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BRITAIN CONDEMNS THE LAURIER AMENDMENT.
i ——

Comments of the British press on the speech of Sir
Wiltrid Laurier, and his amendment to the Naval Aid
Bill, are ipstructive as the expression of Great Britain's
impar{ial opinion on the situation which has developed
in the Dominion Parliament. The position taken by Sir
Wilfrid Laurier is strongly critic ized. on the ground that
his amendment fails to strengthen the British fleet where
increased strength is required, and is in opposition to the
recommendations of the Admiralty.

Apparently the reasons for the course the Leader of
the Opposition has taken are well unde The be-
lief is plainly expressed that he has resorted to a political

stood.

expedient by making the gquestion a party issue The
Daily Mail recalls that Sir Wilfrid Laurier is “a consum-
mate electioneer and & virtuoso in part tacti ' and
does not hesitate to state that “‘his object is to suggest an

alternative programme to that of the Conservatives rather
than to advance a practical proposal Sir Wilfrid's re-
cent assertion that “when England is at war we are at
doos not follow we are in the conflict,” 8

“tending to

war but it
gtrongly condemned by the London Times as
separation and independence.”

“If Sir Wilfrid Laurier's argument means anything,”
says the Times at the Empire may be
engaged in a life and death strugg
Canada disapproves and, if her ships are needed for

“it proposes t

» about @ cause which

action, it can only be either on a question nearly affect-
ing herselt or else in some broad conflict which may

semi-detachment

g the whole Empire down This
_ therefore, not a practical alternative.” The Times
i hat the alternative is ndependence and noth-

1t occasions no surprise to learn from a statement in
the Evening Standard
with the Admiralty’s support.
They are based on the opinions expresse d in the mem
orandum which was prepared expressly for the Canadian
developments the

Borden's proposals meet

That was to be expected

Gov In a review of recent

Standard says:

rnment,

“The Imperial Covernment remains Pprope rly

Mr. Churchill has not presumed to dictate

neutral

oliey to Canada, but has contined himself to set

sition of the navy in relation to its

o the colonies to give aid

; forth the t

nearest riv 1d has left it
as they th proper. 1
“But it is known that the Admiralty strategists |

favor the Course N Borden proposes

concentrated at the real point |

One great |

fleet, under one con

of danger, is the ctive instrument for offence

and defence., (ar less than England, will be .
best protected in .t of war by seeking out the i
main fleet of her strongest opponent and striking it |
down

If we are to 1t an European foe, one battles

ship in the North a is worth haif a dozen in the

Pacific Concentration and instant readiness to deal
an overwhelming blow are the essence of naval
strategy. That is what the Admirally knows

“Mr. Borden kuows it, too The other policy
will proba not prevail now, but may do so in the
future, ese Cana ships are an emergency

When ropean menace has pass-

Even before

contribut

ed away, they may be called home

that Canada, like Australia, wiil begin to build her
own local navy.”
[he Express, which is said to represent the author-
British opimion, takes the position that Sir Wil-
r 1 would entail a minimum charge of seven
and a llion dollars yearly with absolutely no ad-

ditional secu e to meet the new and

isive hattle,” aids the Ex

serion Tho de
press which would settle the f of e whole Empire
would most probably b f :, possibly hours,

3
yefore any ships on

and would certainly be all over '
s could be brought into the

the Pacific or other remot

ghting line

in waters near England

clear that the trend of British opinion is strong- |
upport of Mr, Borden's proposal and of the Ad- |
recommendations, The policy outliped in the
amendment vaguely coptemplating construc-

soon as possible in Canada” of two fleet units,
1 are “best calculated to afford relief to the United

m,” Is justly ridiculed as ineffective and imprac-
ficable at the present time Apart from the delay
which would result, the area of danger does not lie in ]
proximity to the Atlantic and Pacific coasts of the Do- {
guinion but in the North Sea

In reference to “the remarkable strength and readi-

ness” of the German navy under the new naval law, the
Admiralty’s memorandum emphasizes this point. It
gays:

“The great fleet is not dispersed all over the
world for duties of commerce protection or, in the
discliarge of colonial responsibilities; nor are iis
composition and character adapted to these pur-
poses. It is concentrated and kept concentrated in
close proximity to the German and British coasts.”

