ndent of The Standard,
RY W. FRANCIS, -~
7~—The pedi-boat ap-
» first time upon. the
It consists of .a float
eet long, the front ot
wed with a seat large
0 passengers, At the
ted a bicycle amd :
urned in the usual

ransmit power to a pad-

he rear. The craft is
rudder connected . with

of the bicycle. It can
8 an hour.  If the in-
s popular it may be

a distance recording
t into service on the
xi-boat.”
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England, July 12—The
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up teams were cancell-
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e —

%‘

o

s

TH

—

E MAELSTROM

P i

i e

VIII---Mrs. Penfounds Diamond
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leave dn town I was able to oblige him.

marble pedestal with an onyx slab
holding an elephant in bronze, which
Iooks like Japanese work. The room

“Atways @ sportsrnan, Frankie,” he
ted me. *“I have found something

«A love elément in ® case, my dear juntil cinoumstances goaded him to
friend | ceived a few lines from Mrs. Penfound
a which she mentioned a certaln eve-
ning when his task would be melatively
easy. After that she could promise
nothing. She pointed out the risk
one evening, came there to plead for|she ran o writing and desired tihiat
er/lover, Austin Cargill, and did plead | Austin should burn the note after
Wwith her dark eyes brimming with reading .it.  Austin showed me this
tears, and her red lips quivering. letter, then threw it into the fire be-
At first she looked et me rather fore my eyes. By that time he had
doubtingly. @cted upon 1it, of course; had taken
“My friend the Reverend Horace | the jewel. Certainly he ought to have
@rancle, Chaplain of Chains Prison,” destroyed the letter the moment after
gnnounced Tredways reassuringly. “Jt | receiving it; but one can pardon his
is he who brings to me for investiga. | hesitation since, if found in possession
tlon those nstances wherein p of the di d, Mrs, Penf d’'s letier
have suffered without cause, in his be- would save him.”
lief. So pray speak out.” “But Cargill would have acted dis-
Our charming visitor obeyed, her |gracefully in producing the lady's let-
brave young voice acquiring strength | ter, if caught,” commented Tredways
as she went on. Yet her story was sternly.
bald of drama. All it amounted to was “1 assume that He had to take the
this: Cargill was a young man who | consequences of discovery without
moved in & good eocial orbit. He had ! breathing a syllable?”
« passion for auctjon bridge which| “Yes, of course,” admiftted Misg
was not backed up by his playing abil- | Pruden reluctantly. “He stated as
fties. ¥e panted company with con- |much, indeed. The lady’s honor de-
siderable sums of money and at length manded a perfect silence if any hitch
found for an inseparable companion spoilt the working of her mistakenly
debt—hollow-eyed and full of evil|kind idea. And such a hitch swiftly
ocounsel. So evil indeed, that one dark | oecurred. Most uniuckily Colonel Pen-
night Cargill was mad fool enough to |found asked to see the dtamond with
by use belonging @ view to having it reset. That is the

enjbes” surrep @ ho
to & Mr. and Mrs. Penfound, in Falr-|sort of colncidence which always oo
curs. He askell for it soon ufter its

ish street, Buckiggham Palace Road,
disa noce. The d theft at

remove from the lady’s je
'a beamtiful red giamond. Cargill got|once came to light. Austin suffered,
speaking no ‘word, as in honor bound.”

away with é¢t and took passage on & "
channel boat wifere he made the ac- ‘His one creditable part in the af-
fair,” commented Tredways.

tance of one of those sharks who
it must have been very hard for you

tive to me,” once remarked my
Hogg Tredways. g
TFor this reason he was very cheer.
ful when Miss Joy Pruden came iuto
his sitting-room at Half Moow street

can . tell instantly the mervous passen-
ger bolting for hiis lberty: This cus-|to cctmrol your naturally intense long-
tomer paid him three hundred pounds | ing to speak.” .

. for the stolen jewel. Cargill fanded
all right, spent the momey, and was
arrested soon effterward. He received
a term of three years imprisonment, &
few of which had pasied.

Tredways listened with glowing dis-
satisfaction. ‘This was mot at all whiat
we were looking for.

“My dear young lady,” he answered
deprecatingly, “have you not mistaken
the part I sometimes fil? 1 am not &
missionary to reclaim Joet souds 1
goek to clear the innocent.”

