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Eltour's Oratory

T'h. aenion etf the narne et Mr. Balfour lu the

foregolng remXuiîds me of somethipg. During rny

visit te Washington a yeer ugo I had the. opprtuity
of heuang bim speek several times. In the course
of letters written by me et that time I took occasion
te, analyse the elements et bis remankeble power. A

friend et mine the other day teok the. ground tiiet

I bsd presumed te question the. fact otbis being au

orator. Wbat I did try te sey wae that bise chieve-

ment as, a speaker is due tZ bis et leait apparent

spontaeèusness amd case. Tiiere are some menca tt

attest themeelves obviously as orators. Viviani la

et that type. When yen think et Vivieni you tbink

first etftthe orator. Whien yen think et Balfour yen

tbink flmr4, and imoat etftthe gracieus persenality and

ot the. accomplislied mind. Hia oratory is a bye-
product, as it were. Bis ricly-stored, hîgbly-traiuied
mimd adapte itseîftot the occasion. If it celle for

a great sentence, the. great sentence le tortiicoming.
If it celle for nonchalant, easy utterane-that in
what, yen get..

Sweeping Judgments

Sweeping, inclusive judgxnents are nearly alweys

denigereus. Burke, for exemple, said: '«l do net knew

bow te ley'an indictmet against a wbole people."
'Iii. case of Lloy-GCeorge illustrates this peint.

YeRrea go I rend Mattiiew Annoîd's enalysis of the

genlus ef the Celtie races. It i. piquent, by the way,
te realime thet the Primie Miniter ot Great Britain

apoaks Welsh in bis owe tamily circle. At amy rate,

Mattiiew Arnold, lu the. cssay in question, declares

thut the Celtic genius ahîveys stops short et the

graest aehievemcit. It is, b.sasys, fult ef promise,

but the Promse is neyer conpletely rcalized. The

Cet, aceordý11igte Arnold, dreams great dreanis, but

neyer quite fulfils tlîcm. Surely Lleyd.-Georgo7( pretty

weil disposes of that contenîtion. RHelbas umdoutedly

been the Savior et Bitain ini this xiglty struggîc.

ne bas; been firt, with, one may say , no second.

Rie spirit lias neyer queuled. I lîcard Mr. Roelel say

a short time age tOat te atchi Llovd-(Cmorte nt close

range ie a sert et pîrpetual miracle. No ni,ýtter whlu

le est dewiu, the preieouir is alîvarys fullit of spring and

resiliency. Hie abouiidîng vitaîity lias been a iarvel.

Whe would bave said tlhat tiie Ceîtic teniperameiit

would bave suflleed te carry him thi-ough %%-Iiat lie

hais travcrs*d since 1905? Tht' absolute stormi centre

ofet fiery Buidget strug«le of 1909, ini the forefroaît

et Britain duing flic tcuî yecrs thet preceded the

ivar-by all odds the storniest pcniod in thie social

history of Britai-he bas ice tue outbrcak of the
strudile houa 1pcceitsively Uiencellor ef the Ex-

choquer, Mins ter of Munitions, Mîniter Of War, "(d
flnally Premier and all but Dictator of Britain. un

the tomb of Goldsmith du the Middle TenVle oe

refUl, if I amn not mistakea, the. Latin werds:

"Nihil tetigit quod non oenvit-He touchcd nothmng
that h. did net ad0rn."r One might Adapt thOm
wwrds to Lloyd-George, and Bay "lie hue touciied
notiiing that be ha&s Dot eiiergIaed."' Ris policies are

instinct with lite. Re han the vital touch. They

talk of "the. Nelson toueh" iu naval stratogy. W.

migbt speak of "the Lloyd-George touch!" inpelitici
and national direction.

Vnizeiou

W. ali ask ourselves, wbet have been the. out-
standing disclosures of the war? There weuld, ne

doubt, b. gencral agreemment with respect te soe

of theso: the whobe = prvrsofetthe Germai'
national charatter, thie cn ofcye France, the

monumental achievemelit of Britan, the sagacty

and soudnese et Wilson. But, altlîough not cast in
" l1arge a mould, 'penbaps, one feels 11k. adding,

tei.Judgent an'd Melity et Eluthenies Venizelos.

