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| ‘and with his stripes we are healed.”

Chr \ﬁusc‘mﬂm Equlp-am :
u nu ». NEWCOMB, m-ylcpﬁu cm&,m
Text :~John 20 16;33 %

New Year's duy is always an’ mm‘ﬁn: nd W‘
occasion. As'we pass.out of one year and step into another
he 1 indesd & thoughitiess individual whe does not pause at

Teast to inqulre what reasons he has to hope that the new .

year will be a better one than the old has been, He is un -
worthy his bmhﬁ;lu who does not form & resolution that
there will be an impro in the experience upon which
_ he has entered, Among the many incentives and aids in
 this direction the good wishes of our friends form no insiy~
nificant factor, Stolid is that heart which in’ response ‘to
the wish of a trusted friend that the New Year may bea
hlppy one, does not say even though feebly: “I. will bon-
estly fry to make the New Year better than fhe last,” The
more worthy the friend from whom the kind wishes come,
‘the more effective the pressure toward a nobler life. Jesus
Christ, the best friend man ever knew, is by our side ilth
his generous New Year wish. [t is: “Peace be unto you."

cence of the Christ, dnes there not come to us a deep desire
that we may have in glorious measure this wonderful peace
of God, and that having it we may enter during the new
year into strong and besutiful fellowship with Christ in
his purpose for our own life and through us for the lives of
others. Christ has more for us ho wever, than a wish. He
has a message. He does not simply tell us what is his de-
sice for us but he shows how his desire may become our ex-
periends. Our text is Christ's message to us  for the New

Year. It is true these words are for any feason and for all
time buit it is equally true that this message taken into the
life will ensure the experience of Christ's wish of “Peace”
and open before us indeed & New Year, new in its quality
of life and vew in rich and happy service.

. This message of Christ for the New Year, containing his
wish and complete instructions for its attainmeat 'is three-
fald. = Each section has its own distinct and essential value
but the three together coyer a complete Christian experi-
ence and equipment. 1f oné js lacking there is sad incom-
pletedess and pitiablé inablity. When in the. experience
all are normally blended there will be symmetrical charac-
ter and power for Christian effectiveness.

The day on the evening of which this New Year mcssage
was delivered was & unique occasion in the world’s history.
The mystery of the birth of the Christ child had appeared
in Bethleh Theb iful life had been lived with its
strange contrasts, its bencficent deeds, its agonizing Geth~
semaoe, its dark Calvary. Aod now, but just today, has
Christ risen from the tomb, the Glorious Redeemer, the

- triumphast Captain of salvation. The disciples were

gathered together in discouragement and fear, How great
was their surprise to see Jesus in their midst, haviug enter-
ed the room through closed doors, and in words of supreme
comfort and cheer bringing (o them hig wish of peaee and
the derfully hensive fold message for their
lhd new of confidence and achievement !

1. Aftér the wish of peace, the first thought of Christ
for his disciples was the message of his pierced -hands and
wouanded side. “And When he had said this, be showed
them his hands and his side.” This was the guarantee of
the peace the Master wished. It was the dramatic presen-
fation cf the thought Jf the i tion. The advent of
the Messiah was not enough; his immaculate life was not
sufficient; the meritorious death would have been of no
avail of itsell; it was necessary that the Christ should rise
from the dead, “the first fruits of them that slept,' Here in
these uplifted hands piérced for vs and this side ; wounded
in our sfead, here verily is the completeness of the incar-
pation. Here is the Christ of beaven, of earth; the - Christ
for sinners, the Christ for saints.

In this most impressive way did Christ reveal to his dis-

4 ‘cvpﬁi the basis for their peace, Pracein our own souls,
peace with otliers, peace with God, could be ours enly |

through the Christ wounded for us: -What a - remarkably

clear aad _spiritual copception of the character of the

Measidli's mission did the prophet have when hesaid: “He
was for our transgressions, he was bruised for our
mlquihii the chiastisement of our peuce was upon him;
In this manner which
* the disciples who were witnessescould never forget Christ
made it clear once for all that spiritual Jife comes jta men

s ‘only theough the giving of His life in their behalf. How

distinct does he make it appear that withnut the sacrifical

“nited sacrifice as the o

“even so send! you.”

 death of him whom. the Father sent, ‘there would be no
efficacy in the mysterionsly: sublime birth or theé vdivinely
% Mhlhbl He was tumeu'u 1o have them fully

MJ wesd mat by mﬁunm eouuniu the &Wh
‘mental relation between his death and our kife. -

' And today, after centuries of misconception uul erron-
# povg interpretation, behold the wounds  of the Saviour's

 brow and hnds, side and feet, proclaiming the mighty fact .
ifice of the ‘God

Cof nlv;ffan mmqh
mblf pleading wit

weall There ars nomigal Chmqm lodly

sad that there should be eéven one—who appear to be

shocked by the mention of Christ's atoniog sacrifice. They

are always preach'ng the attractive efficacy of - the life of -

Jesus, the appealing effsct of his  bepeficently uniqtie ut-
terances. But they areashamed of the snﬁenng D(emdn
it would be wige for all these to,marl’ well that  of those
who are ashamed of Christ he will be ashamed. How
little of the New Testament,—not to mention the Old,—
would be left, ot would have any meauning, if all the pas-

sages which take their significance from the atoning sacri- .

fice of Calvary were eliminated | Without the fact which
the wounds of the Saviour suggést, what is a sermon but an
ethical lecture; what i§ a church but an ethical club; - what

