Influence Unawares

Fy FRANCES GREENMAN.
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“I caleulate,” said Pa Dallas, “that
the commissioners a:n't asking odds
of no one. Dear knows
are far from good, and there’s not a
mite of use to try to make them de-
cide on our west road. I feel it in my |
bones they're going to pick on the east
route. < '
Pouring two buckets of foaming
. into a big § in the milk house,
ked inqu.ringly at his wife. Ma
her time to fini the
she plunged the
{ water and !}
nail

,(jm‘u sliding in a pan of cookies, It's
Just a pot or so of geraniums and
cheerful paint, Mittie.”

The visitor shook her head. “Your
kitchen has a soul, Ma. 1 suppose you
have heard the commissioners are go-
ing over our road Saturday. They
have a Mr. Paul, a good road expert,
down from the city.”

“Better get a bad-roads expert,”
said Ma dryly. “If anyone can s
two worse roads than the ecast
west ones our commissioners are in-
specting, I don't want to view ‘em.
There’s not one reason why we
shouldn’t get the paving on our road,
nor, so far as I know, why the east
road shouldn’t neith

“K t.me it rains I tell Henry
I'd about as soon be tossed up in a
blanket as to. go to town over our
road. ‘Sam Sprout’s going to be a
widower one of these days, it takes
so long to get a doctor when Mary
has those spells. On a smooth road
Doc Kilroy could make it in a quarter
of the time. Think what a good road

1 to us all.”
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Swaying magic, music toward a
breezy dawn,
All the east adart with flame,
Gayly down the misty road where the
night ho.d gone
That's the way the circus came.

Something sweet and fairy-wild struck
across the dew,
Just a mystic thrill of sound calling
elfishly;
Then he stopped and held his breath,
waiting, for he kuew
Nothing woke such echoes but the
calliope.
So it came upon his view;
Band aglitter, gold and blue;

yof the forks to the left of the plate.|
For the same reason, salts ‘and pup»;
pers fit in at the far side of the plate|
between the glasses and the bread
and butter plates.

Food is passed people on their left
sides as they can thus take it from
the dishes most casily with their right
hands. |

Plates are removed from the table|
from guest’s r Use the left!
hand to lift the plate. Have the new
plate to be placed on the table in the
right hand and set it down by shoving
it under the one being lifted by the
left hand. All these ways make for
comfortable meals.

Why We Set Our Tables.

Why not put all the silver on one
side of the plate, or on top of it?
Why make all the fuss we do about
table setting? 1Is “setting the table”
a mere matter of style—somebody’s
notion—or is there reason behind
the custom? :

There are people who seem to be
annoyed by the way “some folks put
on style” at the table; there are others
who are in doubt as to what s correct
form; and young people who
have not learned to set a table
just right ¢

Unnecessary racket at table inter-
feres with pleasant conversation.|
Pleasant conversation helps digestion, |
so for the sake of quietness as well|
as to save a good table, we put a Select your runners from some per-
silence pad under the tablecloth. fect-flowering, hardy variety. In mid-

Things which annoy any one cansummer pot the plants into five or
spoil a meal. Things dawry annoy|six-inch flowerpots. Since the trans-
orderly souls, so out of kindness to| planting should disturb the roots no
these we put both the pad and the | more than can be helped, it is best to

a

t side.
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|
Christmas Strawbe
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Women, habited and plumed, riding |
steeds of snow; |
Cowbhoys, too, erect and brown;
Elephants and—oh, the clown;
Cages closed upon bheagts he |
would never know |

I

what

I the woman in the rocker. “I'm

lowy, Mittie,” she said, “but I|
especially when I'm try-

vn with my butter and

same condition

t home.” |

v ld forth on roads

2 long call from: an auto horn
> the quiet of the morning

's Henry!” she.exclaimed.

Ma, if you can think €

you use your inHluence.”

lay Mrs. Dallas re-
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! Dallas had neither
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kitchen came to Ma as she rested in|

a comfortable rocking chair in the|

living room: There were fresh bread|

,land baked beans; and a large pot of|
" simmering for supper on|

range added also its|

you churnirg

ce

harn'it
fa Dall i
v cdd yea Ma was putting a plate of  sally|
H n the table when an idea came|
Hastily crossing to the tele-|

l

to her.
phone, she called a number.

