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EXCESSIVE RATES,

Our esteemed contemporary thinks the
fuquiry made at the Board ('»[ Trade
MRooms yesterday as to freight rates did
1ot “result in much.” It is perhaps a trifle
premature to look for results as yet, But
gwe think the general opinion will be that
anuch was revealed. When a gentleman
gof the commercial standing of Mz, Earle
tates that the trade of Victoria with
#the North is being seriously injured by
gexcessive freight rates and unjust dis-
geriminations, and his declarations are
substantiated by other gentlemen of
wequally high standing, then we submit
that something 1esulted to
justify the appeintment of the commis-
sioner as well as worthy of the serious
consideration of the government. It was
also pointed out that in some respects the
Coast cities are discriminated against in
freight rates by the C. F. R.. Practical
railway men will doubt be able to
give good and suilicient reasons why
these things should be, but the pubiic will
not rest until a remedy for them has
been found. We do not know that the
government has any power at present to
redress such grievances. But there is
no doubt that Professor McLean will
gather such evidence as will convince
Parliament that it is time for the crea-
tion of a tribunal endowed with power to
do justice to shippers without inflicting
injury upon carriers. The White Pass
Railway Company is in a class by itself
railivays .are con-
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der a foreign flag.
at the present as high as the trade will
stand; in fact higher, if Mr. Earle's con-
clusions are correct. It is driving it in-
to other channels. The officials in their
zeal for the interests of the proprietors
have gone beyond the bounds' and given
the water route an advantage. Relatively
the duty on foreign goods is insignificant
in comparison with freight rates to the
Yukon coutnry, and the result has been
that our enterprising neighbors are once
more in the field with large quantities of
wares. That is the substance of the
complaint. We do not know that the
government hasg any power in the prem-
ises except to-rénionstrate. The WWhite

Pass people have seen ‘the-effects of ‘their |-

“.policy .and have already announced that
next’ year there will be a reduction in
ratcs. ~But that intention- is not the
result of satisfaction with dividends; al-
though the White Pass has done fairly
well for its shareholders when the
amotunt of property it has acquired, earn-
ings and all other features are taken into
consideration, The rates will be cut
down because competition renders such
a course imperative. :

Mr. McLean's investigations in' other
parts of Canada have disclosed diserim-
inationsqupon the part of our two great
railways which seriously handicap Can-
adian business men in' their competition
for trade with their American rivals. In
many cases the high charges more than
counteract the protection. given by the
tariff. The companies -probably do not
consider the subject from the point of
view of the business man at all. It is
their business to make maney, not to
build up any particular country. The
American dollar is worth as much-as the
Canadian. In the United States, the In-
terstate Cdmmerce Commission sees that
American interests ‘are protected. In
Great Britain there is a2 commission: or
tribunal which protects individual firms
against injustice, A short time ago.a
coal company gaired damages because
it had been exXcluded from the ‘“‘most
favored shipper” clause of a railway
company. Later we repd of a manufac-
turning concern obtaining judgment on.a
similar complaint. Seo there are the very
. best precedents for the action which is
likely to follow the report of Professor
McLean. The - position of a railway
commission in Canada would be excep-
tionally strong, inasmuch as the people
have supplied one-third of the capital
invested in railways, and the only divi:
dends they will ever get must come in the
form of fair and reasonable freight and
passenger rates,

THE UNSPEAKABLE TURK.

The “sick man” of ‘Europe has been
a long time on his death bed. He has
had ample time to consider his ways and
gather wisdom, ‘likewise to repent; but
there is no noticeable improvement in his
disposition nor in his geanner of govern-
ing the country which Providence made
the grievous mistake of giving into his
hands. Now that the world has time to
from the disturbances in other
countries and bestow some attention
upon Abdul the Damned and his doings,
it appears that the Albanians are being
put through their regular course of dis-
cipline. Apparently a Turkish governor
would lose his hopes of the Mohammedan
paradise and the company of many houris
if he failed to annually murder a certain
T.umber of Christians. Of course there
ds a possibility that Russia is once more
attempting to paint the devil and to
work up an agitation for her own pur-
poses., But that is doubtful. There is
yet plenty to do in Asia without open-
ing up another Bastern Question. The
problem of what to do with the Turk is
1ot ready for solution yet. The three
great potentates of the world are per-
sonal friends as well as closely related
by ties of blood and marriage. They
fully appreciate the responsibilities of
thieir position and there will be no more
war if the King of Great Britain, the
Emperor of Germany and the Czar of
Russia can prevent it. Of cburse their
powers are limited and there arise crises
dn the affairs of nations when no power
on oarfh,_can! thwart tke clamor of the
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pecple to be led against a hated enemy. [ of the government forcgs would exasper-

