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thinga too, which was impressive, but
not greable for a growing cbild. He
hied forined a sort of antipathy for
injtine at that turne, which ho confessed
ho hadn't rightly been able ta over-
rouie.

"cNow heailusfoufldhlmself lannin
how ta an-d Mr. La the dougle cross
and avoid complications.

" We worked down into South West-
ern' Arisony ta a spot about thirty-five
miles hack of Fort Waiker and truck
a prospect. Sort of a teaser it was, but
worth workii'g on. We'd just got
niceiy started when ']Kink' cames into
camp onc day after taking a passiar
around the butte for gaine, and says:

Il'The queerest thing happened to
me jut now, Kid-'.,'Weil, scream it at me,' 1 asys, sort
of smelling trouble in the air.

"' Oh! It wan't miuch ' sayis ho. I
vas just working down the big canyon
over thora after a deer whon I seen two
feathr-dusters coming up. the- trail.
1 hid bohind a rock, wate ng 'em go
past, and lrut durned if my gun dldn't go
off accidentai and plumb ruin one of 'cm.
Thon I looks carefuller and seen it
vasn't no feather duster et all-nothing
but an Injun.'

"'What about the other one?'
Il'That'B the strangest part,' sa"s

'Kink.' 'Pretty soon the other one
turne and hits the back-trail like he'd
forgot sornething; then 1 seen himi drap
off his horse, too, sudden and ail to-
getberish. l'm awful careless with this
hiere gun,' hoe says. I hate to see a man
laug h from bis tonsils forrad, the way
hie id. It ain't humorous.'

"'See here, I says, I ain't the kind
that finds fault with my pardner, nor
saying this to bc captiaus and critical
of your play; but don't you know that
them Cochises ain't on the war-path?
Them for Àuns bas been on their reserva-

tinfrfve years, peaceable, domestic-
ated, and eating from the hand. This
means trouble.'

il9MY old man didn't have no warpaint on him one day back at Frisbee,'
wispers 'Kink,' and bis voice sounded
puckered up and dried, 'and rny mother
wasn't so darned quarrelsome, either.'

"Then I says, "Weill! them bodies has
gt to be hid, or we'll have the tribe
and the llue-bellies from the fort
a scouring these his tili a red-bug
couldn't hide.

cccAwaY with 'em,'sasys 'Kink.' "I've
done alIPm going to for 'em. Let the
coyotes finish the job.'

'«No, sircýe," I replies. I don't
blamne von for having a prejudice agin
savages, but uy arents is still robust
and ýhuskv, :ind1 have an idea that
they'dI r:uher sc-, me back on the ranch
than Zlaring through the bars for life.
'ni gýing over to bury the meat.'

«'() f I wen t, but when I sid dovri the
gulch, 1 olv found one body. T'other
had diaPp<:ireul. You can guesa how
Mue Il 1I lost getting back to camp.

" 'I- " ' I says, 'we're a stra(lt:le
of th( ues proposition inl this
ICOIuntrx h )i( of your dusters at this
mnoment u uinning bis cayuse through
the hOý "'1tween here and the post.
Pretty ' things is going to hust

lOOM~ .'to-morrer evening we'Il
bc e:ui I-osom on Uncle Sam.'

that a PUtY. Next time VII conquer
My naturai shynesa and hoid a poot-
mortein with a rock.'

" 'Thora won't be no neXt tino,I
reckon,' 1 says, "cause vo can't mako
it over into Moxico without belng
asuglit up. They'll nhil us sure, seeing
as ve're the only white mon for tventyý-
five miles around.'

«I'I'd rather put up a good run than
a bad stand, anyhov,' sys he, 'snd
1 ailows furthermore, there's going ta
ha some Ihard trails ta foller and a tolble

disagreeable fight before 1 pleads 1"not
guilty" ta the Colonel. We'll both
duck over into the Sata-

"' Nov don't tell me vhat route
youra going,' I interrupta, d"causeIbeive lIlstay and bluff it through,
rather than sneak for it, though nithor

proposition don't appeai to me. 1 may
get raîsed out before the draw, but the
percentage. is )ust as strong agin your
game as mine.

"'Bo!y, if was backing your system,'

s"Y" 'ink,' Id' shore copor this move
and play ber ta lose. Y ou corne on
with me, and we'll make it through-
mebbe-'

I'No,' I says; 'here 1 sticksâ.'
III made up a pack-strap out of m

extry overhails while ho got grub
together to start soutb througb anc
hundred miles of the ruggedest and
harrencst country that was ever left
unfinished.

"Next noon I was parching some
coffee beans in the fryîng p an, when
1 heard boofs down the guily bac k of
me. I never Iooked up whcn they
came into the open for when 1 heard
a feller say 'Hait!'