Througii thick and thin b, bas neyer wavcred lu

hie adbiesion to the cause ot the Allies. The

temptation in the Ba"kns was uudoubtedly
strong to jump with the. apparent winncrs. Thet

ef course was wliat Bulgarie thouglit ab. wae

doing. Venizelos bas had a terrifie upbifl fight.

The. pro-German Constantine w'as cvidcntly pepular.

Ilis court was pro-Gernian. Hie Quean was Ger-

main. The miiitary establishimenit was etaffed with

pro-Germnans. Tii. King was epparently well-

enougb liked te carry at ieast bal bis people with

hlm. But Venizelos neyer wavered lu bis convic-
tion that the Entente Allies. muet win. The

eventtul succese of the Saloniki venture is a

splendid vindication of hie judg*nt. Wben vo

remember what a biow thie Bulganian surrender han

been te the cause of the Central Pevers, we are

justifled iu saying that the venld owes a great
dcbt ef gratitude te, Venizelos.

Topography in War

ITJbave jnst read a mont iiluminating bookc by a
Columbia University Professer on "'Topegrapby snd

Strategy lu the. Wer." I wish 1 had corne upon It

mucb eerlier. It throws a flood et iigbt on a lot

oft tings that ver. moet mysteriolis te me. The

auther shows for on. tiiing that the. viole French

strategy bas beeu besed absolutely on the physical
configuration ettthe country. The, location eoftthe
great$ fortresses tuet stud cetera France-such as

Belfort, Verdun., Laon, Soissons, and tue rest-bas
been se te say determined by geolegiy. Again, not

tilt I read this book did I begin te uuderstand the

eerly campaigne ef Grand Duke Niciiolas in the. east.

Hie objective wae Belin. Ris sterting point vas

Poland. But Poland was simiply e Russien pro-
montory thrusting itself inte ttie beart of enemy

ternitery. North et this ley eest Prussia. South

ef it lay Galicia, that is te say, Austrian ternitory.
Before Nicholas could inove inte Germany lie had te

protect bis flanke. Hence the Galicien campeignes,

and lience, aIse thie immense forays into the huIt and

lake country of east Prussia. The vastneset the

seule ot operetions lu this war staggers tue imagina-
tien.

Old Age and Childhcea

1 bave just heard a mother ceming up thie staurway

with a little boy vue needed te be put te bcd. My

thouglits an te a little old wvoman wlîom years ago

I used te go and turn dowvn the cevers fo r, wliem, for

ber too, the day wvas over. Between the twve terme

ot childhood anîd old age, liow short and feverous the

course %%e run! Clildliood lias te bc fostered; oîd

ace lias te lbe lelped iand pretected. F or Just a litt îc

Nvilile wve strut aînd bui-tle about for ourselves. I

often think of a vnord ..pokcnei by 'Macehl about dead

Duncan-: After life&s fitfi fever lie sleeps Nvcil."

llow strange and pathetic our febrile activity muet

bc to flic olympian gaze of Cod! I often tliink the

worldi nilistt ook- to Cod pretty rnucl as ait ant-hill

dees to uq A.s vou look, down et aints do you net

~vonler. w iat ini fic vorld are they toilrig -and i mou-

ing for? 1 suippose they tee love anti hate. tiglit and

are ait peac,. (do business with ecmli other. aire dis-

tiniisbeild iohbcireir c a-, 1 re cast do.vn

Swliat 1111'tUod have tiiolit ef tue orld of ien

am w,'îe during flic-e last four vears Wiat nish-

ines lhitlfr and thlither; twenty rmillions of men

tran,~ported o%- er al lih seas; vast arniiies imovimg

over t1iree continents-, huge fleets upon tho scas; gim

batli= sdyn l= h swamps; -cities sacked, chil.
dren murdered, women ravished, towns burning, the
air torn with detonations rivalling the thunder,
cionds, of gas creepmng along the fae ofe the earth.
What hideous irony it wiil be if ail tus dees not
eventuate in a new world made ae for children, for
women, for amali nations, for henest, laboring men
and womeîi Surely mankind wMilDow have learned
a lesson! What punisbment is tee severe for the

amen who lot loSs this horror upan the. .rth?

