
er which Baldwin wag to receive the honor
f completing the residue of the businesj.
liey would be three days absent, as it was a
.(xKldaysdrive to New York ; they would
delayed one day there, and on the other
ftey

would return. As soon as breakfast
8 over. Don Zeres and Consabina made a

kart, Iwenty minutes' drive brought them
jiront of Baldwin's office. Early as it was,
Udwin was there. He was never kept veiy
fcsyJ still he was punctual,and during busi-
es hours you would hardly ever fail to find
mat his office. On hearing the rattle of
(Sewheels coming down the street, he rosem the desk and made for the door-always
tthelook-uutfor business. As the door
pened, the buggy halted. Baldwin bowed,y saluted them.

J

Hallo, Messrs. Seville I Has the world
toed upside down or what wonderful event
ijs transpired to bring you to town so early
*tli:s/ Something remarkable indeed!
j never knew you to be in town at

f Jiouf before. It used to always be ten or
Herm the morning, and why (consulting his
ratch) 1', 18 only half past eight yet. ^ hat's

I Baldwin was a quick speaker and all thij
Jarangue was opoken before Don Zeres or
|onsabina could realize that the horse was
Topped.

I

"Aothing serious has occurred," replied
te Zeres. on the contrary, good fortune has
pored me for once in my life-time, and we
Bsve come down to receive your congratu-
ptions, and to solicit your assistance in the
tomeas line, and amongtt other things in hay-phat old difficulty the mortgage squared

'What
!
eh !" resumed Baldwin, his eyes

wkhng with eagerness, «a fortune I sup-

\ . ™®^ wealthy friend has died and left
oldxriendDon Zeres a pile. But I must

^conjecture. Walk in-no person in the
«ioe,and I shall be happy to hear all, and to
Poalllcan to assist you."

I?^f*l'"-^'''" "I
Baldwin's office was not

reiy attraut.'ve—the interior no more so. The
plding was small, and as it containedw rooms, neither of them was commodious
^e one room was for business, the other for

private consultation.

lit was into the business department that
"on Zeres and Consabina were ushered.
A large writing desk on which were a num-

IhL-r^r^'" ^"*? '^''i^i^g utensils-an arm
wors^ iZ\

'"^y '^^'''> '^"^l * ««fa rather Zworse of the M^ear, composed the furniture ofthe apartment. On the walls hung two maps

win Wmseir '''' P"'*'^^* ''^ ^^l^"

Baldwin was quite a young man not pv

£S^Xrr/r (-g" tirrath" rS H« J^ ^^1* ^"?^y ^^^d of jet blacknair He shaved the hair on his face all off

grow to^°"'*'.^^^'
^^^'^ ^« P^'-'^itted "togrow to a great length. Dark heavy eve-

madew! ^^^'^ ^""'^''^ ^'^^ ^ f"l^ bJk Te,made his glance penetrating. He had not

and the clothes he wore were rather shabbyin appearance. When the trio had pot seate/Don Zeres handed the letter to BaMwin aa

busies"* ^t^ l^^^l-^t-g l^i- wX hibusiness. While he was reading the letterConsabina eyed him closely, not from anysuspicion he had of him, far from it Bald^win was held in too high estimXn forthll

H« n !^^T'^
^^'^ something inspired to it.

eves ^n!?' ^ P''"^^ g""^"- '^ Baldwin's

hfs fLl
.'fvous twitch in the muscles of

njs^tace, as nis eye had met the figures $20-

finjljJ^i"'"
^"'^n'enced Baldwin, as he had

liy congratulate you on your good luck. I

such aTft
'"'''"^ ""^ ""^ ^"^''^' "^""^^ eive me

Consabina thought this linked with what
r^icrhfi °°-'f?

previously. However hemight be mistaken.

«JIJ «"PPose,» resumed Baldwin, " the firststeps to business is to get the check cashed,xnat you can do yourselves.

"

bnl'wf
check is on one of the New Yorkbanks," said Don Zeres. "Thither we arebound, and your company is desired, if youcan accommodate and oblige us so far."

Baldwin was only too ready to assent.Don Zeres was a man of means now, and hemust oblige him, but at the same time with aneye to his own interests.

In a few minutes Baldwin was ready, andthey started for the metropolis of America.

The sky was clear. It was a hot. sultry
day, and they could not make very rapid pro-
gress This, be it remembered, was before
the days of many railroads. Baldwin wa-

ll.'