Many a war has been entered upon in
enthusiasm and withdrawn from in
humiliation. When the time comes to
finally deal with # Turkish power o
Europe there will be more anxiety than
is now apparent in national councils, 1f
Abdul was on his high horse, he dis-
mounted very quickly. Whay the hopes
of France were in deciding- te enforce her
claims at this time it is hard to say, but
it is clear that if she aimed at precipitat-
ing a crisis when Britain's  hands .are
thought to be pretty well ‘pecupied she
is not geing to succeed. The Sublime 1
Porte will give its 1. 0. U. to the»Fren‘ch
government and the matter will' be} at at
end. By-and-bye some other power will
press for a settlement of its claims, but
not for long will they disturb the seren-
‘ty of Abdul.

TRIUMPHANT UNIONISM.

The day of the “eommon. people” has
dawned. In union there is strength, and
sometimes something else which will be
understood from what follows. A few
days ago we mentioned the case of some
newspaper men in Columbus, Ohio, who

ate the opposition, from which he broke
away, but that would not disturb the
dauntless Colonial Secretary. 1t would
place him on his mettle and result 1n an
arousing of politicians from the’r pre-
sent drowsiness. Mr. Chamberlain will
not become Prime Minister, though his
elevation would give great satisfaction
in the Colonies. ‘Though allied with the
Tory party, bd is still at heart a Liberai.
Lord Iduslvig:\is anotHes gentleman who
3,Tieves in prpphesvingizamooth thirgs

d is econsidered a posdiblé leader. iSo
15} L:msdowno,_whof :\ltlipug’h coxlsid(fib’ﬁ
3 success in the Forgigil Ofticg, has not
greated the stir in th§ world that is gen-
erally expected of cahdidates for leadér-
ship, . A7

The situation is not by any means com-
forting to the government party. If the
opposition were united and harmonious
it would be positively --alarming. Mr.
Balfour, even with the powerful influ-
ence of his uncle to assist him, could not
during the recent session of Parliament
keep his.forces in hand. ‘The dissatis-
!fu(‘fidn with the course of the govern-
ment has been very marked, and the
experience in the British House has been
tht when ‘the members become dissatis-

had achieved their independence over
“proprictoral” arrdgance with the as-
sistance of the devil and his satellites
in the composing and other rooms,
the first instance it was a matter of in-
dividual concern and the ‘“boss” had-to
bow his head in meek submission to the
decree of the The
proprietor of the paper thought there was
a conspiracy among the reporters to “do
him up” when the city hall scribe re-
fused to. depart when told his services
Then he gath-

employees’ trust.

were no longer required.

ered together an entirely new staff and :

dispatched a copy of the following mis-
sive, which, it must be admitted, is
couched in most respectful language, to

every one of the meémbers of the old one: '

“Dear Sir,—You are hereby requested
to honor the undersigned with your re-
signation at your earliest possible con-
venience, . Thanking you in advamnce and
wishing you the success elsewhere which
vou so eminently deserve, I am; with
great respect, your very humble servant,

“Clarence M. Jones,

In 1

| fied, the course they take in order
{ to express .therr dissatisfaction usually
| brings disaster to a government,

The career of the Marquis of Salisbury
has been one of uninterrupted aetivity.
He was a yvoupger son and had to earn
his living with his pen. He was not; like
his eminent colleague, Disraeli, a writer

and a sayer of smart
but a contributor of
| “heavy” articles to reviews. When

he had made a name for himwself
. in his calling and was in receipt of }Vhat
he at that time considered a sufficient
income he married the Jady, Georgiana
Caroline Aldérson, whose: - removal - by
death lately proved such a blow to him.
Then his prospects Were changed entirely
by the death of his father and his elder
brother, apd. Robert Cecil beeame Mar-
quis of»Ralisbury, . He achieved rerown
as a statesman and diplomat, being one
of the chiéf aétdrs in'the settlement of

of mnovels
things,

-that mest.. perplexing of all diplomutie
' problefs, the Eastern Question. “1¢gce:

“President Press-Phst Printing - Com- _ yvith Howor” finally crowied the offorts

pany.” O S
Under the old style- of /rutining news-
papers the reporters who received such ;
documents as the abeve would have'|
“stood not on the order of their goihg;" i
they “would have went.”
the Press-Post held a meeting of the:
nnion and passed a motion saying |
“united we stand by oup.jobs.”  The
last heard of them they svere still run-.
ning the paper contrary to the desires of
the proprietor and saying things which '
cut him to the soul., If the . printers, *
pressmen, stereotypers, machinists, book-
binders, etec., stand by them .they will
probably continue to 1un that paper as
“long as.it has a leg o stand on,” The
point we ‘cannot understand is. why bhe
proprietor does *not remase the cashier
and shut up the safe. Even union men
éarinot- live upon “principles:’*  Perhaps

“thé" “front office” has been “organized” |

too. Our friends on,the other side are
an irreverent people, They fear not God
nor regard man. We advise all céap-|
italists to come to Canada before it is
too-late. There will be an mprising with !
the advent ‘of hard ‘times ~which will
bring no good to rings, trusts, combin-
ations and capitalists.

LORD SALISBURY'S RETIREMENT

There is an element of extreme proba-
bility: i the jJannouncement that

and active life. The blirdenf of state,
private bereavements and length of days
have been mnoticeably telling upon ‘the
Premier of late, and it is known: that
he has for some time been anxious to be
relieved of office. Thé "fact that the
Empire has been passing through one
of the critical stages of its carepr no
doubt alone inflnenced the miuiyl&-r\in'
subduning his private inclinations.” YWhen
public men ‘approach the season of ihe
“sear and yellow leaf” of life they, are
apt to become out of touch with | the
sentiment of the voting part of the domn-
munity upon great natifnal concetns,
Young, lusty, throbbing life listens with
impatience to- dissertations wupon the
vanity of all earthly things. WWhen dear
friends have passed away for ever and
there is scarcely one left to exchange
sympathetic reminiscences with, the
point of view becomes different. There-
fore it is not impossible that the thought
may have oceurred to the greatest of
Imperialists, “What orofiveth Imperial-
ism?’ The successors of lis Lordship
will push ahead over the old path never-
theless. The misgivings he is said to
have had in later years will not trout
ble them at all. The conselidation of the
Empire uf)on practical lines, the consider-
ation of a Federation healthy in its busi-
ness effects and strengtheningein its po-
litical tendencies, will be taken up be-|
fore the lapse of many years and will
result in an Emnpire more strongly
united than the string  of
fiscally and practically politically inde-
pendent communities. Who will sue-
ceed Lord Salisbury is a  mat-
ter of considerable doubt. His
natural successor, the leader of tlhe
party in the House of Commos, Mr, A.
J. Balfour, seems to have lost his stand-
ing of late. His leadership of the House
of Commons has not been an unqualified
success, He is not aggressive encugh.
He is not the man for the position his
present leader was at his age. No mere
dilettante can bezome Prime Minister of
Great Britain. Mr, Chamberlain ix of
the right type, but is personally: objec-
tionable to a large portion of the old

present

The ‘staff of }

the |
Marquis of Salisbury will shortly retire |
from the Prenuership of Greatl Britain i

 his supremacy in the West

of’ $§\li.~'hury and-Beaconsfield at, Bgrﬁin;

#nd the two great leaders had reached
thé pinnacle of 'their fame as statesmen. 7
y

/" A POPULAR GOVERNMENT.