“Ang Austin is innocent!”
astonishing reply.

1 chucklcl.  Tredways looked in-
credulous.  “But you admitted that he
entered the house stealthily and took
the diamond?”

“Oh, yes."

4 A&d}umt he ran away with it? Amd
that he sold & to some raecally re-
cefver of stolen goods? And that he
spent the money 2" JE

“Oertainly, 1 admit all that. It is 0O
use doing otherwise. Austin was jnno-
cent,” continued our visitor resolutely,
vand for the simple reasom that Mrs‘.
Penfound hod given him the diamond.”

“Ah!” said Tredways, with @ topch
of irony. “They story is now begin-

m%u the day when he left Eng-hlum-d
¢ : to me a few hur-j o d

;}1:: 1:‘;«:&‘:&?3? good-bye. He said the door unfastened.’

he was going abroad for & few weeks. Ah, the lm'dy.?”vexy wisely, has not

This was very sudden to me, and more, Si!}.n‘ejd her note?” Tredways Vndde.L‘

troubling than the message Was the Wisely, indeed. Nor did Austin

uneasiness in his voice. 1 had known | tell me her name, even. He was sa pA-
for some time that he was in difficul- | fcundly anxious not to compiomise her
ties. Fearing that somethipg unfor- that he declined to give her name.
tunate had occurred, 1 would not ac- But, of course, it came out afterward.”
cept just a mere verbal good-bye and Tredways leamed back and drumm;a'l

1 went round to him at once without with finger-tips upon his tabla “A

his expecting me. And almost the | most V_WOVTGSUM and most unusual

first thing 1 noticed on entering his story,” said he after a long pause, dur-
room was @ red diamond on his table- | ing which his eyes never left our
cover. He had just removed it from pretty visitor's mee:

jts setting in a gold pendant. “Now, tell me, Miss Pruden,

«1 imagined at first that it was a tiave you come here? o
ruby, & very beautiful ruby, and 1| “Can you ask me that? Austin is
picked it up with & thrill of real in prison, and he is innocent. There
pleasure. To my astonishment and | s 10 one Lo fight for him but myself.”
mortification Austin snatched it from ‘Exactly,” )
me. His face was white as chalk, and | sponse. Yourself. ' It is a matter
he refused to meet my eyes. He stam- quite off my usual lines. There is no
mered, “This belongs to Mrs, ——' then | entanglement of mystery here to un-
he checked himself. ‘No, it belongs to ravel. You are not going to ask me to
me’ he added, in a jerky manmer. approach Colonel !’emound'g very

“That is to say, it has been given to thoughtless wife. You must do that

me to do.with it as 1 may choose, on yourself. Of course, the situation pal-

the understanding that I return it in pitates with delicacy. Silence is her

a month or so. 1 shall very well bol|oue policy; it is that of Ausitn Car-

“Austin would never have forgivem
me. Sull, I think, I should have
spoken, but what means had I to prove
the facts?”
“None of course. Oh, if you had
kept that letter, now!”
He looked at the girl steadily as he
spoke and a deep rush of color stream~
ed over her flace.
“Well,” she stammered at length, “I
did.”
Tredways threw back his head with
a chuckle. “I thought s0,” he launghed.
“[ suppose you whipped it off the fire
the moment Cargill's back was turn-
ed?’
“As you may see from its scorched
appearance,’ was the demure re-
spense.
Tredways spread out the mote and
redd, aloud. “Unless you come to-
might, my dear friend, I can promise
you mothing later on. The suspense
i3 very trying to me. Why bhesitate?
Am I not at liberty to lend or evem
to give you what is my own? Be
briave., Remember—the garden en-
trance. Follow the quiet road at the
back of the house. It has a border of
linden trees. Count them carefully.
The seventeenth tree is immediately
behind the garden of this aouse. That
will be your sure guide. You wild find

was the

why

{

3 i i ill. He swollowed his gruel without

able to do that. In plain words this | 811 : h a

bauble is in the nature of a tempor: S“";llﬂ’cj;‘» You imust imditate his ex-
ample.

ary loan.”
“He had recovered himself by then,
d trded to laugh away my oconcern,
pit it was very evident to me thiat
something was wrong. To be brief,
Mr. Tredways, 1 insisted on being told
the entive truth, and 1 got it
“Austin had allowed himself to sink
into & slough of debt, and the situation

“But the situation is so frightful”
pleaded the girl, clasping her gloved
hands. “I hoped so that you would
suggest a remedy.”
“And I hoped that you would finish
your story without my persuasion,”
auswered Tredways sof! “My dear
young lady, it is so seldom that amy

was eriical  Only timely Gelp ex.|Client of mine unrolls his tale of
tending over a few weeks coulid save | crune without keeping something
from being roied. Doring{back.  Alas, yoy are mo excepticn.

his future

;—u-y interesting about Mrs, Penfound.”