“That you. Mr. Thorp? You ac-
quainted with Mr. Paul? Yes, the
good-roads expert. What sort is he?|
No, ro, I suppose he is honest. City
man? - Lived on a farm when a boy.
Oh! What? Friend of Ted McCool's?
Sho! T don't even know him. A little|
rhermatic! We all are, Thank you.”|

Al upper Peter and Clar-

talked road
do a mite of good to (r}"
men like Billy Mix and
said Pa
ed Ma,
diches of strawberrie
vou mean by ‘influenc

“Oh, sort of talk ’em over
Enow no elocutor, Ma. T can't.”
uldn’t try, then,” said Ma
fully. |
t evening Ma Dallas’s mind re-!
1 to a long-gone year whun che
a little boy fr: eat

“It seems dreadful now
rself. -“I never see o cherry
v but I also see that young-
ywn eyes that looke t me
eovoachful. T was ashamed right

If he hadn't broken a limb from
best tree, I don't suppos2 I'd have
Iim My, how he put for
{ looking back as if I was

after. Left his hat
and never did come back for iL.”

M2 laughed scftly. Her memory,|
like her butter, s excellent. Shef
cont:nued to rock and to “visit” with
herself. “Ever since I heard-Ted had
come back, I've wanted to make some|
sort of reparation, though I don’t have |
any notion he's one to harbor m’urlzc&'
|I've most a mind to do it. I've an
idea he's a real lovable chap, and I'd
like to see him again. I believe (h:\t:
little straw hat of his is up z‘nrct;
this very minute, and I'll ask aim to|
come get his hat.” |

(Concluded in next issue.)
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Never still, the muic spoke like a pi(y|

code; |

Wrapped hi in its lilting notes, |

held him like a charm;

Passed and left him rooted fast in the |
empty road,

Guarded by the friendiy
father's farm

Ch
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he sunrise light
the hills from
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Faded, r
There

and away
1 to hoe to-day
am of fairyland passed his
parade
Silver lined the maple trees in
dusking light;

Eyes upon the hilltop bent,
Chin in palms, he watched the road
climb and dip from sight

That's the way the circu

the |

went

Commercializing

by

the Shark. ‘

sailormen, and |
hated by fishermen, long been |
the pariahs of the but now they
can be fished at a profit, and hundreds
of Canadian fishermen will be hunting
them this summer. Not only ¢ (In-xrl
skins be cenverted into an excellent |
leather, but their ofl has assumed
commercial value, as a has |
been discovered by which fish oils can |
zed. Lord Leverhulme, the
British soap king, has been acquiring |
interests ifi the British and Canadian
fisheries, and it reported that he
has rights in the decdorizing process,
and that his chief purpose in entering |
the fishing industry is to secure oils |
for his factories, one of which is
cated in New Brunswick on the shores
of the .Bay Fundy. Sharks pursue
the herring and mackerel in
great nuiber along the coasts of the
Maritime provinces, in summer,

In Nova Scotia, the catching of dog ‘
fish, shark !.lmh’
1y, has been carried on to some mtm'.l,!
the dog-fish being used in the fertilizer
factories. Their skin
verted into leather.

——tp e

Cattails for Food.

Possibly cattails may yet be culti-
vated for food. Their rootstocks
which are rich in starch, are eaten by
scnre tribes of American Indians