A gentleman fromi Brandom; Man.,
who is at present visiting in Vancouver,
says there is not a Conservative in the
country strong enough ~ to 'defeat M.
Sifton in his own'constitueney, and that
the East, West and all other portions of
Canada are so well satisfied with the
present government and so mistrustful
of the opposition that the Liberals will
reign for forty years. There is little
doubt, of the correctness of the first part
of this optimistic gentleman’s statement,
and as for the second, few of us care to
peer so far-inte the future, A leader
may arise with the wisdom necessary to
guide the wandering footsteps of the
erring ones and make it interesting for
the successors of the men at present in
power before the lapse of quite forty
years,

Hugh John Macdonald is personally

v.one of the most popular men in Canada.
¢ Just “before the last Dominion election
! he had turned the Greenway government

ont: of office and was slated for the

i leadership of the Federal party in the

room and stead of Sir Charles Tupper.
There was just one thing necessary for
him t6 do to .prove his fitness to wear
the shoes of his father, He must prove
by going
forth to meet the giant of Brandoh. He
went forth and has not been heard of
since, He is no longer a factor in the
political world. Even the provincial
party which he led to victory has cast
hiny off. The party was: so sure of car-
ryving -Brandon  that' it has ,neve;-f been
‘able to. forgive:the man -who is blamed
for: deceiving 'it, although, as a “matter
of fact, it deceived itself. It followed
the -example of-the electorate which re-
jected all the:Censervative leaders and
turned down good-hearted, gentle-natur-
ed Hugh John. Mr. Foster has hopes of
securing a place in the front rank some
time in the future when  there is a
prospect of more in politics than a mere
private member’s seat., In fact it is be-
ileved that-the increase in.the sessional
inderhnity 'has determined  him to get
into parliaments #gain as soon as pos-
sible, But for Mr. Macdonald there is
no hope. He.is as much a back number
as Sir Charles Tupper, and his downfall
was accomplished by the Minister of the
Interior, who, although second only to
Mr. Tarte in the hatred of the Tory
party, is intensely popular where he is
best-known,

THEY COVET CANADA.

The Seattle Times says the slow growth
of population in Canada can be attribut-
ed to no other cause than our connection
with Great Britain, It is kind enough
to say that our country is in all respeets
cqual to its own and that Americans
would be glad to welcome us into the
union, It is comforting to knmow that
thefe is a harbor of refuge mnear at
hand for us when we become so storm-
tossed as to be imeapable of managing
our “owr ship. In the mesntime we
agree with the Times that Canada is
just as good a country as the United
States, and we would like to add in some
1espects a great deal beiter. Life, H-
berty and the right to pursue hlppiDESS,
are accorded to all soil and conditipns
of men in this country.- There are ne

Tory -party, - His presence at the hendJ

i

distinctions of race, creed or station.’

There is one law for all, and it is en-
forced. The fires are not lighted around
the stake for one class of alleged of-
fenders to be put to death without trial
nor are our gaol doors opened at the
command of wealth and power. There is
neither lynching nor necessity for it. If
a man offends against his fellows he may
rest assured that he will be punished if
he -has to be followed to the ‘uttermost
narts of the earth. The result is thu{.the
people hfive confidence in the law, and
life and rop: 'rty are secure evew in
he remafe .parts where lawlessifess
asus i andssedngenial surroundings,. We
“have also g mgre acceptable and mdge
ulnsti(;‘ Ipr'h of self-government in Llﬁs‘
'&)m!tr‘}‘.'"not\\'ifli%t:mding the mistakeén
belief of some of our neighbors that we
are governed from London. Tublic opin-
jon cannot be ignored in Canada, be-
cause it has direct mcans of dealing with
those who would flout it. TPublic men
whose acts have been condemred by the
people, whether in municipal, provincial
or federal service, cannot remain in of-
fice and public opinion for any
length of time. We have not grown as
fast as some of us could have wishegq,
but that is not our fault, and if it. is a
misfortune it is now at an end. -We
shall grow fast enough from thig time
forth. =~ The, United States has had the
call for a century. Life has beccime ay
strenunous” there now-as in some of the
old countries of Europe. Every immi-
grant who has genedn has brought many
more: in his wake. The, same conditions
will -prevail in"Canada, The factors are
at work now. “fhere have been sonie
decrenses in our Bastern parts; so there
"have been in many soactions of the
Eastern States. Our growing time in
the West has merely commenced. North
Dakota . .increased in the last decade
from 182719 to 319,146, Manitoba in-
creased from 132,506 to 246,464, nearly
asg ére&t a rate ‘of increase. South Da-
kota increased from 328,803 to 401,570, a
much smaller relative gain than that of
Maniteba. Montana  increased. from
132,159 to 243,329; Idaho from 84,385
to 161,772, and Wyoming from 60,705
to 92,531. None ‘of tliese .show the
game rapid’ growtli as the . Canadian
Torrifories;, Which incrensed from 66;-
797 o, 1450000/, Oregan and Whashing:
tgn ~ incrensed/ in the .décade . from
53,600 “to 32,000, or- nearly 50’ per
‘¢ent., while Ahe increase. in British Co-
llumbia was/nearly 100 per eent, If the
rite of ingrease for the lastifew vears
had beenfpm(-eediug for ten we believe
we would have come out ahead all along
the line. These are a few material rea-
sons )\'h_\' we prefer to remain as’ we are
and “hoe our own row.” There is also:
the more petent objection that the senti-
ment of the country is unalterably op-
posed to annexation and i8 growing more
s0. There are probably not relatively as
many annexationists to be fotmd in
Canada as there were righteous men in
Sodom,