Francle, always makes it doubly attrac- | desperation. At that juncture he re- "““‘Dmm“"““ the case I was genutnely

patron of foreign miseions.”
has that to do with it?”

seeing her. You are always ccllecting
for something of the sort. What have
you on hand?”

for Zamzibar orphans—-—"

get a subscription.

cloth will admit ycu.
4s only a pretext.
oft your wchest you will adroitly work
the talk round to inmates of prisons
and their destitute dependents.
will, using your well-known tact, slide

was Tredways’ terse rn-j;

in 'which the interview occurred has a
polished floor on which. are hal a
dozen Persfon rugs. A portiere of
cnimson velvet hangs inside the deor.”
1 then went through the entire list of
the room’s contemts which I had been
able to mpress upon My Memory.

“Francie,” said Tredways curtly. “I
am inclined to doubt the genuineness
of your Comot.” '

This hurt. 1 huwmor myself that T
know more than a trifle about pictures.
“Doubt away,” I retorted.

“Yes, I do, he insisted, springing
from his chair and walking up and
down. “A real Corot ought mot to be
on the wall of a stanircase.”

“Whene this one certa
ma’ntained, in a huff.

“Qome, said Tredways concillating-
ly, “we all make mistakes.”

«It was a genuine Corot” T answ-

“Indeed?” As 1 had thought a good

“Yes,” he chucklad. “The lady is a

“Good heavens, Tredways!« What

“Much. Tt affords you & chance of

I meditated. “There is the misision
“Enough. You must go to her amd
Your name and
But the mission
When you get that

You

il
§ M,

RTINS

umstaness have made familiar {has studied t

he sees them.

the lady. Then listem to her am- doubts them W e by

g:rer.e Iﬁﬂ‘-nm is only pretext pumber | was a clump of <lms of wvch elms, | @agersy : l ; T‘he lady had a Inhbamj. I ohtain 1

two. [ want you to note everything | black with stor shadow, ging ov- aving proved you are right ei! us, |a good des _nu?ﬂon of both of tiem. [

in the house, the hall, the stal ,jer in the first ) of the gale—" en's mame, get cut of here,” 1 learned  quickly that they ieit their

the room into which you will be “Francie, rrupted  Tredw: | ted sternly. Y_:< use, going 'x‘a,ther uddenly. and

1 want you to make a mental oy ! eagerly, facir . “T'11 bet you fivej ) 1 should, if 1 had been Wrong, immediately after Cargill's

tory cf as march there as you camn stuff ; pounds that i n imitation Cor< l y _‘n\\exfl\l, “and have lost no Umg f\rrned }m‘_‘n a sample of

into your memory; the furnitur Lht“; 1 gasped. iy rate, s, labout it, either. Lft us go upst to | hardwriting, and my des

carpets, the pictures, the bric-abrac.|{i demanded, t has the room of your interview, Fmvx EJ!h 0} {hem, 1 visited my friends

Do you get me?” {do with the n hand? » door was unfastened and the!the Criminal Ipvestigation Depart-|
ids down., Tredways pulled the « ;u‘»l: + It And I learned that Mr. and

verything!’

“[ certainly do not understand you,"i “Bverything! "
“Sio much so.

