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Theology from the Standpoint of a Young
Christian, :

A Paper Read Before the Shelbusne Co. B- Q. M., Nov.
9th, by a Young Layman, and Pubflshed by Request.
There are many apologies that I might urge for the in-

plet and faults of this paper, 1 shall
content myself with two: 1. The vastness of the theme

—Theology. 2. The narrowness of my scope of vision—

From the standpoint of a. young Christian. I am here

like one who, while not yet ** inured to alphabetic toil,"

attempts to master the subtieti d explain the d

of Shakespeare’s Hamlet, or like a carpenter’s apprentice

endeavoting to allure from their maze of architectural
grandeur the mysteries in the construction of St, Paul's

Cathedral, But how often each one of us isled to ex-

claim : The Poverty of 1 isdom | the poverty,

the poverty. Until wearied with our searches for that
which seemis unattainable and faint with our weepings
we fall before Hit who is the Fountof Wisdom ind ery ¢
““'We have but faith ; we cannot know
For knowledge is of things we see,
But yet we it comes from Thee,
A ip darkness ; let it grow." 5
But as from the nature of our title the subject given me
was for the purpose rather of displaying the ignomance
and confusion of yeuth, than for eliciting that wisdom
found only with age, I will proceed, as it seems to be the
first requisite;to find a definition of theology. Literslly
it is the science of God. That is a very bold statement

and may be paraphrased as the systematic compilation of -

all the thoughts and revelations that men have had or
now have of Divinity. Thua theology is not simply the
scientific expression of our creed, or of any creed, but of
all creeds, orthodox and heterodox. The ‘Baptigt hasa
theology, so has the Buddhist ; so have the Catholics and
the followers of Confucius, Wherever man is found,
there we meet with ideas of God--from the ignorant
heathen falling before his idol, his shadow of divinity, to
the cultured Christian knowing that *“God is love,” and
displaying that God in their lives, both the frénzied der
vish dancing before the sacred flame, and the savage of
whom Pope spoke : ;
*“ Lo the poor Indian whose untutored mind,
Sees God in clouds and hears him in the wind,”
1 have been speaking of theology, and to ill my
point have, I believe, gone beyond my definition into
religion. Between the two there exists a marked differ-

ence. The Indian, the dervish, the heathen, the Christian *

whom 1 referred to above were all religious men, wor-
shippiug their God. But behind these emotional wor-
shipping beings there is & mind that searches, an intellect
that studies and a craving for knowledge slow to be satis-
fied. From these elements is evolved the Theologian.
Like all sciences theology is of the mind ; from the heart
alone springs religion. As the philanthropist is to the
physiologist as the lover of flowers to the botanist, so to
the theologianis the man of religion. In the language
of physiology, man isa biped, of the order mammalis,
etc., ete.- But to the poet, the philanthropist, speakisig
in the language of the heart : ' What a piece of work is
man | how noble in reason | how infinite in faculty ! in
form and moving how express and admirable ! in action
how like an angel, in apprehension how like a god!"
A flower, in botanical terminology, is an organ of the
plant which subserves the purpose of producing seed, and
consists of stamens, pistils, etc., etc. But to the lover of
flowers, to a soulful woman :
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mtm hkalt mantled this ‘:n{n c:rg: with flowers,
Or to mu“h?’ht ** who uttered nothing base.”
 The mesuest flower that blooms can give ’
Thoughts that do often lie too deep for tears.”

Carrying our comparison to its third stage we hear the
theologian say : ‘‘God is a spirit, omnipotent, omnisci-
ent and omnipresent,” A grand and sublime statement,
but in marked contrast listen to the man of religion as he
bows, head and heart, before his God : ** The Lord is my
Shepherd ; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down

MESSENGER AND VISITOR,

and like one ‘* beholding his natural face in « gliss who
goeth his wiy and straightway - forgetteth what mistmer
of mah he was,”" so may he behold the very majesty of
God and then turn to the world to demand a crown not
for Jehovah but for himself. This brings me to the direet
inquiry, *'Is the Study of Theology Beuneficial? " which
I with your forbearance will attempt to investigate.

