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Social Reformers and the War
By TH E MONOCLE MAN

INOTICE a tendency ln some thoughtful quartera
to regard the creation of a Coalition Ministry
In Britain as a "Ibiack eye" for social reforin.
For the lite of me, I cannot ose 11. No one la

more interested ln social reform, than I arn. That
la why I arn sa> great an admirer of Lloyd George.
But I cannot see that our cause lias suffered through
the strengthenlng of a Governrnent whose sole busi-
ness for the trne is to "lbeat the Boches." Nor can
1 follow the mental processes which make a 'wide
distinction between social reforin poiles and
national defence policies. To nie, they are one and
the saine thlng. When I talli of national defence, I
mean the defence of the nation as a coinfortable
and happy place for the people of the nation to dwell
lu; and w'en I talli of social refotni, I mean precisely
the saine tbing-that ia, the maklng and mainten-
ance of the nation as a ýcornfortable and happy place
for the people of the nation to dwell in.

(~F course, In this day of speciallzs.tion and division
,./of labour, we do not expect one man to take

on both tasks-or even ail varieties of either
task. A stakearnan who specializes in social reforin
will probably not know as muoh about the fareiga
situation as lis colieague who makeï a business
of international politics. We can sub-dlvide It fur-
ther. A financial social reformer, 111e Lloyd George,
will not know as much about educational reform as
Macnamara, or of labour reform as Arthur Hender-
son. A diplomatic expert 111e Sir Edward Grey wili
net know as much about the army as Lord Kitchener,
or vice versa. But they -ail have the sanie ends In
vlew-the highest condition et happiness for the
Britishi people.

of' the household. And that end can now best ba
served Iby flghting the fire.

0 when war conies-when an outside nation pro-
Siposes to over-run and clestroy the free institu-

tions of our nation-the flrst duty of every

patriot Is to win the war. The position la sornething

hike this: The free institutions et Britain are in-

struments by which the people of Britain can better

their material and social condition. If those free

Institutions dld net exist, the people of Britain could

do nothing for theinselves. The firat great and re-

soundIng victories of the referni elementa through-
eut British history were preclsely the establishmnent
by great effort ot these free Institutions, such as a

broad franchise, a dominant lieuse of Comnions, re-

sponsible governinent, the ballot, etc. In winning

these victories, the reformera were net really better-

ing the condition et the peopla, but were only putting
weapons In the banda et the people with which they

could win their own betterment. You cannot ont the

ballot; but you can use the ballot te make bread

easier te get. So the existence o! these free insti-

tutions is a necessary antecedent condition te ahl
social reform.

VERY well. Along cames an enery which pro-

Vposes te over-run and destroy the frese Institu-
Is the social reformer to do? Obviously, to

raIlly at once te the defance o! the free Institutions
which alone niake bis raform work possible. A Ger-

man victory would mean the substitution ef Garman
Institutions for British Institutions, net only ln

Britain, but thr-oughout the world. The>' would be

the Institutions -which lad proven tlernselves the

fitteat te survive. If the Gerrnan army could have
accomplished the ambitions o! the Kaiser, we must

have, ail had German armies. If a free Commeons

could nat make head againat a close-corporation Gem-
man Governmfent, we must have tallen back to the

Urnes of the Tudors and gene In for a close-corporation
Goveramnent. Liberty can ely survive se long as It

la prepared ta defend itsel! against despotisin. When
despotisrn challenges liberty, every lover of lberty
must be tee proud NOT te fight.

IT la quite true that the -work o! social met erm in
JBritain Is teniporamil>' suspended. The work ef

the plurnbing-holiseholder la temporarily sus-
pended on the outbreak o! fire. But ls the social re-

former te tale holiday? Certainly net. He la ta

fight the lire. And that la precisely what Lloyd
George and has fellow social reformera have been
dolng. If, moreover, it loks as if a Coalition Gev-

ernment could figlit the fime more effectively, then
it becornes the duty of the 'social reformer te wel-
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corne and join sucli a Governmeflt. The more effec-
tively the fire is fought, the sooner wll iIt be out;
and the sooner will the social reformer get back
te the tasks which mean further progreýss and not

nierely defence of progreas already made. So we

Mnay say that the formation of a strong Gevernment
in 'Britain actuaily brings social reforin nearer to
the Biritish people.

'T H-IS war will, I hope, teacli my fellow reformers
i.one needed lesson; and that Is that they mnust

never again anticipate the actual arrivai of the

Millenninin. They must be ready to accept the judg-
ment of their colleagues in the public service who

specialize on International relations, as te the state
of those relations. If theïr foreign policy colleagues
declare that the nation needs certain armarnenta ta

m'ake sure of its defence against reactionary enernies,
the social reformers ought to rely on this judgrnent
precisely as they rely on other expert opinion. They

ought neyer again to permit theraselves te be re-
garded by the nation as not quite sound on foreign
pollcy questions. I do net ask thern to accept the
l1say so", of men whorn they suspect of using foreign
pollcy exeitements to draw a herring acresa the
scent of social reforin. But I do ask that they accept
the verdict of their own friends who have given their
lives or even rnuch of theirattention to forelgn re-

lations; such men as ýSir Edward Grey and Mr. As-
quith. They cannot all hope ta be as alert as Lloyd
George, who waked Up in turne ta make the big
speech over Agadir-or as Clemienceau, who sup-
ported the three-year law ln France--sa they must
trust to trusted experts.
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Those Allen Enemies
AMONTREAL, subscriber recently asked the edi.

tor a questilon-"Why should any German,
Austrian or' Turk make a dollar ouc o! Cana.

dians while the best blood of Canada is being spilt

for the Empire?" A reply was publisbed week before
last. The followlng letter la a further communication
on the subject:

Montreai, May 28th, 1915.
Editor Courier-

Sir,-Allen enemies in lnternment campa must bf
clothed and fed and the twenty-five cents per day that
the Government pays them can hardly, be caiied made
money. The officiai report on icueplerle, the spy, showed
that Innocent looking business letters contained. valuable
information locating British ships. Other Information
shows that bonds and stocks ef Germnan institutions were
ioaded te the extent of ftve hundred million pounds
sterling on British Investers, whe thereby enabled the
enemy te finance te that extent. Petty persecutien oi
helpless enemnies lias always been contrary to BrJitsý
tradition, but allowlng enemies te fatten and prosper anc
remit te Germany a, portion of the proceeds made under
fiag that their nation is doing everything It can te destroi
la anether and very different thing, and even Englant
herself la waking up at last te the fol1W of 1t.

I quite agýree that neitlier Gerinan, Austrian nor Turk
ish goods shouid be handled by any merchant in Canadý
during this war.

Tours truly,
SAM J. AHWON