1 admitted candidly. {astonishing re|

scancely knew whether to feel pleased |
erse. At any rate it was|
t to play the part of s

moment he had dropped on the farther
sade of the wall. “Police

1 drew a long breath, gathered my-|He looked around
gelf together, and leaped upward. 5t Walls of the
was a spring which took me out of here,’ eald he. “Is that you,
the pale of the law. Walls? Good man. I am at 338,

1 let myself fall from the other side | Pairish street. One of your boys wants
into a bed of hollyhocks and giant sun-|to get in after me. Come round, will
flowers, This end of the garden was a|you, before he alarms the meighbor-
tennis court. The other half plamted | hpod. 1 will see you here and explain
with standard roses which made | the situation. Many thenks.’ He
spectral gleams of color in the star-|pung up the receiver and turned to me
light. My companion wasted mo time, | with & beaming face.
and was eoon busy at a back door,| “While we are walting 1 will clear
working with brace and bit around @lyp for your benefit ome of the mos'
lock, while | sweated anxiety. TWenty |gingular affairs I have ever touched,”
minutes saw us ingide. Tredways | ne gaid.
flashed on his electric tonch. We were| | jnterrupted, excitedly, “Permit me
in a g scullery. From this we Pro-|¢; point out that you have given the
ceeded through unfastened doors into police the wrong address. You sad
the front hall of the house. 33B, Fairish street, but this is 33!”

Tredways ewept round his white | "y oy are sweating under a delusior,

“"l’p,"
at me. “1 know In-
local police

a painting by the French ma_s-v.er, T was not even ready {5 - Dny?

but the hard touches and signe of the |V hat connection could she possihlv

. , . oy, 3 ybvi material labor were not to bejlave with the mystery? And was it

'gill’'s na s one which pafn-)ered, with war 1 No omne who|9P . ¥s ) 4 ; it

gill's name as on ! | s i just coincidence that she occapied the
1A , !

“I will wait here f Francie. | deed, that 2 is a vital nece ! “ ; & sty it S :

Here is Colonel Penfound's address in \\\'s- will go tegeier. Tonight.” a few hours before. W nhmulxnj of jewel crooks ;

puivish street. Taxi it both ways.” rate is out of the ent's jon Tredways com:| “Amd of a high order. Francie, Ul
As I departed on this errand i ered with severity ced to glide a ent | dare z I had now certain data,

‘emfound chamced to <
»xplaining some di

beam of Mdght. We had made no mis- PFrancie,” he answered cooly. “You
take. We were in the hal? which 1 had believe that this is Colonel Penfound’s
entered a few hours before and the pd- fouse, the house which you visited this
afternoon. You are wrong. It is the
house next door to it.”

P e - -~

Death only a matter of short time.
Don't wait until pains and aches
become incurable diseases. Avoid
painful consequences by taking

GOLD MEDAL

mmmo&

The world’s standard remedy for kidney,
Hver, bladder and uric acid troubles—the
National Remedy of Holland since 1696.
Guaranteed. All druggists, 50c. & box.
Look for the mame Gold Medal every
bez end accopt 0o uihtb..

“Be seated Francie,” he urged. "It
ia very simple, amd wvery ingenious,
and very novel. After our imterview
with Joy Pruden, I was bound fixt,
to make inguiries regarding the
of Colonel Penfound. The lady is 'njy
every way a most estimable pevsou,
and her character which has a touch
of austerity, could never have created t

I

Mstened to. To make sure, I sent you
to her. The manmner with whic y
received your remark concerning
Ausitin Cargill was mot, I felt dounty
convinced, that of a woman weigh d
down by a heavy secret. The looked-
for element of fear, of apprehensior,
was miszing. Then I saw her signa
ture on your subscription lst. I was al-

it was quite unlike 1it. This latter fact
confirmed the hypothesis which I had
formed.

“Now, my inquirtes regarding Mr
Penfound led to a very cutious dis
covery. They were, as you will re: e
ily imagine, first directed with a view
to her financial status. Was she scri
ously in debt? 1 approached two or
three of the local tradespeople, initro-
dueing myself as one of their own or
der with whom the lady proposcd
opening an acooums. All was satisfac
tory until my thind man, whom
found in an extremely bad temper,

