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L fHon. A. K. MacLean Goes

Consult Premier

to

Murray.

HALIFAX MEMBER MA
BE PREMIER OF N. S.

§f Coalition Plan Fails Outlook
Is That There Will
Be Election.

MSpecial to The Standard.
Ottawa, May 31—Hon.
.ean, one of the most
dberals from the Maritime Provinc
jeft this afternoon for Halifax to con-
{sult with Hon. Geo. H. Murray, prime
minister of the provinc

A. K. Mac

prominent

and to get his views regarding his en-
ering the administration. Premier

urray is one of the three promi-
nent Liberals who is proposed should
some into the cabinet. Mr. MacLean,

t is learned, has been entrusted with |
the task of laying the proposals be-|
=ulars on the upper reaches of the
| night. We occupied the villages of and on

The proposal it is understood, iss ~
|

foré him. He is the junior member
\for Halifax, and for a short time be-
tore 1911 was a colleague of Premier
‘M ITRy.

MacLean for Premier.

ihat Mr. MacLean should take Hon.
iMr. Murray’s place in the Nova
Sootia government as prime minister.

Hon. F. B. McCurdy, parliamentary

deft for Halifax also this afternoon

wand this circumstance caused a rumori
|
{Lean to tender to Mr. Murray the off-|
er of a seat in the reorganized cab- |

ithat he was accompanying Mr. Mac-

inet. It is stated, however, that M

McCurdy is going to Halifax on bus-|
iness connected with his depnrtment.l
|
when Sir Wilfrid Laurier conterred |
with Sir Lomer Gouin—of leaving&

|

also the policy instituted yesterday—

these tentative offers to Liberals to
be made by Liberals, is being carried
out in this case, and will be in any
others that may eventuate.

No statement following upon the
visit of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Hon
Rodolphe Lemieux and Mr. F. F.

|
Pardee, the chief Liberal whip, to

Sir Lomer Gouin in Montreal ,is ex-
wected for severa] days. Sir L.omer
has important business which necessi-
.tate colisideration before he can come
to a decision regarding his future po-
litical action. Besides, as premier of
the province, he must consult at least
some of his colleagues. The ques-
tion of & successor must be considered
.

Mr. Rowell.

It is understood that Mr. N. W.
MRowell, leader of the Libefal opposi-
sion in Ontario, has not yet been ap-
proached personally. It was expect-
ed that Mr. Pardee would go on from
“Montreal to Toronto last night, but
pe did not do so, and returned to
WOttawa with Sir Wilfrid. There is
mo doubt, however, that Mr. Rowell
has now been made cognizant of the
Pproposals.

There is a political forment at the
wcapftal. There is a strong ‘body of
wopinfon on both sides of the House
egainst coalition of even a modified
sort, and influences are active against
it

‘These influences may prove strong
enough to defeat the proposals, al-
though some of the best minds
emongst both Liberals and Qonserva-
tives, are confident that the exercise
of wise judgment will bring it to a
successful accomplishment. There is
no change in the general outlook. If
the proposals for the reorganization
of the government with the inclusion
of prominent Liberals fail, a general
election may be anticipated within a
few weeks, but the prospects are that
the proposed reorganization will be
carried out within a fortnight.

e et
special to The Standard,

Ambherst, N. 8., May 81.—A thriving
village will soon spring up in the
Fenwick hills, seven miles from Am-

. herst. Reid, Archibald and Logan
have purchased the Blythe coal min-
ing property there and @ six hundred
foot shatt will be sunk. A rallroad
will be run to Athol, four miles dist-
ant, and dwellings and mining build-
ings will be erected. d

Mr. Reid is & 8t. John contractor.

i Italian Statement.

{
regﬂ.rding‘
hhe reorganization of the government |

wecretary for the militia department l‘

MUSTRIANS AN
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T0 CAPTUR
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Terrific Hand to Hand Fighting in Which Famous

Poet, Annunzio, Takes

Part—French Drive

Back Enemy—Russ'éns Win—DBritish Quiet.

BULLETIN.

