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12 DESPATCHES FROM LORD GLENELG

of the Executive Government, and would have a Right of inspecting the
Records of all public Offices to such an Extent as would leave His Majesty’s
Representative, and all other public Functionaries, little more than a dependent '
and subordinate Authority. Further, such Officers would be virtually irrespon-
sible and independent.

On this Subject, however, His Majesty commands me to state, that there is
no Information connected with the Receipt and Expenditure of any Part of the
Revenue of Upper Canada which he wishes to withhold from the Repre-
sentatives of the Canadian People. You will, immediately on your Arrival in
the Province, apprise the Heads of every public Department by which any
such I'unds are received or administered that they must constantly keep in
Preparation, to be produced to the Assembly, in compliance with any ‘Addresses
which may be presented to you by that House, Copies and Abstracts of all
Public Accounts ; and you will consider in what Form these can be drawn up,
so as to exhibit all material Information in the most complete and luminous
Manner. It will perhaps be possible to concert with the House before-hand
some System for preparing such Returns; and as often as they may present to
you Addresses for such Information you will promptly accede to their Wishes,
except in the extreme Case, which it is difficult to suppose, of any Demand of
that Nature being made in such a Form that the Compliance with it would
endanger some great public Interest.

11. The Report then passes to the Consideration of Cases in which your
Predecessor is charged with having failed to show Respect, even in subordinate
Matters, to the Wishes of the House of Assembly.

I will not encumber this Communication by entering into a Review of the
particular Transactions noticed by the Committee in illustration of this Com-
plaint; I am not, indeed, sufficiently in possession of the Facts to enable me to
do so ; nor do I think it convenient to combine a personal Discussion with a
general Statement of the Principles by which your Conduct is to be governed.

The only general Direction that I have to give you on this Subject is, that
you will always receive the Addresses of the Assembly with the most studious
Attention and Courtesy. As far as may be consistent with your Duty to the
King, you will accede to their Wishes cheerfully and frankly. Should that Duty
ever compel you to differ from their Opinion, or to decline Compliance with
their Desires, you will explain in the most direct and of course in the most
conciliatory Terms the Grounds of your Conduct.

12. The next Topic of Complaint is, that many of the Recommendations
contained in Lord Ripon’s Despatch of the 8th November 1832 have not been
carried into effect. Amongst these are especially mentioned such as relate to
the Amendment of the Election Laws, the Non-interference of His Majesty’s
Officers at Elections, the Disclosure to the House of the Receipt and Expendi-
ture of the Crown Revenue, the Exclusion of Ministers of Religion from the
Legislative and Executive Councils, the reducing the Costs of Elections, the
judicial Independence, and the Limitation of the Number of public Officers
who may sit in the Assembly.

Adhering, without Reserve or Qualification, to all the Instructions issued
under His Majesty’s Commands by Lord Ripon, the King is pleased to direct
that you do adopt that Despatch as a Rule for the Guidance of your own Con-
duct, and that you exert your legitimate Authority and Influence to the
utmost possible Extent to carry into effect all such of his Lordship’s Suggestions
as may still continue unfulfilled.

3. The Selection of Justices of the Peace is said to ¢ have been made
chiefly from Persons of a peculiar Bias in Politics, and to be the Means of
extending the Power and Influence of the Colonial System.” It is not in my
Power to verlf'y the Accuracy of this Opinion ; and I am happy to feel myself
relieved from the Necessity of such an Investigation. If any such Abuse
exists it cannot be too promptly or decisively remedied. Whenever any In-
crease of the Number may appear to you desirable you will propose to any
Gentleman in Upper Canada possessing the necessary Qualifications of Know-
ledge, Property, and Character, and unquestionable Fidelity to the Sovereign,
the Assumption of the Office of a Justice of the Peace, without reference to any
political Considerations.

14. A very considerable Part of the Report is devoted to the Statement and
Iustration of the Fact, that the Executive Government of Upper Canada is

virtually