If a war should break out all naval authorities agree
that the decisive naval battle, as far as the British Em-
pire Is concerned, would be fought in the North Sea.
New Zealand’s battleship is to be commissioned to take
her place in the first line of defence in those waters, and
§t is there ihat the Dominion's three super-Dreadnoughis
are required,

seas Dominions to settle. Not only has Sir Wilfrld to
meet the sentimental side of the question, whichi he tries
to do by making an appeal to Canadian loyalty to stand .
by a Canadian navy. Unfortuntely- for Sir Wilfrid his
view is too narrow. The majority of Canadians born in
Canada are even more attached to the Empire than those
whose birthplace was acrops the seas, There are a few
“little Canadians,” but the vast majority are Imperialists -
and hope and realize that some day Canada and the other
Overseas Dominions will have a voice in the control of
the great affairs of the Empire. That the Parllament
which sits at Westminster will represent the whole Em-
pire and will dominate International and Imperial affairs,
and that local issues will be decided elsewhere While
such sentiment pervades the whole community, While
that it does no one will doubt, an appeal to Canadians to
construct a coast defence navy will not have a large fol-
lowing. The navy made the creation of the Empire pos-
sible. The navy has been one.of the greatest factors in
preserving and strengthening the Empire and is respon-
sible for the safety of its great and growing commerce,
Canada occupies no mean place among the maritime na-
tions now, and the futyre is rich in hope. Sir Wiltrid's
gpeech will not appeal to those who wish to increase the
maritime importance of Canada. His Canadian navy,
independent of British guns, would be a rather laughable
institution. The resolution presented by Sir Wiltrid
Laurier looks very much as if he felt there must be an
opposition to the Government policy, There are occa-
sions where it is well éven for an opposition to fall into
line with public sentiment. The naval question should
never have become involved in party politics, It was in
the power of Sir Wilfrid Laurler to have permitted it to
remain a national question, but he has failed to do his
duty and fathers a policy which is no answer to the mem-
orandum submitted to Parliament by the Premlier in in.
troducing the Naval Bill

The resolution offered by Sir Wilfrid Laurier leaves
a doubt that he really desires that the strength of the
British navy should be maintained in its present pro-
portions, The adoption of the resolution would not. re-
lieve the situation in Great Britain—it would not add o
single vessel to the British nayy or the Canadian navy
for at least five years. Discussing this branch of the
question the Toronto News puts forth this view: “The
present Laurier proposal is a new one In power he re-
jected the Admiralty's advice to include battleships In
his programme. In Oppesition he is driven to call for
two super-Dreadnoughts to lead two units, one on the
Atlantic and one on the Pacific coast. As for bullding
the vessels in Canada we have not the yards. As for
manning them with Canadians how may Canadians did
he secure for the Niobe and the Rainbow? In the
course of his speech the Opposition leader made the
curious statement: “When England is at war we are at
It does not follow that because we are at war we
are in conflict.” Such balancing of words cannot im-
press the country favorably, We know that public gentl-
ment forced Sir Wilfrid Laurier into sending troops to
South Africa against his will, Consequently Canada
was the last of all the Dominions to get to the front. As
late as the summer of 1911 he shocked public opinion
Dominion by declaring that Canada

war

throughout the

! would cousider itself entitled to remain neutral in the
event of other parts of the Empire becoming involved 'in

war This doctrine was denounced in many quarters
and even by the former Boer leader, General Botha, now
Prime Minister of South Africa. The fatal policy of
sixteen months ago is not forgotten because its author

| now professes himself ready to go to the defence of the

Empire ‘in an emergency.’ Altogether his position was
and is unconvincing as is indicated by the fact that a
number of Liberal newspapers have called upon Parlia-
ment to unite in adopting the Borden plan by a unani-
mous vote that will be impressive both inside and outside

the Ewmpire."”

