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German city, provided it can sbow evidence of
solvency. The purcbase of lands by a city is gener-
ally looked upon as good business. Frank fort
owns 12,800 acres of land insidè tbe corporation,
wbich is over 50 per cent. of the whole, and 3,800
acres outside, a total of 16,600 acres. Breslau owns
12,800 acres; Cologne, 10,000; Munichi, 13,600;
Strassburg, 12,000; while Berlin owns 39,000 acres.
Mannheim owns over balf tbe land within tbe cor-
poration limnits.

The benefits of large ownersbip of land by cities
are obvious.

1. It enables the authorities to lay ont tbe city
to the best advantage, and to make plans for its
future developmexit as well as for present needs.-

2. It miakes it possible to keep factories togetber
in fixed localities.

3. It aids tbe city in the making of niew streets
and in tbe control of buildings and building sites,
and avoids conflict with non-progressive interests.

4. It enables councils to makec their cities comn-
fortable for residenits, beauitifuil for visitors, and
attractive to ontsiders, who May think of establish-
ing large business ixterests there.

5It tends to put a check upon land speculation.
It would be idle to suppose that tbere is no specula-
tion ini land in German cities, but it does not obtaixi
to anything like the saine extent as on this con-
tinent. German municipal auithorities are keenly
on the look-out for lands that mnay be needed to
provide for the increase of population, and buy
themn in the open market. The writer asked tbe
head of the assessment departmexit ini Munichi wbat
would happen if he were to outbid the city for a

block of land tbat might soon be taken into the
corporation. His answer was to the effect that tbe
buyer miglit as well, for any gain be was likely to
make ont of it, dig a grave and bury himself in it;
for tbe city would not allow streets to be made,
or light, water, or sewerage to be supplied, until
the owner was ready to selI the land to the city.

6. But probably the stroxigest argumenit for %i-uni-
cipal owiiership of lanad is tbat the unearned in-
cremnent accrues to the whole population, and
eventually to the benefit of the tax-payer. If only
a portion of the profits made in the last four or five
years by individuals, in snbdividing lands and sell-
ing building lots, in our Canadian towns and cities,
bad gone into the municipal treasuries, our tax-
bills wonld be lower, and our social unrest less
active. Tbere can be no doubt tbat the increase
in weaith of tbe Gerjnan cities during tbe last
quarter of a century bas been to a very consider-
able extent due to tbeir poîicy of purcbasing large
tracts of land, and pntting the rentais and the profit
upon sales, as tbey occurred, ixito tbe public
treasury. The general wealth of the German towns
and cities is astonishing. 0f course, rnany of them
have owiied tbeir lands for cenituries, anid sonme
have had estates bequeathed to them. But it is a
very remarkable evidence of prudent management
that in one tbousand five hundred municipalities
no local taxes are levied. The public revenues
cover ail the yearly expenses. In several bundred
places tbe revenues so far exceed the annual ex-
penditures tbat tbose wbo wonld ordinarily pay
taxes receive fromn the municipalities yearly divi-
dends of fromn two bundred to four hundred marks.

approached him. Mr. Nesbitt is a composite mass
of peculiaritiesý; one of themn takes the formi of a
red carnation. Without it, he would flot be Edward
Walter Nesbitt. Another is his propensity to speak
his inmost convictions in the picturesque language
of the proletariat--otherwise known as 'eslang."
When a Conservative member rose, flot long ago,
to prbtest a certain measure lie quoted a great
autbority on the issue, saying, "The Hon. So-and-
So, thinks," etc., wbereuipon Mr. Nesbitt got to bis
feet and announced, tersely, "WeIl, hie bas another
Think 1"

A few weeks ago lie was taking a party of bis,
daugbter's f riends through the Buildings. Tbey
found the Senate galleries deserted and stood a
Moment looking down at the venerable body before
returning to the more interesting Commons.
During that moment, while they stood, bowever,
the alert messenger toucbed Mr. Nesbitt on tbe
sboulder, ordering himn and his party to sit down.

"No one is h-allowed to stan' h-up in de Gai-
1er-ce," gruffly explained the autocrat.

"Wbat will they do to us?" asked the miember,
in mnock alarm. "Will they arrest us?

Tbe messenger shrugged bis shoulders. "H-any
way, I tell you to sit down."

"Will tbey put us in jail-like M.%iller ?" persisted
Mr. Nesbitt, stili standing.

"Dey ougbt 1" replied the person in uiniformn,
crossly. Then he caugbt siglit of tbe red carna-
tion; lie saw that tbe gentleman had no hat; the
awful truth burst uipon him-he bad been speaking
to a miember exactly as thougli he were an atom ot
the non-political mass!

The party filed out. Mr. Nesbitt in the lead.
At the elevator door an obsequious mnessenger
edged close to his mani.

"I don't mnek de laws," be ventured. "You mek
demi-no one mus' stan' in de Galler-ee, an' if 1
don't see demi carry h-out-"

"<Are you goinsg to tell onz us?"' asked Mr. Nesbitt,
in a beavy wbisper.

"You miek de laws," repeated the harassed man,
"1you mus' stan' on dem-."

"But von just told us we had to sit," called the
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