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" have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation. This
appears the more manifest, for the very Yechnical languawe
of the prior dispensations has been transferred tothose by
which they were succeeded. And it is from not attendir g
to the relation of the several dispensations of religion 10
eiach other, and 10 the sense of the phrases which have been
brought from the Synagogue into the’ Church, that we are
now disturbed by useles~ if hot pernicious contioversies con:

.cerning original sin, regeneration, conversion, election, jus-
tific atin, and the perseverance of the Saints. "And until
tie disputants shall agree to trace the great profressive .
schene of revelation from its commencement to its com-
pletiony it will be impossible to put an end to these,contiv-
versies, '

Another error, equally pernicious, and no legs prevalent,
is that which gives 1o preachitig a decisive and permanent
Tro-cmincice over ali the ordinances of the Gospel. Prench-
ine has often been abused, is peculiarly liable to abuse, and
would perhaps require more resiraint than is consistent with
what is called the liberal and independent spirit of the age.”
Preaching is much more liable to abuse than the ministrg-
tion of any other “ordinance " of the Gospel in any regular
copmunion. It is a means of influence and an gbject of
“vanity; and it frequently maintaips the one and feeds ‘the
other Y when in fact it is most erroneous in itself, and most
injurpus to the interests of the people. How opposite so-
the common opinion may now be, it is not by preach-
ing/ generally or principally that men are to be instructed in
ithessound principles and salutary practice of the Christian
" Faith.  The four, five, or six sermons which the common
nonon may lead many to hear in the course of a week, and
it ciny be of almost every week, will not geverally leave at
the vlose of the 1)year the certain note of one step’s progress
in tne perfection requised in the Gospel. The same subject
a« | thesame sonnds are heard4n the commenceiment, in the

r g.essy and in the close of this preaching ;" and ‘while the

Eomer-thin}{s himself full, he is really as empty and igno-

Yant as when he commenced. . Yet'by his vacancy at prayer

-aud by the little attedlion and value which he seems to be-
stow on all| the public erdinances, it follows that preaching
is, in‘his gbtimation, the one thing needful.” Between' the
neglect of preachipg and this undue and dangerous pre-em-
inence, there is surély 'some medium ; and that medium may