MR. FOWLER ON MR. PUGSLEY,

The full text of Mr. Fowler's speech in Parliament,
which was published in The Standard on Saturday, shows
that the member for Kings made it rather interesting
tpr the ex-Minlster of Public Works The day before
Mr. Pugsley had clothed himself with a mantle of right-
eousness and denounced In very strong language the ac-
tions of Conservatives 'in recent bye-elections He
charged that all sorts of promises had been made to ob-
tain votes for the Government candidates, that election
lists had been manipulated and in fact all the tricks of
elections resorted to that the (overnment majority in
the House might not be reduced. Mr. Fowler's exposure
of Mr. Pugsley's own experience on thege very matters
was merciless, 11is reference to the Leary telegram was
not pleasing to Mr, Pugsley He never likes to be
twitted about that episode in his career when he was
making a desperate effért to keep Mr. Blair in power
after the Ritchie appointmernt. Then when Mr, Fowler
reminded him of the course he pursued in the Rothesay
list frauds, Mr. Pugsley was visibly agitated, and the
nature of the explanations he attempted to make shows
that the shots went straight home, It was one of Mr,
Pugsley's politieal blunders that the men responsible for
stuffing the Rothesay election lists were never brought
to justice and compelied to pay the penalty of their
erime. There never was the slightest doubt as to who
the offenders were. Their names—all of them were
known o the Attorney General from the start, and the
part that each played in the game was equally well
known to the Attorney General. It was also quite with-
in Mr. Pugsley’s knowledge why about 500 names had
been added to the list It was expected by those who
framed up this wild scheme that Mr. Fowler would be
forced fo resign immediately after the lists came into
operation and the Liberal candidate would bave the ad-
vantage of these added names in the byeelection that
followed. 'The decision of the court was the reverse of
what the Liberal leaders expected, and there was no bye-
election and therefore the lists were valuelesss from a
party standpoint,  Still the knowledge possessed by the
Attorney General should have been taken advantage of
and the guilty men punished, It was the first wholesale
attempt of this kind in New qmnw)ck and had one good
effect as it did away with dual voting. There have been
no nonresident electors sined) the attempted Rothesay
list fraud. Mr, Fowler has done the public good service

It is clear beyond argument if Canada is pr d to
strenglhen the British fleet for her own and the Empire’s
protection her ships should be stationed where the dan-
ger exists,

SIR WILFRID’'S DIFFICULTIES,

in ing the hypocrisy of Mr. Pugsiey. Honesty of
statement and honesty of purpose is what is needed in
public men.

British politicians, baving had time since the last
bye-election, that for Bow and Bromley, to figure out the
actual situation of the two greai parties, are more than

Me's
Christmas
Slippers

Worn every day in the
year, they make ideal

gifts.

Men’s Kid Slippers, $1.00, 1,26, 1.0,
1.75, 2,00, 2.26, 2.50.

Men's Brown Slippers, $1.25, 1.50,
1.75, 2,00, 2.26, 2.50, 2.75.

Men's Congress Slipp: $1.75,
2,00, 2.25, 280, 3.00. >

Men's Browa Morocco Travelling

Slippers in a beautiful leather
bag, $3.50,
Dr. Jae Pure Woolen Slippers,

85¢., $1.35, 1.80, 1.75, 2.00.

I he Best Qualily at a Reasonable Price

Christmas Gifts
of Jewelry.

As the buying days before
Christmas become fewer,
it behooves you not to put
off the buying till the best
things have been picked
out.

We are showing an excel-
lent line of the goods that
are most suitable for
Christmas gifts, and we
cordially invite you to come
in and make your selection
at the earliest possible
moment,

Everything in Jewelry that
a Jewelry store should
have.

L. L. Sharpe & Son,

JEWELERS AND OPTICIANS,
21 King Street, St. Johm, N. B.
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YEARS OLD AND THE
LAST YEAR THE BEST OF

45 2

The same enterprise, earnestness,
ability and devotion fo students’ inter
ests which have giveu thig college its
pregent standing, will be continued,

and every effort made to be worthy

of the generoud patronage enjoyed
Next term

January 2nd,
Send for catalogue,

will begin Thursday,

Murray & Gregory, li;f.

