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Mark Savoie is busy pretending that he is dead so that he
can get out of doing a seminar. So the honourable task of
filling this large space in the sports section has fallen into
my hands. The first question that comes to mind is - what
the hell should I write about? The answer to this is not as
clear as I'd hoped as unfortunately Mark has already cov-
ered most topics in his own inimitable way. However there
is one entering my mind.

How do you find the best team in a league?

Two major groups of thought come to mind. The first is
prevalent in most European sports, where the team’s play
over the entire season is considered. The second is the
(North) American way. Whoever can beat a team who has
beaten everybody else deserves the crown.

So which is better? Let's consider their merits. In a cham-
pionship based entirely on league play, every game from
the first of the season, to the last (usually about 9 months
later) is important. However by half way through the sea-
son most teams are categorized into contenders, mid-ta-
ble and no hopers and to some this may make the games
of the second and third much less attractive. However you
will unarguably find the best team over the entire year.
The tournaments are considered inferior, something to
base the rest of your season around if you've got no chance
of winning the league.

On this side of the pond playoffs rule. The regular season
is like an extended pre-season with teams jostling for posi-
tion for the playoffs. This is especially true for leagues where
more than 50% of the teams qualify for the playoffs. The
one exception, baseball, is on the way to selling it’s soul
with the new playoffs which would have started last sea-
son. However, they still only have eight playoff teams out
of 30. The reason for the tendency towards ever-growing
playoffs? The seductive power of the boob tube (like you
need me to tell you).

My message to leagues with-near 50% playoffs is this.
Don't sit on the fence. Either have the best teams from
the league in or all of the teams in. While TV stations will
pay lots and lots of cash for playoffs, its an absolute rip-
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off. You are reducing your regular season to an extended
pre-season. So please, if you don’t want a season just get rid
of it, have 9 game playoff series from the start of the year.
The whole idea of having a series is to decide the best team,
$0 why not just have a short preseason and start with the
playoffs, you can draw for seeds. The TV companies will love
it. Tension and drama from day one. It also saves the citizens
of Ottawa and Hartford six months of embarrasment. Two
weeks and their season’s done.

Don’t get me wrong. Tournaments have their place, but as
a way to let several leagues do battle, not as the conclusion
to one league’s season. The NCAA basketball tournament is
the best example of this. Due to various impracticalities, like
there being too many good college teams to allow them to
play each other even once in a reasonable length regular
season, the transitive nature of college basketball teams, re-
cruiting, eligibility and drafting, means that the best sixty-
four teams change from year to year.

As you may gather from this, I'm in favour of a full league pro-
gram rather than playoffs to decide the champion. Perhaps its
just my nurturing, being from the other side of the Atlantic. How-
ever, there comes a stage when you have to stop and ask, is the
sport being shown on television or manufactured by television?

The NCAA basketball tournament is also the source of my
favourite conspiracy theory of the week. The question being
asked around televisions all over the continent is - “How much
did The First Fan have to pay the Orangemen not to win?”
While basketball players aren’t usually recruited on their GPA,
it is usually a good idea to try to find some who can remem-
ber how many timeouts they have left.

Tuning into a maritime sports show this week I noticed that
a certain Sparky hockey Red has been upping his playoff ex-
posure with the Cole Harbour Colts of the Maritime Junior
Hockey League. Good to see that he’s still showing the same
emotional fire that we saw in the second half of the season,
though its probably just as well the check from behind wasn’t
from the ever tempted Kanoo.
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SERVING THE COMMUNITY
Campus Rec offers a variety of activities
and services for students of UNB and STU
and Rec Members.

RECREATION OFFICE

The Campus Rec Office is located on the
first floor of the LB Gym, Room A-121
(first door on your left once through the
lobby). The counter window is open to
serve the campus community Monday to
Friday, 9am to 4pm. Office phone: 453-
4579.

ments for men, women and co-eds. All
intramural sports aim to develop the in-
dividual through physical activity,
healthy competition and fair play.

SPORTS CLUB

A sport club is comprised of a group
of individuals who wish to participate
in a particular sport or activity as a
level of competency not normaly pro-
vided in other intramural, recrea-
tional or elite program. They are a

Campus Recrealion

INFORMATION LINE
453-4578 Recorded schedules + informa-
tion is provided 24 hours a day.

NON-CREDIT INSTRUCTION
Campus Rec offers non-credit instruction.

INTRAMURAL SPORTS
The Intramural sport program offers a
wide variety of team leagues and tourna-

great way to meet people with simi-
lar interests and provide opportunies
for instruction, competition, and so-
cial interaction.

FACILITIES

Avariety of facilities are available for
students and recreation members to
engage in physical activity at their lei-
sure.
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3rd and FINAL

General

Meeting

Sunday, April 2, 1995

M*Laggan Hall 105
7:00P.M.

We want you there!

THE GREATEST
CLASSIC XXX FILM
OF ALL TIME!!

Buy Behind the Green Door

$19_95

and receive
Behind the Green Door
"The Sequal”

FREE!

We are Atlantic
Canada's largest

all adult Video Stores.
You name it,

we have it!!

ideo

Adult toys,
magazines,
marital aids,
novelties, etc
Largest selection
location

Thousands of Full length XXX
great movies for movies
rent or sale 2 for only

ssta;i:g ;t 519 99

4 Maritime Locations
* 125 Main St., Dartmouth — Tel:435-5312
* 6434 Quinpool Rd. - Tel: 492-0026
* 207 St. George St. — Tel:855-2337
* 476 Queen St, Fredericton — Tel: 458:2048

CLIP OR SAVE THIS AD
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