defy

“GRIT” MINISTERS,

The Nelson Tribune chn@‘l’s the Times
with a desire te see-a ?‘Grit govern-
ment” - established in’ British Columbia.
Frankly, we have pot the Jeast doubt it
would be. one:of .the bes§ things that
could happen-to the provl\nee if a Lib-
eral administration were dalled upon on
the . shoftest possible nofice to take
charge of ita affairs. We ate prepared to
go even fartlier and declase that it is a
thousand pities the represéntatives of a
party .which has made Ontario one of
the most enviable and prosperous of all
the states and provinces on the Ameri-
‘can -continent and which. has rescued
‘Quebec from the brink of bankruptey to
’_\\'hich it was_brought by Toryism, has
rot been in power in British Columbia
for the last dozen years. The position
of the province would have been sounder
in muny respects if it had become famil-
jar with the “Grit party” earlier in its
career, . L2ss of the public domain would
have been privaite hands and. the fin-
“ances would have'beeti in i healthier con-
dition. We hope, therefore, that the ma-
chinations  of - the reactionaries who
would ‘inflict upon us a government com-
bining the worst elements of the Tory-
ism of the past and of the present day
will fail. If Mr. Wells is the only re-

Dunsmuir government, for the sake of
the government and of the province it is
supposed to serve we are sorry. - Despite
the attempts of the Tribune to discredit
the minister and. his administration of
the department, it is a fact that for the
first time in. a 'decade the business in
the Lands and Works office is transacted
in a menner which gives general satis-
faction. We have beard testimony to
that effect given publicly in the House,
and we are not aware that even the mem-
ber for Nelson dissented when: it was
presented, So we gincerely hope that a
few honorable, energetic, Grit
business men will be taken into the gov-
ernment. There is plenty of room for
them, There are ministers who are not
Grits, who are far from energetic, whose
records are got above reproach, and who
could very easily be spared.

nmore

THE HORSE MUST GO?

It is again *announced that the horse
must go—that is. that his nsefulness wiil
soon be gone and he must 'follow it. The
same thing has been said many times.
His doom was sealed when the trolley
started upon its career along the live
wire. There was a slump in the horse
market then, but our four-footed friend
did net go entirely. ‘He is in greater
demand now than ever. No doubt the
end of the horse was predicted when
Geordie Stephenson first set Puffing: Billy

presantative of the Liberal party in th&
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land no -end. of suggestions

conservative Englishmen with visions
of disasters, industrial and physical.
This time, howwsver, the revolulionists
are sure of their ground. Edison has
been in.Canada and has explained it §H.
He has oatented a storage battery
which, it is claimed, is cheap, light and
reliable—one which can be sold for $25,
and will prove superior to those now sold
at five and ten times the. price,

Fhis_ invention sheuld bring the auto-
mobile into widespread use immediately.
The sterage battery being light. = the
whole vehicle can be constructed ‘of
lighter material, and bemg cheap, the
vehicle ‘must - become - cheaper—cheap
enough to be used for the most ordinary
purposes. Not only for the pleasure rid-
ing of those who can indulge in expen-
sive novelties will the horseless carriage,
now be used, but in all kinds of truck-
ing and hauling. Mr, Edison says there
are sixteen thofisand:licensed truck wa-
gons in New XYork, find that hereafter: it
will be cheaper to”haul freight and: do
the truckagé" of -that city awithi electric
trueks ‘than with teamhs and drays. *If
his storage ‘battery isas -cheaps and" re-
liable- as it' is- Said to ‘be, we may pre-
pare to-see’ electric drays introduced, in
all  the. cities just as quickly as it is
possible for such a transformation to
take place. p