These cattall roots contaln four|
times as much starch as potatoes, |
weight for welght, with more than 3|
per cent. of fat, and they yield a ﬂouri
that makes a “pleasing and palatable” |
bread. Under caltivation, the |

plant
would yield, it is thought, \uluable!
crops.
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“Run down cellar, Clarissy, and “in- |
fluence’ the lard and that dish of |
berries to come up into the kitchen.”
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| the
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tablecloth on straight w.th the table' take the plants up with a trowel,
and hanging at even lengths on oppu-’ Choose carefully the earth in which
sides Thens we sct the table they are to be set. C swil is likely
to sour and pack, and sand runs out
If the table is of that unfortunate .and s up too quickly. The ideal
variety which spots when liquids are preparation is rotted turf, but that

spilled upon it, slip an oilcloth under is often hard to dark loam
or between the parts of the pad to pre. sifted garden soil will answer-—makes
vent a frown of worry on the part of | an lent To ry
the hostess should someone spill his! bushel of the soil add a quart of bone
coffee meal. That not absolutel
Now, hav.ng placed the table and, sary, but it will greatly i
covered it with a neatly ironed table-| quantity and the quality of the crop
cloth, we plan for the seating of the When you have set the plants in
To ba comfortable, each per-| the pots put them into some place that
ty-two inches is not too sunny, and that is sheltered
for “elbow m drying wing iere they will
to steadily A
o very
s regularly as you

exe substitute.
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prove the

folks,
son needs at least twe
of the of the
room."”

The host or host 3
the plates or not. but there must be well. Water them
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en, in the p of growth
trength, it 1 h disaster,
it will at once put forth all its pow-
ers to itself. In the case
of strawt lants are readily
brought into | v what is known
as the “drying-out” proc which
it with its edges square with the edges conzists in nothing more than cutting
the table and parallel with the off the plants’ supply of water. It
It “looks” better that way. i must be done not suddenly, but gradu-
Napkins should ail be folded ‘with | 2lly “{“i judiciously, so that they will
a corner on the outside. There willl "ot wilt. When the plants find that
then be no riddle about unfolding it. hard times are setting in, they will
Place the napkn so that the corner| Put out fruit stems; as soon as those
points toward the plate and the edge; 87 well abliched; the watering
of the table. This corner can then be Should begin again.
and Under ordinary indoor conditions
strawberries will ripen in four or five
weeks from the time when they blos-
so that by cutting off the water
few days about the middle of
s possible to have ber-
stmas time,
ke

fr

th
w
genera
that other

the es at
be
for
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If a plate is not to be before each; HO!
person when he sits down, the r
is put in this place because it is re-
moved before the plate comes, If s
plate is there, the napkin by
the side of the silver on the left-hand
ide of the plate, the silver next to
the plate aid the napkin further away
because the n n will be taken up
first. It is placed on the left, because
e usually fewer pieces of silver
s side and more room for it. Lay

ess
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nt is
place o
and

wk
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must
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one
the

other step in
crop. In the
garden poliniz: carried on by
bees and by the wind; but in the
house the fert n of the blossoms
must bhe dor hand, by transferring
natch stem some of the pollen
pen flower to another
Unless the blos-
the fruit- stems

left of the
and de
It

pieces of

plate, to divide the
ignate which ones they
to put all other
right of the

the right

silver ‘o

are is proper to
ilver at
lute as they arc used w
hand
The spoon or knife to be used first © !
is placed fartheszt from the plate and 1rom one wide-
the one second next, to heip in know-| On the same pi
ing who's silver is who's as each piece SOmMs ferti
is removed. | will be barren.
i
Some pieces of silver such as knives |
and spoons are used at the same Potpourri Jars and Bags of Sweet
course and it is immaterial which i Clover.
lifted from the table first, but to save. Most girls have made or seen rose-,
confusion all knives are placed closest petal potpourri jars; but sweet-clover
to the plate and all spoons farther| jars and bags are not so familiar. |
away. The for! have already hm-n‘ Use the blossoms . of the sweet
placed at the other side of the plate.| clover, combined with lemon verbena
Most waiters would rather put an/ and geranium leaves; if you wish, add
extra fork at each plate for the pie| a few rose petals. Gather the blos-
than to have to run to the silver, soms in great bunches, together with
drawer to get one fork during the!a few clover leaves; then spread them

gerving of the meal, for some person  on dry newspapers and place them

the of

on

zed

| who has chanced to leave his fork on| where they will have plenty of sun-

s

! the great oil boom

unsafe to act on the captair
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“But don't you care about our get-
ting the paved road, Aunt Dell ?” wail-
ed pretty Clarissy. |

“You know well’'s 1 do, child, how|
I'm all but jounced to a jelly after'
a trip to town. However, I'm real busy
now, thinking about ‘influence.’ ” |

While Ma made cooky dough she
pondered her subject. She got out the
crimp-edged cooky cutter and began
to make circies in the sugar-sprinkled
dough on the moulding board.

