
RECOGNIZING CERTAIN DENOMINATIONS OF CHRISTIANS.

most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Legislative
Council and Assembly of the Province of Upper Canada, constituted and
assembled by virtue of and under the Authority. of an Act passed in the Par-
liament of Great Britain, intituled "An Act to repeal certain Parts of an Act
passed in the 14th Year of His Majesty's Reign, intituled 'An Act for naking
more effectuai Provision for the Government of the Province of Quebec in North
America,' and to make further Provision for the Government of the said Pro-
vince," and by the Authority of the saie, That the Marriage or Marriages of Former Marriages

all Persons, not being under any canonical Disqualification to contract Matri- confirmed.

mony, that have been publicly contracted in this Province before any Justice
of the Peace, Magistrate, or Commanding Officer of a Post, or before any
Minister or Clergyman,.before the passing of this Act, shall be and are hereby
confirmed, and shall be considered good and valid in Law; and the Parties to
such Marriages, and the Issue thereof, shall be entitled to all the Rights, and
subject to all the Obligations, resulting from Marriage and Consanguinity;
any Law, Usage, or Custom to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding>

2. And to enable any Person who may be desirous to preserve the Evidence Method ofrpreserving

of their Marriage, and of the Birth of their Children, be it further enacted by T °°mo"y of former

the Authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be lawful, at any Time within Six .
Years after the passing of this Act, for any Justice of the Peace, at the Request
of either of the Parties, to administer the following Oath or Affirmation, as the
Case may be, to the Husband and Wife, or either of them :-"I A. B. do
solemnly swear or affirm (as the Case may be), that I did publicly interniarry
with C. D. at on the Day of in the Year of our
Lord , and that there is now living Issue of the said Mar-
riage (as the Case may be), T. B. born on the Day of M. B.
born on the Day of , and that such Marriage was solemnized
by M. D. of the District of ." Which Form of Attestation shall be sub-
scribed by the Party making the same, and certified under the Hand and Seal of
the Justice administering the said Oath or Affirmation, who shall be entitled to
receive therefor Is.; and it shall be the Duty of the Clerk of the Peace, upon
Payment of the Sum of 2s. 6d., to enter and record such Attestation, duly cer-
tified as aforesaid in a Register or Book to be by him kept for that Purpose, and
such Register, or an attested Copy thereof, shall be considered sufficient Evi.
dence of such Marriage, and of the Birth of the said Children; and the said
Clerk of the Peace is hereby required to give such Copy, duly certified, to any
Person demanding .the same upon Payment of 2s.: Provided always, that Former Marriages ot

nothing-in this Act contained shall extend or be construed to extend to make t°a°,e"enduant

valid any Marriage illegally solemnized, when the Parties to such illegal Mar- Marriage has been

riage, or either of them, shall have subsequently contracted Matrimony accord- egaly contrace.

ing to Law.
3. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That it shall and Ministers of certain

may be lawful for any" Clergyman or Minister of any Church, Society, Congre- lho,i°ed ",ale au:
gation, or Religious Community of Persons professing to be Members of the Matrimony.

Church of Scotland, Lutherans, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Baptists,
Independents, Methodists, Menonists, Tunkers, or Moravians, who shall be
authorized in manner herein-after mentioned to solemnize the Ceremony of
Marriage within this Province between any Two Persons, neither of whom is
under any legal Disqualification to contract Matrimony.

4. Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted by the Authority afore- certiHcate to se
said, That no Person shal be taken or deemed to be a Clergyman or Minister °tained "ron ey

of such Church, Society, Congregation, or Religious Community within the Ministersbefore they

Intent and Meaning of this Act, who shall not have been regularly ordained, ationy.
constituted, or appointed, according to the Rites and Form of such Church,
Society, Congregation, or Religious Community of which lie professes to be a
Clergyman or M inister, and unless he shall be a Subject of His Majesty, and shall
appear before the Justices of the )istrict in which he shall reside, in General
Quarter Sessions assembled, and unless he shall produce Proof of his Ordination,
Constitution, or Appointment as such Minister, and shall then and there take the
Oath of Allegiance to His Majesty, which Oath the said Court shall then and
there administer; and thereupon, if it shall appear to the Majority of the Justices
then present that he has been regularly ordained, constituted, or appointed as
aforesaid, they are hereby authorized and required to grant him a Certificate
under the Seal of the Court, and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk of
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