It has been pointed out ihat, Mr. Edi-
son is not the man to make extrayvagint
claims. . He is not in the same class as
Tesla. Sonsati‘mal" stufies _have _often
been published concerning his work, but
he yas not responsﬁ»]é for them. Sensa-
tional articles are in demand in New
York and sensational Writers must have
pread.” Tn a conversation with regard to
his invention Mr, 13dison explained that
he had discarded the use -of
using iron and nickel; that: the battery
is completed, running successfully, pa-
tented, and will be-put on the mz‘u‘ket
without delay. 3 ey

Victoria is’ not a  compact city, for
which her residents have reason to be
thankful. = She capnot be kept.as trim
sround the edges as a newly-bound boek;
which occasions a good dedl of grumbling
: at  stated
seasong of: the year,. Our resources are
mre limited tharn our térritory, and the
men who are éndeavoing to, do the best
possible. with ‘the means at:their com-
pand ‘Eave: 1o easy 50b on theit, hands.
The streets are not in exhibition form
just mow, what with dust, stomes and
bumt; ui) grass. . Some refreshing show-
ers will probably fall before our great
fall fair is opened by the future King of
QGreat Dritain and the Greater Empire
beyond the seas, but we cannof conscien-
tiously counsel our city fathers to rely
entirely upon nature’s cleansing powers.
They should, and no doubt will when the
proper time arrives, do all that the
resources at their command will permit
to clean up, trim and generally improve
Victoria’s thoroughfares. There fs a
great deal of debris allowed to accumu-
late that should never be visible and will
ot be yisible when we rise to a preper
appreciation of our position as a city of
between twenty and thirty thousand
people. In the meantime all we can ask
is that there shall be cordial co-operation
between citizens, council and officials in
cleaning up, repairing and keeping up-a
more respectable outward appearance.

* % %

Our cousins have been forced to admit
that there is some virtue in British pro-
ducts after all. Hank Hoff, the one-
time. god of the yachting world of New
York, Rhodes and all the rest of them
have fallen from their high estate, and
it is propo\sed to give Constitution a
chance to prove what there is in her by
handing her tiller over to a Briton, Cap-
tain Barr, who has guided Columbia in
such a masterly manner. Oh! the humili-
ation of it! And they thought Barr
might betray them into the hands of their
enemies when he sailed Columbia against
Shamrock I. If eveats prove that Bri-

tain can build a faster boaf as well an

Fiise better satlors thé Yankee cup of
bitterness will be full to overflowing, If
‘they dom’t, there will be nothing for it
but Canada to take a hand in that big
game, too. We have won everything
else from them that they will let' us

come in on.
x o0 *

As an example of the dizzy heights to
which leaders of the Conservative party
in Ontario are soaring in the efforts to
defeat the Ross government, it may be
mentioned that one of the Ministers is
charged with the heinous, scandalous’ of-
fence of being part owner of a ranch in
one of the Dakotas. No loyal Tory
would think of investing his money in
any good thing outside of his own coun-
try. .~ This charge proved a boomerang,
however, for it has been discovered that
My, Crawford, who will be a minister
when the Tories attain to power, was
ona of Mr. Dryden's partners in the
same ranch.. To Keep up an appearance
of consistency, Mr. Crawferd is threat-
ened with extommunication. - Polties
has been rcduced to a “fine art? by the

Conservative lend.ers of the present day.
* * =%

A dispatch from Ottawa says that a
court of inquiry will be organized at once
for the purpose of investigating the
causes which' led ‘to the wreck of the
Islander. Thid indicates that no prelim-
inary investigation wlll be held. For
reasons which have already been referred
to, it is important that no time should
be lostiin calling the court together:

* & %

The Philadelphia City Hall was de-
signed to cost $W0. and was to be
completed within ten years, an extraor-
dinary allowance “of time. It has cost
$25,000,000, and afier nearly thirty years
is jvet incomplete. The Quakers are a

Iuyf‘u the 'f‘u“f‘ﬂﬁw the. minds ot} slow people in a swift countrys.
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THE CONSHABULARY
WERE OUTNUMBERED