“Let’s see,” she mused, “I spanked |
Ted McCool once when I caught him!
in my cherry tree, and now he's real
important—a highway engineer, been |
called on to go over both roads and|
advise the commissioners. Now X'lll
wager—"

What she would wager she did not'
say, for the dining room door opened, |
and a tall, thin woman with a silk
bag on her arm came into the kitchen.

“Why, Mittie Brewster!”

“I knocked at every door, Ma. I
told Henry I'd rather sit a spell with
you than look at the best Berkshire
ever penned. Henry's daft on Pig'.
He's gone over to Charlie Stetson’s to
try to buy another.”

rs. Dallas plumped up the cushion
in the calico rocker by the morning-
glory window.

“I'm glad you did, Mittie, but I'm
right in the midst of cookies.”

“Go on, Ma; you know I can tat and
talk same as you can bake and talk.
My! You own_the homiest kitchen in
the country, I tell folks if I was col-
lecting kitehens, like we used to collect
buttons, I'd have yours on my charm
string sure.”

Ma laughed and tested the temper-

ature of the oven with her hand be-'

Old Pigs

A reading room and library that can |
exist in complete independence and
probable ignorance that any such per-|
son as Andrew Carnegie ever lived is
sufficiently unique to command atten- |
tion. One such not only, exists but
flourishes in a pigsty in Hartshay, a
Derbyshire, England, hamlet, and its
beginning possesses many interesting
features.

Up to about thirty years ago the
men, the sober-minded ones, had no
other meeting place In Hartshay after
the day's work was done than the
bridge over the Cromford and Derby
Canal. There they smoked, read the
evening paper aloud and talked over
current events. This was not a bad
rallying place when the weather was
warm and fair, but in the winter it
was not quite as pleasant, Then,
when 1t rained or was very cold, they '
walked down the towpath and held
their meetings under the bridge. I

In the autumn of 1892 omne of the
members of the little assembly cnme'
into undisputed possession of a plg-!
sty, the former occupants of which
had been converted into:pork. The |
new owner furnished it with a lew]
boxes for seats and invited his mnlesi
to make it thelr winter quarters. They
jumped at the chance, and thenceforth |
met nightly in the pigsty.

It was the rude:t hovel, barely eix
feet square, and without windows, so

ty is Foundation of Library

Iulaumuuthm‘.

'!

! the plate removed by the waiter.

candles were necessary day and night.
To enter it was necessary to crawl |
through the low door on hands nnd\
knees. Nevertheless, the former habl- | » . ’
tues of the canal bridge promptly con- ! changing of plates and silver for each
stituted themselves a society, nl:d;’“’u”c'

drew up rules for the government of | Plates and silver should never come
Lower Hartshay Reading Room. | closer than one inch from the edge of

Soon a rough table was added; a |the table. Then they will not get
daily and a weekly newspaper were | knocked off or upturned. Place forks
subscribed for, and, in addition to the | with the tines up and spoons with
few books that the members owned, ' the bowls up; they set firmer this way.
a number were contributed by out-' Turn the sharp edge of the knife to-
siders. Fiye nights In the week read- | ward the plate.
ing, smoking, games and social inter-' Place water and other glasses on
course were in order; but Wednesday the space near the end of the blade
and Friday evenings were devoted to of Lhe knife. This has proved a con-
reading aloud by the best scholar, and | venient position for reaching them and
the first two books thus read were one where they are least often over-
Carlyle’s “French Revolution” and turned.

