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Dr. Douglas is of the opinion that a
compound of Jesuitism and Orangeism is
‘“‘more dangerous and far-reaching,”” than
a pure article of Jesuitism. 7The vener-
able doctor has given much study to such
matters, and quite likely he is right.

The census enumerators found 19,000
more members of the Church of England
In the diocese of Niagara than the clergy
can find. Dr. Langtry shouild give the
Lrexbyterian Church a rest, and address a
few 'words to his brethren on the duty
of pastoral vigitation.

Having feasted on Disruption literature
for weeks, and the feast was a good one;
having read the jubilee speeches on both
sides, amd speeches made by eminent men
not on either side, and admirable :peeches
most ol them' were, we are more firmly
persuaded than ever, that the less a
church has to do with poiiticians; and po.-
itieal jparties and gouvernments, the better.
Caesaf is a most useful man in his own

place, but his place is not the Church.

A3 we g0 to press, the advanced guard
of the As.embly is passing through the
city on their way to DBrantford. Judg-
ing Iromw what we hear, Brantford has
mad: the most elaborate and complete
preparations for thc meeting. The beau-
tiful little city on the Grand River will
do more than its share to make the meet-
Let us all hope and pray,
that the pimeteenth Assembly may be
the best in the history of the Church.

. Most of the funds are in a healthy con-

dition, the reports will show much solid
work done, and there is no reason, so
far as we can ree, why this meeting
should not be a model one. So may it
be. ' J

‘“‘Are you ;golug to the Assembly to-

‘nighv 2" asked a prominent Presbyterian’

of his neighbour in Washington. *‘No,”
was the reply, “it’s only IForeign Mis-
sicns.’”  Had
and the prospect for a fight been fairly
good, of course the man would have gones
perbaps an hour before the time, so as

to make sure of a seat. The old
bhymun and organ fights im Qur own
used to draw far larger

" erowds than the report on the ntate of

a3 large as some of the anti-Jesuit

religion. The General Assembly itsell
could not organize a prayer meeting half
neet-

lngs of four years ago. It is a great

~ pity that so many people prefer seeing

the worst cide of human nature.

In his ¢plendid opening address, Dr.
Wm. Chalmers Smith, Moderator of the
Free Church Assembly, said :— .

[Hitherto this chair has been filled by
distingulihed ecclesiastical, leaders, or at
least men o/ aifairs, and of ripe experience,

 whose words were of weight in the coun-

eils of the Church. This year you have
seen fit to choose one of a very different
type—one who never framed an overture,
never tabled a motlon, never presided
over a cowmmittee, rarely even made a

- ‘peech. and that only when he could not

.« be a much better Moderator
" “'who makes a specialty of practising in
- the Church Courts.
‘ked‘adva.utages of the old country sys-

.- help it.

Dz. 8mith’s speclalty is literature, and

. right nobly did be show In the chair that,

a man of literany tastes and habits may
than & manp

One of the undoubt-

¥l
i

the "Briggs case been on,.
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tem of electing Moderators, is that a
man of Dr. Smith’s literary tastes gets
into the chalr occasionally.

There will be no spiit in the American
Presbyterian Church. Some of the min-
isters who are clamouring for more liber-
ty, may find it in some other denomina-
tion, if they happen to find a bigger
salary along with it, but that is all that
will happen. Fifty years ago, four hun-
dred and seventy-four Presbyterian minis-
ters in Scotland, wulked out of their
manser,” and risked their daily bread, at
what they believed to be the call of
duty, but they were mot imen ‘much like
Briggs and his friends. Men who spend
their time and strength in trying to dis-
cover errors in the Bible, don’t take any
unnecessary risks on the bread-and- but-
ter guestion.

It would be interesting to know if any
of the esteemed Methodist brethren who
cheered Dr. Douglas so loudly, in the To-
ronto conference the other day, ever help-
ed to keep a brother Methodist out of
Parlioment. We are informed, on what
we believe excellent authority, that some
of the bitterest, and most persistent op-
ponents of the late Minister of Agriecul-
tur: in the Ontario Government, were his
brother Methodist preachers. It would
be interesting to know if any of these
esteemed  Simcoe brethren cheered the
eloquent periods of Dr. Douglas on the
alleged ‘exclusion ” and ‘“‘ostracism’ of
Mecthodists from Cabinet positions. We

- are alsc informed that most of the men

who worked the hardest to prevent tho
“exclusion” of the Minister of Agricul-
ture, were stalwart Presbyterians. Per-
haps it would be as weli for Dr. Douglas
to let sleeping dugs lie.