111Iello there!l' somebody yells.
'You there at the fire.' I kept on
shaking the skillet over the camp tire.

'What's the inatter witb im?'
somel)o<y said. A man got off and

1walked upbebind me.
" 'Se e re. brother, he sa s, tapping

me on the shoulder; 'this Zo'n't go.'
"I u~mped dlean over the fire, drap-
pdte pan, and lot out a deaf and

Idumbhbolier, 'Ee! Ah!'

"The men began ta laugh; it seemedi
ta ie the littie lieutenant.

" 'Cut this out,' aya he. 'You can
taik as weil as I can, and po'eaon
to tell us about tua Injun rL-iiin .
Don't try *ny fakte busnss rl'Il
roast your littie heeloerthat fire
like yams.'

"I just actod the dummy, wiggid my
fingors, and handed hum the joyful
gaze, heliographing with my teeth as
thougli I was gad se e vistars. How-
ever, I wondered if that rant would
really give my chilbiamna a treat. Ho
looked liko' a W est Pointer, and I dldn't
kxiow but he'd try ta haie nie.'

"«WeIli thcy 'klow-tawe> around
thora for an'hour looking for clus, but
I'd bld ail the signa of 'KInk,' so finally
they strapped me onta, a horse and wo
hit bk for the fort.

"The littie man tried aU kinda of
tricks to make me loosen on the way
down, but I juat acted wounded inno-
cence and 'Ee'd' and 'Ah'd' at hlm tili
ho let me alone.

"IWhen we rode up ta the pont ho
sa to the Colonel:

"''Wo've got the. only man thora in.
in the mountains back thoea arbut
he's playing dumb. 1 do't kow what

"D beh' mayaeithe id man,
looking me over protty keen. 'lWeIll
II guesa wo'Il find bI.svaio if h' gai

"'Ho took me inside, and apakn
of examinatians probably 1 dd'~
ono. He kept lookng ai me Lie %0
wanted ta place me, but I1 ' h e ii
'Eei Ah!' tili everybody began ta,
laugli. Thoy tried me *Ith a ponoil and
paper, but I balked, laid my eau back
and buck-Jumj>ad. That mada thea aid
man sore and ha ays: "Look him up-
I'il make Uhm talk if 1 have ta, skia hlm.'

Sa 1 was dragged ta the. 'akookun-
bouse,' viero I apont the aiglit, figuring
out my finish.

I could feel it coming just a ia
and I hagan ta sec that vion d
open up snd prattlo after 'Kunk' w-s
safe, nobody wouldn't believe my littie

story. I had sized the Cooel up ms
a dead stringy old proposition, too. Se
was ana of theso big-chopped f*Bous
with a mouth sot mor'n baU wa7 Up
froin hua Ohmriand littia thin lips 1.iii.t
edg of a knife blada, and juat as fi
of btlood-face, big and rustic-finishad.

"I myestamyalf'Bu , it looks 11k.
you woul4p't forcod ta prospect for

a ivigTy moreothis oason. If that
aid spo&rt turne himseoif orne, you're
ri gto get "hIf." thre. turnes sud a

'<Noxt morning thoy triod oviry wu
ta mako me talk. Once in a wbila iii
aid in l ooked at me puuzled snd searoli.
ing but 1 didn't know huzýi froin a owasi-

r % n Us dtii dumu. pald sric attention ta
"t vas tnighty liard, too. I gai so

norvous my mou h uimply aobad to loi
out a cja a. Tii. word. kapt trIlla

when. jbmed 'suaup, Qw:* 4 »
and stood aroUad l
onto tha atuapo
vitful geins of 1e.-

"eThe Colonel taied ta
quiet, lika 1 Lad go

word I &&y, I'M m , "d~
abject le li mualninlait tt
ilno. 1 don't kn.Yo~

of aà- . a l bu. Iu
neiaaas'Iye

clw ola t4lMibisTbét!a
Chinamaa's basa ubawlagoutâ ii e
giant povder Whou 1 4out

a gedmfo-4 M
vould, havt e-m,&U j h if weï<i
run int a mule tiss:,.

diomplWala m i' ilé

littloi, o au
lin téi'.Wago, u ta lméo
t vLn ae gl pa is

ana ot# ft blas

thbuoh a axsw

onek onjUdm.nt.ý*t

aTout lu bslgtada~os
th son tîùhoin8 ail tai. oop4e l
taonte 10Tyb ;
urak on ud bcksu ie. aot 3u
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"''M DURNED IF My OUN DIDN'T GO OFi' ACCIDENTAL AND PLUMB

"I1 JUMPED CLEAN OVER TuS Fitlt"
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