Udine, Italy, May 31, via Paris—
The Austrians in attempting to recap-
ture San Giovanni, on the southern
I‘po‘rlion of the Carso plateau, came in-
|to a terrible hand-to-hand fight with
| the Italians which ended in the anni-
hilation of the enemy. Among the
Italians was Gabriel E. Annunzio, the |
;poe! and playwright, whose works am]‘;
{example animated the soldiers in the|
eroic struggle. |

| Rome, via London, May 31 T

| Italian official statement follows: |
| “On the Trentino and Carnia from‘
{heavy rain and thick fog yesterday
limited the activity of artillery but |
favored patrols. North of the Tonale
Ridge last night the enemy made a
surprise attack on two advanced posts
on Punta Di Albiolos, but was discov-
ered and driven back. The enemy also |

‘made two attacks on our lines on the
| northern side of Mont Pizzul and in

the Rocolana Valley, but failed com-|
pletely.

“In Albania-on Monday night, our|
Albanian troops attacked ememy irreg- !

Osug river. Heavy fighting continued
throughout Monday and the following

NO OFFER OF ‘\
PEACE FAOM
EMP.CHARLES
|

Addresses
rath, but

Austrian Reichs-
Defers Taking
Constitutional Oath.

Cerevoda, Velisest, Osoja nad Cafa.”
French Statement.

Paris, May 31—The official state-
ment issued by the war office tonight
reads:

“Quite spirited artillery actions oc-
curred in the regions of Vauxaillonm,
Laffaux and northwest of Rheims. In
the region of Hill 108 south of Berry
Au Bac the ememy after having ex-
Moded several mines, occupied some
trenches which have been shattered
by explosions.

In Champagne a vigorous counter-
attack drove back the enemy from
points where he had gained a footing
the previous night northeast of Mont
Haut, our line being completely re-
established.”

British Statement.

London, May 31—“Beyond mutual
artillery activity at different points
along our front, hing of special
interest occurred during the day,”
ays the war office communication to-
night.

“Two German airplanes were driven
down out of control yesterday.
of our'machines is missing.”

Russian Statement.

Petrograd, May 31, via London—
Troops of the Russian Caucasus army
have successfully beaten off hostile
attacks at several points in Armenia
the Mesopotamian front
consolidated internally and ex-
ternally.

“We are still in the midst of the
mightiest war of all times. Let me,
from your midst, with thankful heart,
offer my imperial greeting to all the
heroes who for nearly three years on
our far-flung fronts have joyfully dis-
charged the heavy duty, and on whose
iron resistance between the Alps and
the riatic the renewed desperate
enemy attack, even now is breaking
to pieces.

“Our group of powers did not seek
the sanguinary trial of strength of this
world war. Aye, more than that, it
has, from the moment when, thanks to
the imperishable achievements of the
allied (Central) armies and fleeg§s the
honor and existence of our states no
longer appear seriously threatened,
openly and without ambiguity made
known its readin for peace, guided

ction that the true

| formula of peace can only be found in

Amsterdam, via London, May 31.—|
In his speech from the throne at thei
opening of the Reichsrath at Vienna |
today, Emperor Charles said, in part:

“Summoned in a fateful time to di-
rect the state, I from the beginning
have been conscious of the immense
seriousness of the task Providence has
laid on my shoulders. I feel, however,
withing me the will and power loyally

rge my duties as ruler, fol-|
e example of my illustrious |
ssor, and to do justice, wI(H
, to my sublime office. |

“The in¥grests of the state shall no |
longer be i
furtherance Which zealous co-opera-|
tion of a popular assemb rightly |
comprehending "its powers, judicious |
and conscientious, can provide. 1|
have summoned you to exercise your!
constitutional activity and I heartily |
welcome you today on the inaugura-
tion of your work.

Rule.

L]

“In full consciousness of the consti-

tutional duties taken over from my
illustrious predecessor and from my
own deepest conviction, I desire sol-
emly to declare to you my unalterable
will to exercise my right as ruler at all
times in a truly constitutional spirit,
and to respect inviolable liberties ac-
cording to the fundamental law, and to
preserve unabridged to the people that
share in the formation of the states
will which the prevailing constitution
provides for.
_ “I trust that recognition of your ser-
ious responsibility for the formation of
political conditions, and your belief in
the happy future of the empire, splen-
didly strengthened in this terrible war,
will give you strength, in union with
me, speedily to create conditions giv-
ing scope to free national and cultural
dgl;:olpment of equally privileged peo-
ples.

