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to show me before you give any thing. They are very
anxious for you to move now. Do not, I implore you,

for your life’s sake.
“Faxxy Kerny.
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“My residence formerly Geneva, Allen County,
Kansas.”
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I returned by the Indian the following reply :

gt

“Dear MApaM:

“Your second communication convinces me that you
are what you profess to be, a captive white woman,
and you may be assured that myself and my party
are eager for release, but for the present I can not

* accede to the demands, or gratify the wants of your
captors. We are sent on an important trust-and mis-
sion, by order of the great War Chief at Washington,
westward to the mountain region, with a small party
of well-armed and determined men, feeling entirely
capable of defending ourselves; but we are not a war
party, and our train is not intended for war purposes.
Powder and shot we have, but no presents for tke
hostile Indians. o

“] am an officer of the Government, but am not
authorized, by my instructions to give any thing but
destruction to Indians who try to stop me on my
march. However, I will, for your release, give three

*  of my own horses, some flour, sugar, and coffee, or a
load of supplies. Tell the Indians to go back for the
night, and to-morrow at noon, if they will send you
with five men to deliver you to my soldiers on the
mound we occupied to-day, their main body not to
advance beyond their present position, I will hand
over to them the horses and provisions, which they will
be permitted to take away to their headquarters.
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