+ When Dr. Guthrie was minister of
Brechin, he had a eclerical neighbour so
weak and inefficient, that he could not
get a parish until he was fifty-five yeary
of age. Though they diifered very much
as ministers and as men, the pastor of
Brechin and his rural peighbour were the
best of friends. Soon after the Disrup-
tion, the rural brother called at Mr.
Guthrie’s residence, in Ldinburgh, asked
for Mrs. Guthrie, and told her that on

. o account would he meet her husband,

because he knew that Mr. Guthrie would
rate him soundly for not coming out of
the Establishment. The good lady as-
sured him that her husband was the most
forgiving of men, and would not say a
word on Church -affairs; but it was ull
no use. Mrs. Guthrie’s belief in the for-
giving power of her husband was greatly
strengthened by the fact that she had
frequently heard him give thanks be-
cause his old neighbour had stayed in.
The moral of this Disruption stdry, is,
that our own estimate of ourselves may
be somewhat different from the estimate
made of us Dby our friends.

1i :one denomination has a right to
representation on the Bench in Darlia-
ment, and in Governments, every other de-
nemiration has an equal right. There are
not seuts enough on the Bench in the
Superior Courts, to have a judge from
each of: tﬂe denuminations, and not money
encugh to pay them if they were ap-
pointed.” There are not places enough in
all the. Cabinets In Canada for represen-
tatives of all the religious bodies. But
what in the name of common sense is
meant by having a representative on the
Bench? Is it cupposed that a Methodist
judge would look atter the interests of
Methodists, a Catholic judge after the at-
fairs oi Catholic suitors, and a Presbyter-
ian see ‘that Presbyterian litigants hold
therr own ald perhaps a little more ? The
demand for a representative on the Bench
is a rather serious matter when you look
at it all round. The demand for repre-
sentation in Cablnets is not much better.
Why should any man be taken into or ex-
cluded from a Cabinet on account of his
religion. He may be the best possible
Cabinet Minister and not know much
about theology ; and he may be the vilest
poodler that, ever cursed a country and
profess to belong to an orthodox Chureh.
Corporate votes are the bane of our poli

“the solace of old dAge.”
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ties. How can a Protestant protest
againel the corporate vote of the Catho-
lic Chureh if one of the largest Protestant
churches in the Dominion complains about
imaginary * ostracism” and demands * re-
presentation’” on the Bench and in Gov-
ernments ?

Dr. Douglas was not fortunate in his
altempt to show that Methodists are ex-
cluded from the high places of law and
politics in  this country. There was a
Methaodist, a local preacher by the way,
in the Mowat Government; but lhe lost
his seat at the last general election, and
Sir Oliver, being a constitutional ruler,
couil not keep him in the Cabinet without
@ seat in the Legislature. Some years
ago, Sir John Macdonuld appointed a
Methodist to a judgeship, not in “the ob-
scuriticx of Muskoka and Bobeaygeon,” but
in Osgoode Tall, mainly because he was
a4 Methodist; but the learned gentleman
had scarcely warmed his seat until lhe
wandered off into another ecelesiastical
basture ground. Long years beiore that
time, Sir John took a Methodist, or at
least &« man who had Methodist connec-
tions and iniluence, into his Government,
but he, too, we understand, leit the Metho-
dist foid. Sir John Thompson is the son
oi a Methodist class-leader, and  was him-
sell, n¢ doubt, a good little Methodist
boy But even he fell from grace. It
ay be true, as Dr. Douglus observes,
that nome of these men left * to obtain
more religion,” but they leit, and because
they left, there were fewer Methodists
among the public men of the country.
There is just one remedy for this unior-
tunate state of things, and that is to
teasch aspiring Methodist boys the doe-
trine . of final perseverance. Sir Oliver
wias well grounded in that doectrine in
his young days; and neither imperial hon-
ours, nor a twenty years’ premiership
shake bis allegiance to his churech. ‘e
actually attends St. James Square twice
every Sabbath during a vacancy, and a
prelonged vacancy is a pretty severe test.
What the Methodist boys need to keep
their bheads level on the dizzy heights of
law and politics, is the Shorter Ca techism.
Presbyterianism has lost a very f{ew men
by bromotion in politics; but for the
nost part, they were men who hadn’t any
head to keep level.

BUNYAN CHARACTERS.*

Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress is not now
50 generally read, we imagime, asit was a
generation ago. A copy or two may
perhaps be found in every Sabbath-school
library, but we doubt very much if every
Christian household is furnished with a
copy. In the good old days when Looks
were dearer and scarcer and more highly
prized thai they are now, the imimitable
dream of the “brazier of Bedford” was
one ol the first books put into the hands
of a child after i had learned to read.
Then it was 2 rare 'thing to find an.in-
telligent boy or girl who had inot readl it 5
now it Is a rare thing tofinda boy or
girl of a simfilar age 'who has read it.