Gibbon's “Decline and Fall of the Ro-' Place the coffee cup by the side of
man Empire.” 1lhe silver at the right of the plate

When there were twenty or more after the soup spoon or other silver
members they decided to take the ad- used in preliminary courses have been
Jolning pigsty. A full sized door was removed. This makes it necessary to
put in; a skylight placed in the roof; fput gide dishes at other places such
rough wooden benches added; also a as on the space at the end of the
battered and smoking stove; the fork and to the left of the plate; or
walls were whitewashed and book 'if no coffee is on the table they may
shelves put up. All the work was done be placed at the right of the plate,
by the members. | spoons and knives.

Thanks to good financial manage-! The use of a separate small plate
ment, the shelves are now laden with for bread and butter is an economy
books; otherwise the pigsty library and a comfort. The bread and but-
has not been further improved, Nor ter plates, for convenience and so as
Is there reed of finer surroundings; not to interfere with the position of
other dishes, s placed at the ends

a piece of silver does not alwa

light and air. To produce the best

The flavor of food which adheres to| result, the flowers should dry quickly;,

for that reason it is better not to pre

blend with that of the following dish.| pare the filling for the jars or bags|
Out of this has grown the custom of in damp or cloudy weather. ‘

When the flowers are quite dry strip|
the leaves and cut the blossoms from |
the stems with sharp scissors. Then|
blend the leaves and the flowers and |
place them in any small jar that has|
a cover. If you leave the jar open for|
a time every day, the dried flowers
will fill the room with a delicate,
meadow-like fragrance.

If you prefer, place the leaves and
the blossoms in bags of organdie or
voile and lay the bags in the drawers
or boxes in which you keep your
lingerie.

— e
The Modern Child.

Papa was about to apply the strap.
“Father,” said Willle, gently but

l

| I must protest.”

firmly, “unless that Instrument of chas-
tisement has been properly sterilized

The old man gasped. I
“Morecver,” continued Willle, “the
germs that might be released by the
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The World’s Oil-Tank.

Baku, it is said, has fallen
hands of the Bol
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wevists
in

bern
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1859, when oil wa 1t tapped
by boring Natural’ naphtha-springs
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visible from the town It was the
Nobel Brothers ) first laid a pipe-
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one refinery @ ne spent $75,000 ¢ 3
on men ¢ camels for transportation

The carriers, thrown out of their
job, atfacked the piping. so that event-
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Pussy U

Admiral Beatty
story regarding the ship's cat on the
During the Jutland battle the
shattered by a shell
invalids had been re-
but, by an over
in the bay,

tells an

Lion
sick was
Happily, the
moved beforehand,
sight, the cat, who lived
had been left behind.
General grief was expressed by the
crew at the loss of the cat, but greatly
to the surprise of the men told off to
clear away the debris,. a good healthy
meeow heard, followed by flve
little meeows. Puss had hidden away
on a shelf, and had signalized the bat-
tle by giving birth to five kittens, who
distributed throughout the

bay

was

are now
Navy.
Another cat story 18 told by Captain
Llewellyn of the s.s. Naldera. One of
the ships which he commanded in the
s blown up by a mine. In a
all the passengers, some 500
taken off in

war w
rough se¢
in number,
boats.
When rowing away from the scene
of the wreck, the captain noticed one
of the s floating on a malil-bag
He she in charge of
the boat the to have her
taken on board, but
s after t k

were safely

hip's cats
ited to th lcer

rearest cat

s before t
chasing a rt
tongue in a rat trap. This had made
her savage, and the officer in charge
of the boat had., therefore, deemed it
5 request
Now for the sequel Twenty-four
days and twenty hours after the sink-
ing of the ship, the cat and the mall-
bag were washed ashore The cat, al-
though thin und feeble, was still active
y well. Her tonguc
had healed, and she is now installed

as head cat on a pleasure yacht, the |

owner of which had heard of her mar-
vellous escape. Rain fell' heavily dur
ing some part of the twenty-four days,
and the cat is supposed to have kept
herself alive by licking the water from
her coat.

