GENERAL BROCK

dearly beloved brother Joseph, King of Naples and |

Sicily, to the Crowns of Spain and the Indies.” By
another decree he bestowed the vacant Crown of
Naples and Sicily on his “dearly beloved cousin,
Joachim Murat.” Thus having distributed the
Crowns of Furope he turned his attention with
redoubled energy to the humbling of his great
enemy, England. “Great Britain shall be des-
troyed,” he said at F ontainebleau, “I1 have the
means of doing it and they shall be employed.”

In the United States, President Jefferson had
determined on a scheme of non-intercourse and
had laid an embargo on American shipping. «The
whole world,” he said, “is laid under an inter-
dict by these two nations (England and France)
and our vessels, their cargoes and crews, are to be
taken by one or the other, for whatever place they
may be destined out of our limits, If, therefore, on
leaving our harbours we are certain to lose them, i$
it not better for vessels, cargoes and seamen 10
keep them at home?” Gallatin, secretary of the
treasury, wished to limit the embargo’s duration,
as he said he preferred war to a pcermanent em-
bargo, but Jefferson was obstinate and said it
should continue until the return of peace in Eu-
rope. He had not counted the cost.

The embargo continued in force all through 1808
in spite of its extreme unpopularity throughout the
United States. As a substitute for war it proved &
failure. By it every citizen was tempted to evade
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