Auitum Thoughta

Âutumn bas corne again. Each season In the. re.
voiving year has its quota of suiggestionis for the mind
of man. Nothing about ,utun le se suggestive as
the. yeilowing and falling leaves. They inspire a
strange peaaivcfless. They bring to us the message
of the f anad the f utility ahnost of terrestrial
things-. If manbecomes ton, absorbed lu things
materiai, it is urely mot because Nature does not do
ite best te rcmind hum that he is but a s9Jenrner and

a pilgrim. Probably no race bas bad so acute a senso
of the. fragility of human existence as the Angle-
Saxon. Of this sentiment Shakespeare je, as usual,
our chief interpreter. There le a wonderfui pas4
sage on this theme in "The Ternpest," the. laut of
his plays. Prospero, the magician, bas called up the.
spirite that weit upon bis cail, and has exhibited

tbem as a sort of pageant for Miranda and Ferdi-

nand. At a signal from the wizard the spirite vanisb,

and then Prospero says: "These our acters, as I Lore-

told you, are anl spirits, and have vanishd-inte thin

air. And, like the baselese f abrie ef this vision, al

will vanish. The cloud-capped toers, the gorgeons

palaces, the solemn temples, the great globe itself,

yea al which it inherits shall dissolve, and leave not

a track bchind. We are such stuif as dreame are

made on, and ail our little if e le rounded wlth a

sieep." Anyone wbo, knows this famous, passage

will see that I bave not quoted it exactly, as My

mind falters a little in quoting it. But anyone eni

se. what a bigh, grave spirit pervades the lhues.

What Have W. to b. Thankf ni For?

The second Monday of lest month was selectcd

by the Dominion Government to be Thanksgiving

Day. With the 'whole world under the shadow of

the Great War, wbich bas brought bereavement te

many Canadian heartea and grief te every beart that,

tbough not kuowing actuel bereevement, pulses lu

syxnpathy with buman agonies and buman sorrows,

we Canadians cau truly feci, as a nation, we bave

meny thinge to be thankful for. While our own land

bas not knowu wbat invasion by hostile armies

mnens, Caneda's sons bave proved their manbood by

their rallying te the cause of bumenity and free-

dom and acquitting thernselves in battle with a

spirit thet bas wvon tbe admiration of ail the world.

Our land is blessed with abundence ef ail good

thinga,; but the lesson of this war-time Thenke-

giving Day to us is surely not te associate our giving

of thenks witb materiel blessinge. The real blees-

luge of life are not what the bande may grasp, but

wbat the beart may bold. These are the greatest

and dçepest things of life-the joys of cbildren, the

bappinese of voutli and love, the privileges and

duties of perenthood, of hringing up bealthy boys

and girls to be noble mien and women, the serclie

influences of homne life, the aspirations of manhood

and of wornanhood, and our national ideals and our

duty to our country and to ourselves to do our part

to let nothing destroy those ideals and bigh purposes
for wbich true Canediauisma stands.

A Boyish Humiliation

The citing ef that Shakespeare incident remlinda nM8

of enother incident of the vanished past. 1 went te

the university when I wee sixteen. I bad been fond

of reciting, in the small village scbools in Quebec that

I bad attended. Shortly after my arrivai at collega

an elocution cont.est was annouuced. I entered the

lists. There wvas ranch talking aboutwho ivas goiflg

to -,%in. '"Brer rabbit lay low." I thougbt to mnyself:

'1 -lIc the dark horse. 111 show them a wrinkle or

two." The fateful night arrived. My bopes beat

higb. I selected Felicia Hemansý "Menus in the ruine

of Cartlia-ge." I have long since f orgotten ail but the

first two Unes:
14 'T-was noon, and Afri&'s dazzling sun on, high

With fierce resplendance filled the uriclouded sky."

On Soule Word in thlese twe sonuuing limes I faltered.

My namemory broke. and ail tbe reat of the piece wuS

a niizht-xnare. I vanished in a cloud of mortification,

and neyer recited in public again..