AN T

1,

"He whispered Triump"r\mﬁj
“That a Cordt2 Franciel

m ‘hilst having nothing but soft =
' w g g e
Froncuz.« marks for the lady in question, yet had
- ’ ¢ aculiarly hard ones for another
5 se of the Greuze girl looked !some pecu Y
3‘:‘;’:; ;:“us A o\:er theg‘lﬂreplace. customer whose check had been re-
Most unluckily, as my companion turned to him. He was in the art ct

manipulated his torch, its gleam pass-| fingering the slip which he_ dashed
ed swiftly over the fan-light of the | down in anger. 1 glanced at it with a
door; and still more unluckily & po- | proper sympathy and received a pcw-
Jeeman happened .to be on his beat!erful shock. For the handwriting on
nearby and presumably caught sight|that ch Francie, seemed 0 me
o the flash. We heard the rasp of|identical with that of the unsigned
the gate being opened, and a meas-|letter to Cargill. It was signed °‘E.
| ured heavy tread Liddesford.’” The writer of the check,
My very breathing faculties had{it appeared, occupied numhar 3B,
ceased to operate. We waited, mo-|Fairish street, the house mext to Mrs
tionless as stone, for three or four|Penfound's.
l’mse!{tl}' the sound of ‘?‘el “I further drew out annoyed
s step in retreat hm‘)ux‘l.t In-| tradesman, who stated t his was
l"h»‘ﬂ-' lv‘rvsmu.,u)' his & 1“""‘51) t the only case of the kind, and that
",\:l‘&fnflo;fl“\(::\nt‘;‘(\‘;wn.‘ huckled my:‘d ‘pi : zlrxjedeuier farther up the street
companion, as 1 wiped m) Nea | T%e also the luckless recin.ent. of &
MIPARILON, 8 T ey rail | Similar dishonored document from the

my

It was spended from ! ;
i i sa 3 pany g P n 1 i
shone vaguely in the light from ajame t 1 called upon him, al~o

|and

11z the | Mrs. Li desford had ordered from him

was before me ,and |five or cheap reproductions of good
upon the (.3“\3.3_“)1(‘1\1'!‘[‘8. giving pantiicular instruciions
i ‘That a%ds to the framing of each onc. This
Francie was singular, especially as shs wac not
annoyance, | fixed | prepared to pay for them with a clean
the picture of “The | cheok. Still [ pursued my inquiries.
ering S 1’ Imagine my humil- A deal in cheap, imitation lurniture
{ation when a close inspection made | had also suffered in a like way. Who
me seriously doubt my previous ver- w Mrs. Liddesford? And why was
It was @ clever representation|s rdering this poor junl. for which

window at the head of

wothericg my

“well?” demanded my ocompanion|kouse next to Mrs. Penfounl's?

s over them and switohed on a|Mrs. Liddesford were knoxn to the
The room was as I ?xadlpum e, under another name, as & cuu

Liddesford had seen
diamond, in dts case, in her bedroom
wife|in a drawer of her dressing-table. Tt

the Liddesfords had found it cut for
such & wrongful scheme as we lavs)that order.
made full use in order to completely
{ deceive Cargill whemn the time came.

seen

made Mrs. [
to Cargill urging instant action

really prepared to find her wr lieving he was in the Liddesfords
quite like that of the letter to Cargili|establishment, Cargill entered at the
which Miss Pruden left with me. And|rear Cargill darted upstairs into the

Mrs. Penfound's

had either been shown to her, or else

hemselves, facile work to crooks of

Ot all this detail they

as we have

“And Cargill
Coftonel

went in
Penfound and his wife
were out that night. Knowing that
iddesford write her note
Be-

room which he had been showm, Ot
rather the one which he believed he
the are

found

SR
the

@ been shown, found
table, found the drawer,
Jewel And out a
‘He left England’with
and was accosted on tl yoat by
stranger who soon got ir ate enough
to learn of the stome in Cargi
gession. That this assumed s n
was the male Liddesfidrd we need
doubt for ome mement, Cargill never
suspected the clever malke-up and he
was timorous enough to part h the
jewel for three hundred pounds. Lid
desford and his wife must have made
a vact profit when they sold it later
on in a secrelt market.

“For doubtless they have sold it
They must have been hurried over
something toco They have left this
house as though they inte d to. re
turn at once; even the paste ond
was left, fortunately for us. W ill they
come back? It all depemnds if they are
I trust they will, but I

diamond

pos

suspicious
much fear, Francie, that the police will
hiave to go after them. 1 think they
will net the couple, sooner of latar
Put if not, 1 believe
enough to get Cargill ¢

reduced

sentence

“But sir Mrs. Penfound presecut

ed. Cargill must know that he was dup.
ed,” 1 cut in

“Agsuredly he saw that clear enough
when it was too lat He thoughi he

had taken a jewel belonging to ome
lady and found that it was the
erty of another. How that
puzzled him! 1 doubt if he
through the trick, howev
had taken the diamoad, and he had
sold it—which was worse, He decided
to hold his tongue and, as

o
T

st have
e

expected, before we set

8 hcusee, that it was fur
the adjoining one whi I
s afternoon?”’