Our fathers did well and wisely when they-

placed in the hands of their children Bun-
yan’s great allegory—a book that is as
alluring to the young dnd simple as it
Is to the wise and learned—‘the joy of
childhood,”” as some one has said, “‘and
Apart from
the charm of the story and the profound
lessoms it teaches and enforces, %t should
be read and re-read by young and old
for the smplicity and purity and perfec-
tion of its English. As a companion
and mirror to ‘the Bible it has sent its
benign messages of patience and perse-
verance and mercy and hope and comfort
and courage to generation after genera-
tion of weiry amd way-stained pllgrims

" since it was first given to the world two

hundred years ago and more. As a work
of literary art, it has called forth the
highest &mnd. most eloquent eulogiums
from the most eminent literary critics.
Homest, old Dr. Johmson read it with de-
light, and wished the story were longer.
On- ¥t - Macaulay exhausted, If that were

* Lectures delivered in St. George’s Free Church, Kdin-
burgh : By Alexander Whyte, D. D., Author of ‘C haracter
and Characteristics of William Law. Rdiubu, gh and
London : Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier, 1893.
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possible, his vacabulary of eloquent com-

mondat‘on. Ite place as an English clas-
sic of the first rank has long been firmly

and  permamently established. But it8
merits and its messaes have ot
been  confined to English  readers.
“No  book,” says Morley  Punshon,
“but God’s own, has been go hon-
oured to lift up the Cross among the

fardoff nations of mankind. The Italian
has read it under the shadow of the Vati-
can, amd ‘the modern Greek among the
ruins of Athens; it has blegsed the Ar-
menian traificker, and it has calmed the
fierce Malay: ¥t has been borne up the
rivers of Burmah, amd it has drawn ‘tearf
from dark eyes im the cinnamon gardens
of Ceylon.
Wwoods have rejoiced in its simple story;
it has been as the Elim of palms and foun-
tains to the Arab wayiarer ; it has merved
the Malugasy for w faithful martyr-
dom. or for trial of cruel mockings and
tortures more intolerable than death. The
Hindoo hae ‘yiclded to its spelfby Gunga’s
sacred stream, and, (0 crowning triumpli
Hebrews have read it om ‘the slopes of
Olivet or on the bamks of Kedron, and
the tender-hearted daughters of Salem,
descendants of those who wept for the
sufferings of Jesus, have ‘ wept ‘' over it,
‘for thimselves pmid for their children.’ ”

We have dwelt thus on Bunyan’s great
work, perhaps unnecessarily, for it may
happily be that it is not nearly so much
neglected by the young people of Canada
as ‘'we have !magimed. Be that as it
may, however, we Zet from time to time

gratifying . evidence that the influ-
ence of the Dreamer of Bedford
jall is as potent to inspire the

best thought and the best speech of the
best minds in- our own day, as it has
ever been in the past.
thinkers find in him an inexhaustible store:
house of suggestion and illustration and

Teachers and-

i

The Bechuanas in their wild -

violumes “such as the one now before U8’
are examples of the abundant treasures
that may be gathered therein. We can-

not attempt anything like a critical ex-
amination of these admirable Sabbath
Evening ILectures. Basel om the char-
acters in Bunyan, they deal with human
nature and the Christian life. Dr. Whyte’8
style is c¢Mar, simple, impressive and oiten
genuinely eloquent. He is ever unmis-
takably u earnest. He turns the search
light of truth with impartial fidelity
on both pulpit and pew,; and the star-
tled reader is apt to be discovered to him-
seli in a way he was perhaps never dis-
covered Defore. There are throughou!
the lectures many striking aad instruc-
tive passages which we had marked for
quotation, but which we find ourselves re-
luctantly compelled to omit. The vol-
ume s beautifully printed and neatly
bound ; and w2 unreservedly commend: it
to all our readers, both mimisterial and
lay.

.

THE SUSPENSION OF DR. BRIGGS.

The case of*Dr. Charles A. Briggs has
been heard and isrued by the highest court
of the Presbyterian Church. That what
promised to be an interminable matter has
been concluded should be a matter of
thaukfulnes: to everybody —to those who
made the famous plea for * peace and
work” as well as te those who made the
counter-plea for “ purity, order and
peace.”” There is nothing more distrac-
tive and scarcely anything mbre protrac
tive than a heresy trial. Another year’®
delay for the- action of the intermediate
court would, whatever may be Leld a8
to the constitutional questions involved,
have been an affliction on the publie, and
in the end the result could not have beed
different.

When the General Assembly decided,
two weeks ago, to entertain the appeﬂ'
from the judgment of the New York Pres:
bytery acquitting Irofessor Briggs, all
that has followed was foreordained. It
was impossible in the discussions on th€
question of entertaining the appeal tO
avoid touching -upon the merits of . the
case. Indeed, the merits of the case have
long been before the Church, and every
intelligent minister and layman knew what

they were. The vote of the General AS- .
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