“From these considerations I decid-
ed to postpone taking the constitu-
tional oath until the time, which I hope
18 not far distant, when the foundation
of a new, strong and happy Austria
will again for generations to come, be

Constitutional

the mutual recognition that the po-

gitions have been gloriously defended. |

“The future life of the peoples should
in our view, remain free from animos-
ity and thirst for revenge, and for gen-
erations there should be no need to
employ what may be called the last

asource of the state. But this high
aim of humanity can only be attain-
able by such a conclusion to the war
as will correspond to that peace for-
mula.”

THE AUGalANG
aPURN TEUTON
PEAGE OFFER

Maxim Gorky Publishes Sen-
sational Account of Central
Allies’ Peace Plan.

Petrograd, May 31, via London—
Maxim Gorky, the noted Russian au-
thor, publishes a sensational account
of an attempt by D. Rizow, the Bulgar-
ian minister at Berlin, to inveigle him
into clandestine négotiations for a sep-
atre peace. In the Novaia Zhizn, of
Which Gorky is the editor, he prints
Rizow’'s secret despatch with concgrete
peace proposals, and although he him-
self is an almost fanatical advocate of
peace, denounces Rizow.

e S TG L)

Arrested for Theft.

At 1030 o'clock last night two
small boys were arrested by Detec-
tives Duncan and Briggs on  the
charge of breaking into Arthur
Craft’s house, 143 Acadia street and
stealing a rule, two knives, a pipe,
some cakes and a key.

| GOVERNMENT LIKES.
| ' B.F. SMITH'S POI
— e ;

Fiods Mud
Commend, Thetdfor&

Mr. Veniot's:

Opposition

Special to The
Fredericton,

bonds to the @
the construction :
through the comm
House today.
commendable feaf)
as it

of the province. |
Brought Politics in. |
i It is to be regretted that the Hon. |
Mr. Veniot saw fit to inject party
| politics into the discussion. It seems
to be characteristic of certain mem- |
bers of the government to throw in-|
sinuations and innuendoes against the
former minister of public works, but
they lack the courage to come out
and make a definite charge against
the ex-minister.
But no harm was caused by the lit-|
tle fireworks exploded by Hon. Mr.
Veniot. Hon. Mr. Murray (Kings),
had no difficulty in showing how poli-|
tics dominated the present |
ment’s conduct of the road depart-|
ment, while Hon. Mr. Baxter also dis-|
posed of some of the absurd state-|
ments of the minister of public works‘
regarding the former government's
contro] of the highways.
Hon. Mr. Smith (Carleton), who is

govern- |

able at all times to look after him-|of the opposition had no difficulty in| consideration.

self, boldly chéllenged the govern- |
ment to lay one single charge against|
him in regard to his administration |
No
minister was more sincere in his con-
duct of the public business than Hon.
] Mr. Smith, and no previous incumbent
of the office of minister of public|
worlds made such substantial pro- |
| gress towards the solution of the
good roads problem in this province.

’ot the affairs of the department.

Veniot Explodes.

“I think the House is to be congrat-
ulated that in view of the minister
;\’eu('lng up his wrath for such a long
{time and obtaining all the informa-
| tion he could find, and the explosion
| having taken place, no one of the hon
orable members was damaged or in-
jured,” said Hon. Mr. Smith. |

“] want to say there was no irregu-
larities in the department of public |
works, and if any honorable gentle- |
man thinks that there was let him‘
come out boldly and $lainly without |
insinuations and without innuendos
and make & definite charge.”

The former minister also answered
certain insinuations relative to a pay-
ment to N. S. Tompkins for machinery
saying that the department had the
receipt of the C.P. R. before the
cheque had been issued, a perfectly
proper procedure. He also replied
effectively to government criticism
that he had not placed insurance on
the road machinery that was housed
in various sections of the province.
Declaring the principal of fnsurance
in this particular instance as un-
sound and challenging the government
to produce any record where previous
road machinery had been insured in
the history of the province. The prov-
ince had mnever lost a single dollar
through fire and in proportion to the
large expenditure Jor premiums if in-
surance was taken out the loses,
even in case of fire, would be exceed-
ingly small. There was no large
quantity of machinery in one particu-
lar place, but the machinery was scat-
tered throughout the various sections
of the province, where it would be
used.