" is Christian experience but ethical trajning, and the Bible
And as we réflect upon the nobility, ihe love, the bencfi-

bat an ethical book, containing the most pe:kct code of
moralg it is true, but still only & treatise oni - ethics which
because of its nature is one among maoy claiming a share
of pur attention? O, brethren, instead of all this weak and
sentimental theorizing of buman preference, the New Year
wmissage of our Lord’s wounded haods and side gives us
unmistakable evidence that peace is ours through the eter-
nal sacrifice; that a sermon is the proclamation of the
truth as it is in Jesns in the ipl of thei tion;
that & church 15'a body of believers in. the crucified and
risen Christ; that Chiristian experience is & personal know-
ledge of the Son of God as Saviour and Lord; that the
Biblé'is the unique and incomparcble revelation to men of
the one way by which sin is overcome, the highest service,
the highest service attained, and heaven assured,

The statement following the record of the -unfu!ld
hands and side is profoundly suggestive: “The disciples
therefore were glad when they saw the Lord." Are not
disciples of Christ today, too, filled ,with deepest joy whien
are pushed aside ethical theorins and theoties of the atone-
ment ‘which have 1o spiritual potescy, and in per.
sonal relation with the Christ of Bethlehem, of Caperpaum,

" of Calvaty, ol the skies, they see indeed theis Lord | Well

may any one be-glad who sses Christ as the disciples saw
the Lord,  Happy truly and eternally is that one the
language of whme heart is the words of the grand old
hyinn

“My hope is built on nothing less

Than Jesus' blood und righteousness ;

L dare not truat the sweetest frame .

But wholly lean on Jesus’ pame.

On Christ thesolid rock | stand,’

All othar ground is sinking sand."

2. - Thesecond time does Jesusexpress to the disciples his
desire that they may have peace. ' “Jesus therefore said to
them “agein, Peace bs unto you: as the Faller seot me,
Here is -the second part of Chrlst's
New Year message. No one cam bave the peace which
Jesus gives by remaining satisfied to simply believe in his
name. In fact it would be commyw the spirit. of & true
believer to remain simply a reciplent of divine bléssing, It
is the genius of the Christian life to hllp ou;m and it is in
this way that the. richest peace is experienced. . How hap-
pily this message of Christ. applies'to the thought of the
New Year. 1f we are 10 have the best peace we must go
to others as Christ came to us. ' 1f the New Year is to be a
better one than ‘that from which we have just parjed; it
will be because more completely we carry into’ the mew
year before us the spirit of the mission upon which Christ
came to earth. He came not 1o do his own will but the
will of htn by whom he was sent ¢ so will we gladly make
the will .of Christ by whom we are commissioned, our
own.  He came fo reveal the Father: so will we reveal
the Christ who sends us. He spoke the wtrds given to him

from above ; so will we.. - He was obedient even to death;

and verily will. we be also if” we truly Tollow our Lords

‘offers i::m wmymhwmmdy&umd
God which passeth ‘all understanding: if keeping close to
the Maste mgiu ourgelves nrgnly 40 the missidn on

“wish and gratify it.”

He bore the cross in ‘viwcmnmn oowmna. dm_.

Spirit bestows.
1t is the privilege of overy believer in Junlﬁuto be-
come. a ‘mighty power in his service through the Holy

. Spirit's equipment. 1f we are impotent withbut him, who
* can measure the Christian's power MM!} furnish-
living beveath our

ed | We may beconscious that
boly privilege : let us seek ‘more abundantly vitalizing

contact day by day with the great spiritusl dynamo, the .

Holy Spirit, -1t may be that we are restrained from ser-
vice in’ which we feel wo'muhw;r the
mﬁkdpohin within us: let us avail ourselves in un-

* Jimited measure of the puniyingwof the Spirit:who

has been given for men. 1f we feel our need of heavenly
wisdom let us seek divine instruction and userring guid-
ance from him who came to lead us iinto all the truth.

* Thus will life be pure and earnest aud we. shall enjoy to

averflowing the fulfilment of. Chnsn NewgYear wish of
Peace,

This is our Lotd's threefold message for the Nw Year.
He bids us take to heart the significance of the wounded
Christ, now ever alive, as the only basis for peace’ man can
ever fiod or God ¢an furnish, He Bolds before s today
these same marks of his exalted bumiliation and with ten-
der and strong persuasiveness they appeal to us to “believe
that Jesus is the Chirist, the Son of God, that believing: we
may Wave lifo in his name.” He asks us to plan and labor
for others that thus in owe own lives wounded for  others
wo mAay posssss the sepret of the multiplying pesce. He
shows us the one emential of ellectiveness in this grand
watk to which he sends us; sbd now the Holy Spiritis

’ to leind all who ssek his help into the poace and
joy of Cluistian sarusstioss and power,

This w surely & grand'y complete message which Cheist
has given us fur the New Yoar, & message which tnakes his
wish-of peace & rich possibility for every life. Bekold indoed
the Savionr wounded lor you, behold the world ‘sounded
i meed of him, babold the holy Spirit through the inapirs-
tion of whose indwelling, wounds is (e servics of busanity
for Chulst's sake only ribute to ouwr hoavealy pesce |
And by you all, may the Master's New Year wish of peace
be abundantly realized through the experience of his - geac-
jous New Year message, the Ctri-ﬁn; coa'hh equip-

ment |
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When Economy is Wrong. .
BY CAROLINE DENETICT BURRRLL, £
Aw A ding to the popular belief, is extravagant

,bothbynnmmd tuinmg. Thn 0‘1 newspaper pro-
i

duces with each new season the same old jokes, reset, about
her spring bonnet, or her winter furs, oc her summer recrea-

tions, all pointing the same way, showing her desire to get
aUuheuafnum her ‘husband’s insufficient income. One

Turveydrop. to his daughter-in-law, “Caroline, frame a

Yet in actual life women are the great ccuo-’pu. In

'mmxmm wmsund mothcuwho domktthm
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