It has been proved that wealth is not a blessing to all,
that happiness is not always to be sought,and that know-
ledge in like nianner is only power to a class. In itself a
blessing, it may become a curse and often has been of no
value to its possessors. The fault is with the possessors
and not with knowledge. The same breeze that with in-
harmonious rattle and clatter rummages amongst a pile
of old rubbush, may when it passes along the sensitive
strings of an wolian harp arouse from their sleep notes of

. such exquisite sweetness that the soul is wooed away from

its sorrow or raised to divinest grief ; such that-an angel

‘' hearing may a
mistaking earth for heaven.”
The study of theology may, by unfolding the mysteries

of that God ‘who is ‘“great and greatly to be praised,”
awake the noblest aspiration in the student's breast, or,
a8 it happens in all studies, may by the delay of truth
plunge the soul into abject despondency. He who
would study theology, and here let me say without fur-
ther comment that it is not a science for the clergy alone,
he, I say, who would study theology, must have Some
qualifications, the fiest of which I consider to be Simcer-
#fy. Without sincerity we can do nothing successfully,
nor, what is more imiportant, uprightly. Sincerity knows
no obstacles, it ackm only the right. It seeks
not for the establishing nor strengthening of any creed,
but with Pilate simply asks, * What is Truth? " WHe
that has such sincerity will not make his knowledge a
stumbling block nor carry his investigationsinto impiety;
for he seeks that which ** when a man hath found for joy
thereof he goeth and selleth all that he hath and buyeth
it." Apother requisite is 7¥me. The'study of theology .
is not for off-hours, a pastime when the supper is ended
and the newspaper read. Itisa critical moment when
the hurian soul first dares to ask for wisdom. The ques-
tion then is simply this : Will he devote himself to the

may find it? Some things must be attended to—the
duties of home, of church, of country, The rest must be
second to the grand question, which we expressed above,
““What is truth ?'' How important then to have time,
how important to make time, for he that knows the
alchemy of gening may, like Midas of antiquity, pick up
insignificant moments and find them, in his hands, trans-
muted into golden life-times. ‘‘ Drink deep or taste not
of the Pierian stream," 1s the advice.given to the bards,
and this phrase has an evervday counterpart in the well-
known words : ‘A little learning is a dangerous thing.”
Leét him then who thinks of studying God, like one who
*“ intending to build a town sitteth down first and count-
eth the cost,'’ decide whether he is willing to devote the
requisite time to his investigations. If not ‘let him ask
whether he is willing to receive into his life ““ a dangerous

1g.”" To put our hand to the plough and then turn
back is to find, to-morrow, ourselves before an abyss of
doubt where today we left a furrow. It is a terrible mo-
ment when on the battlefield of the human soul faith
and doubt meet in hand to hand contest. Fiendsare
lurking ambushed on the plain, whilein the lurid sky
above eddy the invidious vultures in narrow and narrow-
ing circles. Then,as the Iron Duke at Waterloo sighed
for * Night or Blugher,” so from the centre of the strug-
gle arise the anxious agomizing appeals: “God or
Reason | God or Reason ! ' Happy to that soul to whom
the former comes, and glorious for that to whom, as
Blucher came to Wellington amid the gathering shades
of night, so inn the twilight of the fray reason appeats
rearing the mantle of God. .

1 bave in this paper extolled that man, who obey the
dictates of religioh and bows in reverence before the God
of his heart. He is fortunate, but thrice fortunate is he
who has & hope and a ** reason for the hope he has within

him," )
‘There is another requisite for the trsth-seeker which I
would speak about, but with a diti That requisit

is Iwdependence. For the last one hundred years the word
* independence” itself has effected marvels. Often it
hag in its true light led men to glorious reform, but nften
serving but us a cloak for license and unrestraint, it has
engendered rebellion against society and against' God.
The sage Carlyle exclaimed: * Pin thy faith to no man’s

‘sleeve ;" but men, aflame with the desire:for revolution,

have sacrificed faith both in God and man. Leaders of

_ the ehurch have forgotten how unworthy the race ia to

touch even ‘the hem of the Ancinted’s garment,” and
have come with brazen foreheads—these shepherds of the
flock I-~to impiously question the acts of the Almighty,

rning their shepherd's crook into a stupendous mark of
interrogation. Such independence is unwise, is sacri-
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-ligiotis. 1t ix'the independence born of false philosophy

~—how unlike the ‘' liberty wherewith Christ hath made
us free.’” Standing as we do encompassed by o many
systems of thought, offered, as we are, so many ways of
-l:ldon by this philosopher and that, itis wéll to re-
member the words of one who has tested them and found
them grand, grand, but yet incomplete :

* Hold thou the truth ; define it well,

For fear divine philosophy

Should step beyond her mark, and be

. Procuress to the Lords of hell."

