
heibvemi Ail else, w'aethier it please or pain us, wliether it give
take aw'ay, ail thinigs work togcetiier for good to themn that love
.Him.

NoNvicre ar.e we tauglht that it is God's main Iurpose to gîve
us prosperity. Lt might have been if He liad willed it, so, and the
earth Nvould hlave been pL'(pled býy a race *of iinîbeciles wvlio, thoughi
mnrufled býy any of the' storms of life, wvore utterly without strengcti i
il, their innmostsouis. Thie liero «es of history are not nuiscd uprm
the lap of case. Theirs is the struggl e, the trial and the Nvar; theirs
too the filial Victory. God's muainm purpose is not to mnake us pros-
peroius, but to malle us good. Ris chlief colncernl is with ourselves.
not with our surrounding".. Hie wvould build Up character. lie
%vould have us mn. If whiat we cati prosptirity -will bcst minister
to these ends, then wve inay be SUre we shall have it. But if on the
other liand, as is inost probable, some discipline of trial is needed to
round aud perfect, our life, thon let us bv thankftl whcen it coinès.
If wc miss thme liglît affliction, whichi is but for a inoient,%e l1' i-Ss
also thme far more exceedingr and eternal weighit of glory.

Before our thazinksgiviiug eau be universal, we inust liave faiLli
iii God, iot the easy faith of intellectual assent, b ut the faith wvhich
is ro(>ted in our inmmost being. Probably thero will be whole period,
of oui- lile whcero such a faiLli w;ill iot ser to need exorcise at ail.
Our atlà;ir-s mnoving on in a ecar curreut, agretil to our owni
desires, we shiah begin to Nwonder, Per'maps, whiy filithi is muade so-
umluchi of iii1 Scriptutre, and in wiat. w'av iL is the victory whili over-
comceth the w'orld. But we ]lave imot yet tcsted it. Lt is not ili
fair weather, but whien the storin rages Limat wve need the house timat
is founded upon a rock. Your life and mine wvi1l be unlike the ]ives.
of1 nmost imen if iL lias no scasoin. of trial and doubt and fear, unchmcered
by ally frienly ra-y, uxless. we behieve withi au absolute certainty of
conviction wii it is îmîm-ossible Lo dcstroy in thme love and good-
ness of (Jod, the (bud of ail Consolation. the Go<I who biath mot deait
with uis afLer our sils, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities:
the God whio feeds thme flock of mauikind like a shiephierd, gatheriiig
the haims wvith Ris ani, and carrying thmein in His bosoni; thoe God
whio is a hidimg place froin the wind, a covert, froin the temupest, the
shiadowv of a grcat rock iu a weary land : Ltme God wlho is F ather of
the mn Christ Jesus, temupted, despisedl, forsaken, yet even on the
cross able to luk up and s-ay, 'Iateinto Thy hands J. comiit
xmîy sîî
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