“Certainl g part of 1t

was identi was bcund
ito occur to
spoke so
1 knew I

3 a
1 in ‘1 ask
he added,

od for 1

your

Inspector

» we jet hin, in®

shut myself up with it for =«
Irs Oh, 1 saw throngh the
right Provided w

*h He as now intensely ex }and 1
I could tell from the keenjeral
his restless eyes There | s¢cheme all

, as

roir th an

s

Have

the pertod of his sinking he had form-
ed a olose and perfectly nice friendship
. B with Mrs. Penfound, the wife of Col-
# onel Penfound. To this lady, in a burst
of glocmy feeling, he had confided his
trouble. She wished to help him. The

Ycur excellent sense never anticipated
my taking action with such simple, if
interesting, material to work upon.”
Qur visitor dropped confused eyes.
Her bo:om heaved as she drew a deep
breath.

eagerncss and expectancy.
“Did you get a sub?
quiestion. %
“Oh, ves, a couple of sovereigns,”

was his first|You have 1

{;1vs<::wxx overshadowed his face
‘Do you know where the lady's bed !
is. Francie?” he asked. i

makes our vis
1 “Good heay
don't mean to

You

Tredways!
you are going to

room

' who wes his friend,

foimd It 1s the sixt
behind her

pot  pl 3 Y i
:u(xlexx‘t ver of my cloth. But 1 decidedyorder, household leaves a writing<lesk of rosewood by a| vion jewel and imitation turniture
to obey instructions. An hour later 1] this the colomel’s countrs . and he had the effromtery to and pictures, our two ehar had
was baok in Tredways' rooms o y drawer, using a big bunch|played the devil of & game wh)
I found him in a wcondition of great heamed Tredways.|of kevs had brought with him. Slow- | Cargill He thought he was enteringl
‘Oniy- 1 four out before you d iy an anxious and disappointed ex-iher for it ¥ siord |

e

| %G)U?)

If your stomach is sour,
ha and you have a “heavy”

et bl 4 4 £ L L L L L S L LS S/

“There was a sequel,” she answenred,
with an effort. ‘‘Mrs. Penfound had
insured her diamond for two thousand
pounds.”

Tredways half rose from his chair,
“And she applied for the money?”
he snapped. :
“Rvery shilling of it; and got #t.”
“Ah!"”

“In the cincumstances she ought not

gituation was delicate. ~ The colonel,
her elderly husband, is an intensely
jeallous man, by no means appreciating
agy friendship which his wife forms
with any one younger than himself
But the lady, in her anxiety to assist
poor Austin, invented whiat I felt at
the time was a most imprudent plan.

“Austin had admired a lustrous red
diamond which Colonel Penfound had

s

brought from India and givem to his to have done that” went on Miss
wite. She is not over-fond of wearing | Pruden, pluckily. “Indeed, it seems to
me a serious offense. But I am in-

jewelry, and the dimmond wus. often
in her casket for weeks undisturbed.
She wished to lend this to Austin that
he might make use of it to tide him-
self over the critical weeks. But she
dared not do so openly. Such an act,
if discovered, would be displeasing to

clined to look deeper. The suspicion
that Austin has been made her dupe
is one I cannot dismiss.”
Tredways commenced to drum the
table again with his finger ends.
“But it surely gives me a hold upon

Colonel Penfound in the highest de- her,’ 'suggested our little visitor. ‘It
gree, and might be folowed by thel|l 80t to her now—"
most 1 nt “Which you will not do on any ak-

count whatever,” Tredways cut in.
“Instead of coiling .into a reserve-
ball, she will straighten out llke a
gerpent. What are your proofs? That
unsigned paper is without value. Tho
first thing youwM know is that Mrs.
Penfound will hit you for' blackmall
Leave the matter with me. There are
one or two features which rather fas-
cinate me.”