DISTRIBUTING AGENT FOR

BEAVER BOARD

A Pipn Wood Fibre Wall Board
which takes the place of Ilath and
plaster—made in panels, sny sfze up to
4 feet x 10 feet.

Write for prices and ssmples, and
remember that we manufacture

Art Glass and Mirrors

And always have a large stock of

ALL KINDS OF GLASS

A POSITION GUARANTEED

To every student who enters for
& eourse in Shorthand or Book-
keeping,

GUARANTEE BACKED UP,

THE J. R, GWA&
I

85 Union Street. "Phones: Office.
99; Res, 22087

PROVINCIAL PERSONALS.

(Moneton . Transcript, Dée, 14,)

P. (. Mahoney, M.P.P, who has
been spending the present week in
Boston, arnived {n Moncton last even-
ing from 8¢, John,

Mrs. Fred Ryan, of Sackville, pagss:
ed th Moncton on Thursday af-
ternoon for St. Johu, where*she em-
barked on the Empress of Britain for
England, Mrs. Ryan was accompanied
by the Mistes O'Leary, daughters of
Richard O’Leary, of Richibucto, who
together with Mra, Ryan, intend spend-
ing sbout six months touring in Eng
land and on the continent.

Willlam Palmer, of Dorchester, was
in the city today.

Lou Tingley left this morning for
Sackville, where he will spend Sunday
visiting friends,

Mrs. Belliveau and little daughters,

| of Shediac, passed through Moncton on

Thursday en route for St. John,
G, A, Taylor, county secretary of
Dorchester, was in the city today en

;route to his home in Sallsbury, to

spend Sunday.
Mrs. ¢. T, Purdy and Mrs, F, C
Jones were visitors in St. John yester.
v, -
Mms, €. .8 McCarthy returned last
evening from St. John,

(Chatham Qazette.)
Mr, and Mra. G, H, Lounsbury arriv.
ed from St. John yesterday and are
the guests of Mrs, H, B. McDonald,

(Woodstock Despatch,)

Ifenry Post, of Grafton, left last
week for St, John, to spend the winter,

Mrs, D. Baker, Newport, R. I, 18
visiting her mother, Mrs, Thomas
Neales,

Dr. N, R. Colter, P. O. inspector, 8t.
John, -apent a few daya in town laat
week,

Mrs, Charles Comben entertained a
number of ladies at a thimble party on
Tuesday evening.

'A\lnny young friends of Mits Elva
Vanwart spent a delightful evening at
her home \Wednesday.

The 67th Regiment Band cleared ov-
er $200 from the minstrel perform.
ance,

The Rev, Frank Balrd went to St
John on Monday to attend a meeting of
the Presbytery.

Mrs. George Nevers and Wilber Nev.
ers, of Grafton, who have been visit
ing her daughter, Mrs. Lewis True,
‘h'chdam, returned homg last Satur-
ay.

Clarence Ryan has dispoted of his
moving picture outfit to F. B, Herrick
who will conduct the Home theatre in
the future. Mr, Ryan will open a plet-
ura house In Edmundeton.

Mrs, Willlam Curry went to Barony
on Saturday to visit her father,
Migs Murfel Kupkey entertained the
whist club on Wednesday,

Mr, and Mra, J. G Manzer were vis
iting friends In Grehd Falls laet week

Guy Porter made a business trip
to Boston last week,

Jra
(Susgex Record.)

L. A. Drew, of 8t. John, was a guest
of friends here on Friday last,

Frank A. Langell, Calgary, has re.
turned to his home in Norton,

Reve, Father Bavage, Moncton, and
kuulu\ry, Riverside, were here on Tues.

ay.

James McGlvery will leave here
shortly for Halifax where he hag ac-
cepted a position,

(Richibucto Review.)

Col, W, €, Good, of Woodstock, wag
in town thig week on military business.