—_——

Minard's Liniment used by Physicians

Bread sponge that sets
too long may be sour.

the |

COARGBE SALT
LAN SALT
Bulk Carlots

TORONTO SALT WORKS
C. J. CLIFF TORONTO

violent impact of leather upon a por- |

ous textile fabric but Iately exposed'
to the dust of the streets would be
likely to affect you deleterioualy.”
The strap hung limp in the nerveless
hand and Willle beat it.
sl e

Cut Your Fuel Bills In Halfby Using

“CLEAN ALL”

BOILER COMPOUND
Manufactured by

o T GG .:.‘: Yo’

Limited,

Keep Minard’s Liniment in the house,

|

|
|
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ALESMEN AND'SULPHUR KING

OF CHEMICALS

MILLIONS OF TONS USED
EVERY YEAR.
nning War as
Essential Ingredient of
High Explosives.

With
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n of “burning
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old day
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ed every yvear
coal-tar
Itis

to the rubber industry,
and plays important part the
making of wood pulp for paper

Matches, Inks, and other every-day
commodities depend r their produc
tion on sulphur or the sulphuric acid
which is derived by a process of dls-
tillation from brimstone Sulphur
helped-to win the war, for it is one of
the essentials of powder and high ex-
plosives

Immense quantities

id are in the
oda, bleaching powder, and in calico
printing. Vitrol is from it
as well as many chemical preparations
of great value in factory and labora-
tory.
Sulphur has
rliest times

soap
dy hatteries
Indispensable

an in

of sulphuric
used nanufacture of

prepared

known frem the
The greatest supplies
come from Sicily, where at one time
there were three hundred mines, some
400,000 tons being exported annually.
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Pumping Molten Sulphur.

Of late years large qua ies of sul-
phur have been recovered from the
waste of soda manufacture, while huge
deposits have been discovered in many
parts of the United States. In Louisi-
Texas, and along the Gulf of
sulphur is found In domes
hundred to a thousand feet
or more below the surface of the
ground. These domes range in df
ameter from a few yards to a mile and
a half, and have been found to extend
to depths of several thousand feet

Instead of digging for sulphur, as in
Sicily, the mineral in the States is
pumped from the earth, after being
rendered Into a molten state by am
apparatus invented by a
German—Herman Frasch

It was known that sulphur would
melt at a temperature of 239 degrees
Fahrenheit, and Frasch hit upon the
fdea of dislodging the mineral by heat

ana,
Mexico
from a few

| as it lay in the earth, pumping it to

the surface while still a fluid, storing
it, and allowing it to recongeal. This
he accomplished with the aid of a line

| of triple pipes, one inside the other

| citement.

| woman waited, and In a few

| next morning it lay
| porch floor, and not a

Through the vuter pipe he sent hugp
volumes of superheated water;
through the centre and smallest tube
he pumped compressed air to the
bowels of the earth—air which forced

sam of molten sulphur through
the intermediate conduit as it was re-
duced to liquid state by the heat .of tha
water

The liquid sulphur, gushos
through the pipe is run into
made of heavy planking and capable
of holdi winds of tons, where it
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Troubles of Sparrows.

One morning a woman noticed a
commotion among the sparrows that
nested under the eaves of her back
porch. They were twittering Indig-
nantly and flying about Ih great ex.
When she Investigated sha
saw her leghorn pullet, which must
have looked like a giantess to the
sparrows, sitting complacently on the
small nest. Getting quietly down, the
minutes
the pullet flew down, cackling proud-
ly. She had lald an egg in the little
SPArrow’'s nest.

Curious to see what would happen,
the woman left the egg there, but the
smashed on the

n of the nest
remained. Unob-

under the eaves

| served the sparrows had spirited away

each little straw,

tuft of soft bark,
itring aid strand of horsehalr, ana
the egg had rolled over the edge. The
woman wondered whether the spar
ws had shoved it over
The next day the pullet again flow

| up under the eaves, but, finding only

|

bare boards, she ret ed to the heas
house, cackling resentfully. In a few
days the sparrows reclurned and,_ap-
parently reassured, rebuilt their nest
in the same place.
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A Little Word.

If any little word of ours can make
one life the brighter,

It any little song of ours can make
one heart the lighter,

God help us speak that Iittle word,
and take one bit of singing,

And drop it in some lonely vale and
seot the echoes ringing.