“In these circumstanices a most rash
scheme was evolved. It was that
Austin should help himweilf to the jew-
el! Could anything be more foolish,
more insane? He knew the house per-
tectly well, of course. He was to en-

Z ter it at a late hour one evening, sur-
‘ reptitiously enter it, from the garden,
iy the back garden entramce. The dia-

mond would be waiting for him in,the
lady's boudoir, in & drawer there, in
the casket.

“1 will do Austtn the justice to say

Three days later Tredways ‘phoned
me asking me to go round to his place

answered well pleased.
Ho flung a glance at my subscrip-
tlon list. “Good egg, Francie And
then you edged Cargill’s name into the
pleasing dialogue?”
«“And it wanted doing, I assure you,’ Hogg Tredway
1 responded somewhat resentfully. 1 going to force
felt myself blushing like a schoolboy.|poyse like a
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view to & finish. ‘I do not wish to hear ther the case |
anything more about it.” In thees Che
Tredways shrugged his shoulders. throbbed not ®
«We shall get no further along that|Pé¥om sl
line. But could we expect otherwise? heh'l*ml e
And now for the test of your powers began to cou!
of observation, Francie.” trees as we wi
“I was in the hall for a minute; 1 “Here we ali
passed up a single flight of stairs; 1 Tihe bramclies
was shown into a small reception room. | With its yellow !
My egress was via the same route. It brick wall. T
{4 a square hall, with two high-backed | but its top Wit
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attention on account of its great|us

and soon ehbed fnto silence
beauty and value. On the carpeted T
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that he shrank from it for some timejin Half Moon street. As 1 had a week's

landing at the stair head is a black! ways' voice from above me.

h approached the
with | me
We were ||
1 into a man’s
iple of eracksman, or

, which was rather

wided to go thmu'ghid)wn half a dozen stairs in the dark-
1 thie most comple
ven a wild guess as
it errand could fur-

mstances my heart
out pain as my com-
the quiet little street
jens of Fairrish street,
lime

of the tree, odorous
wers, looked over the
vall was fairly high,
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curved, black-oak chains, a tiled fire spring

place with an engraving of ome of “'ll go first, Krancie,” sald my com-
Greuze's femnle heads over the mantel, panion.

On the wall whre the stairs commence| 1t was ther it an hour witer mid-
is a genuine Corot, ‘The Gathering|night. 1 he a solitary footfall
Storm.” This panticularly claimed my | the street, bul i Was going away from
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“Good 1 vens, no. sent him to S
wphen kindly walt here for me| “Mrs. L fic must have got t
while 1 go in search of it.” know her worthy neighbor, Mrs

found, well enough to enter her hou
in a social way. She wanted to k:
the intertor of part of th
any nake. That was vital

Because Mrs, Penfound was po
of a cemtan extremely valu;
damond wheh the Liddesfords
to appropriate But they were

He was absent for ten minutes, and
a very umng ymfortable time it was for
Clea he was off the track, and
was blaming myself bitterly for
yielding to this aoct of insanity when a
heavy crash resounded through the
house

1 rushed out

Tredways had fallen
te | ness. As he picked himself up the Cangtll
door kmocker was used with great
violence, and a deep and hoarse voice the lady’'s clever scheme
paste, an approximate

Mrs. Penfound's jewel.
thing.
forming him that it was very valuable

The policeman had returned ; he had
been listening outside! My heart gave
a sickening jump into my throat

“Go easy, Francie,” said Tredways,
pulling me back into the room. “Look
here. 1 found it in a drawer of the
lady’'s dressing table.”

He had a small Russia-leather case
in his hand, and resting in a white
velvet bed was a gold pendant con-
taining & lustrous red diamond At
any other time 1 should have been as
tonished 1o a proper degree, but just
then 1 was too much the prey of a
patural funk, for the knocking down
in | stairs did not cease.

“That dlown of a constable is new
to his work, or he wouldn’t make such
a devil of a row,” grunted Tredways.
He stepped briskly to a telephone on a

things of the kind, all in imitation o
her neighbor’s
not costly and genuime, like her neigh
bors’, but faked junk installed for Car
gill's special benefit
seen the difference yourself,
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She showed it to Cargill, in.

Phe second part of the game was to
obtain some anticles of furniture, and
a few pictures, floor rugs, and other
All these articles were
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