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sides You are a sick man yet, and these
people are dangerous. If it came to a
struggle, whiat chance would you have ?"

Mark slipped a serviceabie pistol out
of Wis pocket. 'm na dead shot," lie
said cheerfully. "I wouJdnt ned te
conit MUurder in Order toi effectually
disable any undesirable opponent. And
I feel quite mure hat'they 'wilI not be
on their guard against me. I amn known
to be a sort of nseless f ellew, and I
have been back f rom Europe for such
a short time-most of which I spent in
Vancouver-that it is ten to one against
their knowing me by siglit. Besides-
well, the other is a sentimental reason."

"I4 es have it: anyway."1
"Well ' you see, the one ride Miss

Christine and I-took together was along
that very road aind to that very inn. I
shokwed ier a way to imake the motor
horn, wihioh is out of order, soreamn like
a baishee. If she is anywhere in that
inn she would remetiber the sound of it,
I amn sure. 'Phat would put fier on dt
watoh for sorne way to hielp us. She
would recognize my voice also if 1
could get within -hearing dlistance-and,"
bluntly, 'Il do flot think that any one
of you (except the governor, whom they
know by sight), could possibly have the
thing at heart quite as I have."

"'flink we maig$ht fali down on the
job, d'o you?", grinned the big detective.
"But there may te something in what
you say. Only there rmust be modifica-
tien of the plan. You do not realize
how desperate these people wilIl e.
Now, ihow long do you thinkc you will
need to convmnce yourself whether or
not the girl is in the house?"

"A half an hour-twenty minutes
oug4t to do it."

"It would centain]y give the thing
away if you loafed longer than that.
Well, then, in twenty minutes a second
auto will be on hand, and on it wiUL e
rein fcrcements. Mr. Torrance, Mr.
Burns, Cunninghamn and myseif. We
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