Hen. Mr. Smith also congratulated

A

The fetter to Mr. Coughlan follows:

the 10th April has 're-| tions

recommendations for your parish. As
they were the men upon whom we
had mainly to depend to man

sisted us in the election we were com-
pelled to give their recommendations
fair consideration. *We did not ap-
prove of them in full and made some
changes at which I dare say they will
be incensed. They made no recom-
mendation for your side of the river,
but we decided to appoint man
there. We consequently did so. lam
sorry that owing to their attitude to-
ward: you we were unable to appoint
you but we appointed a man who we
knew was an out and out supporter
of ours during the election.”

a

Cartarian Hypocrisy.

“With such a remarkable document
bearing the signature of the pro
vincial secretary-treasurer, the leader

exposing the insincerity and hypoc-
risy of the Carter-Foster party when
they made the pledge that they would
take the highways out of politics.
Under the late administration there
was no question of politics. Numer-

the Minister of Public Works on hold-
ing his (Smith's) road policy so close
to his bosom and informed the minis-
ter that as long as he followed the in-

b g
] s

the |
| Blackville polls for us and openly as-

Murray; to Albert M. C.
the roads certain section of Northumberland County.

ous instances existed where men not
of ‘the same political faith ‘as the ,ccupying seats in the. I

former Government oeccupied the
of road
they were emigiently qualified fo!

of the adminis-

ys,
@ of New Bruns
road Bt

Part

the:
1. v Interests

-and
big politicat footbal

‘ ¥ the jince.
duties of the pgeition. But the Car-ithe point Vi

 térites prefer to put politics before
_m;m‘im.. the cou Pledged

{

Special to The Staddard:
Fredericton, May 81—The,ap)

vision of the Supreme Court may

called upon to decide whether or.
the Hon. Robert Murray and. Al
Dysart of Kent dre disqualified

reason of theif holding offic

supervisors . because gift of the government of

Hon. Mr. Baxter, who
terday, made that

gestion to the bouse this ave

lowing an opinfen given

Byrne on hehalf ;o

they broke|that the positions held

bers in- question .were hot

12

dominated the Carter-Foster combina-|

| tion and the interests of the people
were sacrificed.

As shown by his letter, Hon. Robert
Murray himself appreciated the de-
girability in the public interests to re-
tain the valuable services of Mr.
Coughlan, but the Government yielded
11() the importunities of Grit p ans
and as the provincial secretary-
|lreu.~\ur9r puts it, appointed a
| man who we knew was an out and
youl supporter of ours during the
election.” ,

e

| Public Service Disgraced.

Public service is being disgraced
| by the adventurers who controls the
| destini of the province at the pres-
ent time and who issues mandates to

the nominal leader which he believes
will be conductive to the advance-
ment of his party inter: forgetting
| that the common good of the people
of the province which he allows to
"suﬂ‘er should be the first and only
What true of Mr
| Coughlan’s case is equally true of
hundreds of other instanc

| ““Anything and everything
| party and let the country

i dogs,
| Cart

for the
go to the
seems to be the motto of the
Government.

1

ed in the House by Hon. Mr. E
| who regretted that officials dismi
1and took occasion to remark that t
\nppuimmem of a defeated candidate

junctions contained in that policy he|of the present government to the po-|

had no forebodings regarding the road
problem in this province.

At times during the debate the dis-
cussion was of a heated character with
the government, as usual, emerging
badly worsted. While the opposition
approved of the principle of the mea-
sure, the indefiniteness which charac-
terized the government legislation was
again predominate in the bill before
the House today.

Another Useful Member.

Mr. Potts, St. John's active member,
whose experience in the commission-
ership of public works in St. John, was
of immeasurable value, had much dif-
ficulty in eliciting any information
from the minister regarding the coun-
ties in which it was proposed to make
the expenditure. The member from
St. John was very persistent, however,
and demanded that in the public inter-
ests he should be given the informa-
tion. Premier Foster, during the dis-
cussion of the measure in the evening,
said that the government would be
governed by circumstances of the
money market and also placed himself
on record as in favor of the scheme
of the former minister of public works
to issue serial bonds. Mr. Potts also
questioned the government’s action in
bonding the province for work which
was not to be of a permanent charac-
ter. The minister of public works ad-
mitting that the government at last
realize that concrete roads were im-
practicable in this province owing to
the limited financial resources of the
province.