T bave come al to the 1 of what I have
thought fit, not of what I would like, to say, I desire,
however, toadd & word on Contemplation. 1 have chosen
that term because of the sublimity of the,idea it contains.
There is religion embalmed in that word contemglate, by
derivation, to mark out a temple or place for meditation.
Where is the man who refuses to rear an altar to his God,
and not an altar simply where he can st€hd with ** flesh
of ram and blood of goats™ beseeching forgiveness, but
where in mingled adoration and wonder, he can listen
while * the heavens are declaring the glory of God?"
What can theology present like this. Its teachings,which
have been likened to a pyramid which awes with its sub-
limity, but which when entered is found to be the tomb
of one man, may amaze and elevate ; they cannot satisfy.
They lead us to heights where we can see the kingdoms
of time and eternity before us, but where the chill minds
of heartless speculation may blight all vegetation and
turn the water into ice. Vietor Hugo's character, the
Bish Bienve nu, standing in'his little garden with his face
turned toward God, is a much grander sight than he who
amid musty manuscripts and with learned formulse
thinks by searchingto find out God.” Of the former
it was said : ‘* Without seeking to comprehend |the in-
cqmprehensible he gazed at it. He did not study God,
he was dazzled by kim.” Nature is the grand amen of
the Scriptures—it is more. The Bible is one noble but
ufifinished , the books of which are sehiten
tl:e ch‘fte.plngm.ph Were 1 permitted to punétut:u’it
while I would. place an’ exclamation mark after the

, & question mark after Job, a good mundpet.ied
after the Proverbs and would connect the prophécies by
& hyphen with the books of the New Testament, 1 would

e B HAS BT e hakn. Ao skicrifice; alb Mide ' he :n the_ close of the Revelation make the mark of an in-

, the conti , but not the conclu-
sion, of which is in the Book of Nature.

‘* Wondrous truths and manifold as wondrous

God has written in those stars above,

And not less in the bright flowerets under ns

Stands the revelation of His Love.”

O, that a.voice from the heights of high heaven might

xjn¥ throughout the world as clear as trumpet ton
that which struck the ear of the Judaean shepherd ; O,
that along. the mammon-loving mart, through the homes
into the hearts of the le, there might sound, ‘till the
smith drop his sledge, the carpenter his hammier, the
clerk his pen and the world its cares, to hear the words
of Jeh i **Be still and know that I am God.”

* k k %

Delighttul Studies in the Word.

About ten years ago there chanced to fall into my
hands a small book called “ The College of Colleges,”
being a complete record of the proceedings and u}die.u
at Mr. Moody’s summer school, if I remember rightly,
for 1886. 2

Among the addresses-wasone by the late Dr. Broadus,
on the Epistle to the Hebrews. This address was an eye,
‘and brain, and heart opener, and has been the means of
leading to many delightful hours for the writer of this,
The key-word to the epistle is ‘* Better ;" the subject,
“*Christ's Superiority to Judaism.” -Thirteen different
times in the epistle is Christ, or some phase of his work,
shown to be superior to the various articles of Judaism.
Chapters one and two prove that He is greedter than the

‘ angels, who, by the way, are here shown not®to be re-

d b beings. Chap 3 and 4 show Him to
be greater than Moses. Chapters 5, 6 and 7 give con-
vincing proof that He is greater than any earthly priest-
bood. Chapters 8, 9, and 10 argue clearly that Christ is
superior to the temple, the law, the daily service, the
smoking altars and the various sacrifices. Of the re-
maining chapters, the eleventh coutains the superior
“ Roll of honor”’ of the ages. The twelvth is an exhorta-
tion to soms, and the thirteenth is an exposition
of brotherly love, Hereis the list of ‘‘ better” items
in Christianity : — 1. Chap. 1:4 ‘‘Better than the
angels.’’ 2. Chap. 6:9 * Better things.” 3. Chap. 7:7
** Less blessed of the better.” 4. Chap. 7 319 ** Better
hope.” 5. Chap. 7:22 * Better Testament.” 6. Chap.
816 ‘ Better covenant.”" 7. Chap. 8:6  Better prom-
ises.”” 8. Chap. 9:23 * Better sacrifices.”” 9. Chap. 10:
34 ** Better substance.” 10, Chap. 11:16 * Better coun-
try.” 11, Chap. 11:35 *' Better resurrection.” 12.
Chap. 11 ;40 ‘' Better thing.”” 13, Chap. 12:24 “Blood
of that speaketh better things than that of
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