
our raclal and linguistic diversitiss
and wonder if the British tradition,
misused, has stupified us.

1 should like to look at these two
things for a little while, the British
tradition and our American environ-
ment, if you will bear with me.

Take first the fact of the British
tradition among us. Thera are some
to agree that the tradition is beirg
rapidly corroded and disintegraated
in our midst. Proof is alloged to lie
in the way the United Empire Loyal-
ist legend is being re-interpreted; in
the way the Daughters of the Em-
pire cuit and the Navy lL.eague pro-
paganda is being smilad at, in the
way in which sundry lecturers pere-
grinating among s to save the Em-
pire from the lesser breeds, are
understood.

For me there is no cause for con-
cern ir all thig iife. The true operat-
ing force of the British tradition am-
ong us ig not in the custedy of any of
the organizations of persons men-
tioned. The true polency lies deep-
er and has a much subtler emana-
tion.

But there is a queerthing sbout
the British tradition as 1 see (it
operative. It works, I think, & good

a boy in Thessaly. Yeats, you know,
once said that he never contempiat-
ed some great event in the world’s
story and a momentous acecmpiisi-
ment ia a great legislature witkout
thinking that perhaps it all hap-
pened becauss of somathing that a
boy piped in Thessaly.

Frencis Thompson suggested this
inirepenctrability ot ail things in his
way when' he said

“1 do think my tread

Touching the daisies in the
meadow grass

Flickers the unwithering stars”

The British tradition works
among us because Burns wrote “A
Man’s a '‘M#n for 'a That", because
Keats wrote “An Ode to the Night-
Ingale”, and Shelly “An Ode to the
West Wind,” because British His-
tory is well taught in our scheols,
because ro serious student leaves
the major courses in our Universi-
ties without making contact with
19th  Century = British thought
through Carlyle, Mill, Arnold, Rus-
kin, Butler, Morrie, Shaw. Under-
iying all theee is of course Shake-
pears and Milton and the whole
range of English poetry. Ail that
material, the hard clear deposit of
the BEritish mind, Is bred inte the
Canadian. mind. "It i literally the®
focd of the schools. It helps to
make us what we are and it comes
out in sur politics, our courts of law.
their atmosphere and procosses, in
our social behaviour, and religicn,
our economic ‘theory.. | think the
teaching of British history and lit-
epature in our schools and Universi-
ties has fed us-on the British tradi-
tion. -3

But I think there is a curicus foot-
note to be added. ' I think the result
of the influence on the: Canadian
mind is to refine and idealize that
British tradition for us—indeed per-
heps to make us a little romantic
and unrealistic about it.

1t is a fect, isn't it, that the Cana-
dian i8 often ronsidered embarras-
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1y idealistic and romantic about the
beanty of British life and tradition.
Ask a Frenchmar. Indeed, one might
sometimes ask a Scot, particularly
when British tradition is defined
too narrowly as English tradition.
Ask a contemporary Scoich nation-
alist to comment on .ho average Ca-
nadian’s concept of Bonnie Scotland
as created by Barry and K Bobhby
Burns, a,land of simple living and
high thinking unhurt by malnutri-
tion, thwarted Industry, and in many

(Continued on Page Hight)

\doul like that something piped by