Mise Mary Lawlor was the wéek
end guest of Mra. Gerald O'Brien,
Chatham
Mrs, Robert Cassldy 18 spending a
few days in Campbellton with Mrs
Joseph Blevens,

Mrs., A, E. 8haw, gpent Sunday with
lier eigter, Mrs. J, R, Jolinstone, Log
gleville,

JArnold McLaggan, of the Bank of
Nova Scotia spent Sunday at his
home in Blackvilie,

L. R. Hethetington went to Moncton
Wednesday to attend the N. B, Tem-
perance Federation,

Mrs. D, King Hazen, of 8t. John, {s
{lie guest of her parents, Mr, and Mrs,
J. D. Creaghan,

(Newcaslle Leador.)

Mrs, J. . Vautour went to 8t. John
this week,

Clff Atkingon, of
was in town today,

George Watt, of the customs depart-
ment, Chatham, was in fown this
week, ‘

Mrs, M, P, Keith, of Moncton, is
visiting her parents, Mr, and Mrs, J.
F. Black, .

Congratulations to Mr, and Mrs, Har.
ry Balrd on the arrival of a liftle
stranger—a baby boy.

Z :{:v. F"r McLaughlin attended the
ongecration ccremonies of Bishop Te
Blane at 8t John, Tueeday, .

Oscar Johnson, who has been confin-
ed to the house for some time with
pheumonia, 18 able to be about again
a8 nsual,

Miss Margaret Marray returned from
New York Friday evening. She was ac.
companied by her father and mother,
Mr. and Mrs. Thos, O, Murray, who
met her in 8t. John,

Kouchibouguae,

(Newcasile Advocate.)

Rev. Wm, and Mrs, Aftken and fam-
ily leave in thelr private car on the
27th inst, for South Caroling, where
théy will spend the winter, Mrs, Ha-
bert Sinclalr and Miss Altken were
week end guests of Mrs. RNobinson,

For Christmas Gifts

60 TO HAWKER'S

Popular Gems

R ——

modern aud attractive

DIAMO'Npatuouannh‘M

designs, in Rings,
Brooches, Pendants,
Bracelets, Earrings,

AND ALL OTHER

QUALITY AND DESIGN ALWAYS CONSIDERED
FIRST IN OUR SELECTIONS-

AFTER THIS MODERATE PRICE 18 CONSIDERED

Wrist Watches

The finest lnes In Qold with 15k Flexible bande, also In
Qold and Silver, fitted with Suede and Morocco bands,

For Unique Styles and Rellable Qualities

we are the Leaders

Bte. The best obtainable.

: FERGUSON & PAGE

41 King Street,

Diamond Importers and Jewelers

THE BEST

ENGLISH MAKES.

Carvers in Pairs and Bete ......:
Fish Carvers, Pearl and Cellulold Mandles,

Meat and Game Carvers, 2,9, 5, and 7 pieces, Pearl, Stag, Celtulo!
SRR P D g‘.'AOO to §1
vevs wees 700, to 8378
Cee w e eee 82,00 to $0.00

handles, ... .0 o0

e wae

d
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T. MCAVITY & SONS, LTD.,

13 KING §T.

Select Your Chiristmas Stationery Early!

A Full Line of Crane's Beautiful Christmas .Packages

AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS G FT

NIRRT, ' -

BARNES & CO., LTD.

84 Prince Willlam Street

BALATA BELTING
The Best for Laundries, Dye-Houses and

Exposed Situations

D. K. McLAREN, LIMITED
64 Prince Wiliam St

"Phone Main 1121,

St. John, N. B.

“I'll stand by

Whyte & Mackay’s,

It's been a good old friend to me."”

.
‘.

Order a case from any dealer
for Holiday use.

'Nothing $0 popular and ac-

of Good Chocolates
selecod o e o maker
ur prices will be found m

T

sy i | The A R Wiliams
wing more 8o ea
a choice artistic - yegra y Fhe B8 ¥

Of $t. John, N. B., Ltd.

WEADQUARTERS FOR MACHINERY IN THE
MARITIME PAOVINCES,

13 70 15 DOCK STREET, . - - ‘. ST. JOHN
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