Mr, Feeney Commended.

The work of the previous road en-
gineer, Mr. Féeney, a young man of
experience and ability, was commend-

isi(iun was not along the lines of tak-

“lng the administration of the highways
\()llt of politics.
| Messrs, Guptill, Peck and Sutton
| made valuable contributions to the de-
‘bale and Mr. Peck was instrumental in
}mnvinuing the minister of public
| works of the necessity of building new
‘J'Oﬂi'ﬁ in Albert county. Mr. Guptill
‘mad«* a strong plea to the government
{to improve the by-roads, and Mr. Sut-
|ton also wanted the interests of the
| farmers looked after by Yhe new gov-
| ernment.

[ Major Tilley admonished the gov-
fernment that they were bonding the
;’provlnca to a la amount for which
{"there was no practical security. While
| approving of the principle of the bill
ihe appealed to the government to ad-
minister the expenditure judiciously
“and in the best interests of the people
{as a whole.

| Hon. Mr. Murray (Kings) and his
| active supporters had by far the bet-
ter of today's debate, which resulted
solely through the government's intro-
ducing politics into the question. The
opposition wants good roads and will
see to it that the public are dealt fair-
ly and squarely by the government in
connection with the large éxpenditure
proposed to be made.

Several other measures were before
the House at today’s session. The gov-
ernment adopted the admirable sug-
gestion made by Mr. Tilley that ex-
ecutors should not be penalized for ae
cidental omission in the inventory for
the succession duty purposes,

Jordan Sanitarium.

Mr. Tilley in connection with the
discussion of the bill providing for cer-
tain expenditures at the Jordan Sani-
tarium, came out strongly in favor of

1
\

ol ‘emolument. .

Hon. Mr. Byrne contended that the
members were not disqualified owing
to the fact that the act did not ex:
pressly prohibit masters of the Su-
preme Court or parish court commis-
sioners from occupying seats in the
house. He also took the ground that
no monies were paid by the province
to the members in question for the
performance of the duties which their
positions involved

Hon. Mr. Baxte
not agree with the torney C
Either his honorable friend or
self held the c 't view and
sibly the easiest way for the matter
to be dealt with would be to refer it
to the Supreme Court which sits ir
the city on June 12th next. The for
mer Attorney General drew attention
to the fact that a prosecution could
be instituted aga the members
for sitting and voting in this house
contrary to the provisions of the law
but he did not wish to take this
course. He thought that the govern-
ment should either refer the matter
to the privileges committee or agree
to the law being interpreted by the
Supreme Court.

Hon. Mr. Byrne, who. said tl
appreciated the fact tha
room for difference of opinion and
that he considered Hon. Mr. Baxter
had only done his duty in bringing
the question to the attention of the
members of the Hou said that
suggestions smade by the former at
torne eneral would receive the con
sideration of the ¢ ernment .

Hon Mr. Baxter agreed to this sug

:stion, saying that he did not wish
for an immediate answer and would
be willing 1o await the decision of the
executive

The impression prevails that
matter is of such importance tha
interpretation of the law by the su-
preme court would the most ex-
pedient and proper course to pu
Whether the government will acc
the practical ggestion of Hon,
Baxter in this connection re
be seen.

. 5. CAOP SITUATION
15 DISCOURAGI

Washington, M
crop report of the
ernment ued today
couraging nature. 1I i
than that of a week ago.
crops are decidedly backward, and in
fact all crops and agricultural work
are behind the schedule. The agri
cultlural situation 1 cund dur
ing the pas even da

he coulé

eneral
him-
pos-

said that

th

1}
the

the
an

be

The weekly
ates gov-
of a dis

vorable
1e cotton

s 1

stitution. In this view he w pport-
ed by Hon. Mr. Robinson and Dr. Me-
Grath, while the opposition members
were also sympathetic. Hon. Mr. Mur-
ray, Hon. Mr. Baxter and others re-
ferred to the splendid work of the in-
stitution, while Hon. Mr. Robinson,
with his usual fairness, commended
the progress made in the past while
the former government was in powet”
in combining the great white plague.
Dr. Hetherington also referred to the
excellent results that had been achievs

the principle of free beds at this in-fed