KILLED SEVEN BOERS
. BEFORE SURRENDERING

Capt. Bennett Taken Pfisﬁr ‘By Dewet
—Three British Columbians Were
- Killed During the Fighting\

As. was -ahnownced “f#fom Vancouver
on: "'Wednesday! Cidpt.’ Bennétt; ' 6f *the
South: ‘African © Constabulary, but for-
‘merly ‘major 'of tlie Duke of Connaught’s
Own Rifles, is’a prisoner in-the hands
'of Dewet. He was eaptured pear Veree-
higing. the first station om  Transvaal
soil after crossing the Vaal river ‘on the
;ai!'ri)ad between Bloemfontein and Pre-

oria. p

There was a sharp fight, says the Van-
couver Province, in which a'small party
of Canadian constabulary under Captain
Bennett’s command ran 'up agdinst'a
vastly superior body of Boers and were
decidedly worsted;. They lost four men

»turgd, including Captain Bennett him-
self, and the seven-pounder gun they had
with them was 4180 lost to- the Boexs.

Among’-the' killed were -Sergt.-Major
Chambers, ‘who  enlisted at Calgary;
:_I:rooper Sproule, of Fort Steele; and
Trooper Begg, of Revelstoke, The
wounded include Trooper Mclntyre, of
Revelstoke; Trooper Curtis, of Nelson;
Trooper Herchmer, of Rossland; and
Trooper Graveley, of Nelson.

The Boers lost seven killed, four dan-
gerously wounded. and twenty slightly
wounded. S

Captain Bennett was taken before
General” Dewet and was told by him
that the’ r force was 4,000 strong,
80 -that” it _was obvious that the little
| party- of Canucks were lucky in not
being ' exterminated.

The troops engaged on our side were
only ninety all told, under command of
Captain MecDowell. They consisted of
two detachments of thirty each from the
Tenth and Fifteenth troops of constab-
ulary, recruited in England, and thirty
western  Canadians from the Seven-
teenth troop. The Canadians had the
right flank and opened fire first.

Vhat happened is. described in a letter
received .from an efficer of one of taé
En_gilsh.\tmops:

“On 'Thursday, July 11th,” he writes,

“we deeided: to take a strong patrol over
to Vryfontein and Zurfontein to get
some water barrels, barbed wire, and
other useful things. We sent out three
white scouts about 5 a.m., who returned
and reported thirteen Boers only upon
the hill. It was ordered'that we should
take the seven-pound gun, and ‘so we
pulled out at 7 a.m., about sixty strong.
We sent forward, forty men, and cams
on with about twenty as escort to the
gun. Of these we had to leave five to
hold a house to cover our retreat, and
so we went on.
. “But it was no good, for we ran
into plowed land, and had to pull up,
The Boers simply formed a solid mass
round the gun, about 200 strong, and
yelled at me and others to ‘Hands up.’
I waited upon the flankers to come up,
but they were captured, and the Boers
were firing at me from twenty to thirty
yards, several kneeling. Then four
started for me, so I kissed my hand to
them and rode off. Phew! It was
go; but my beauty carried me through
till I reached the kraals by the coal
mine dam. There I found four men,
and together we rode back to try and
cover Capt. McDowall’s retreat and see
what could be done. We collected some
]more men, and then I heard the particu-
ars.

“It appears Dewet was trying to pass
north and somebody gave us away, and
they simply egged us on till they haa
us cornered, and then rode us down.
Capt. Bennett, of the Canadians, was
taken by Dewet himself. Our total cas-
ualties—one gun, four killed, six wound-
ed, and twenty-four prisoners, and onc
Kaffir scout shot in cold blood as well.

i Boerf, reported 'seven killed, four
dangerously, = twenty slightly. A dis-
patch rider was sent as hard as he could
go.to Vereeniging for help; but they did
not turn out for an hour and a half, and
then only at a walk.  Apd they must
have seen us and our gun—they did—
and it was within the pange of fire of
the Vereeniging garrison guns.

“We are now waiting events. I sup-
pose it means a district court-martial
and the sack for some; but there was
no . cowardice, as Deéwet told Bennett
he was nearly 4,000 strong. ‘They made
our drivers take the gun to the laager,
angd they say that there were thousands
l.there.’ , 1 tried to bring-the gan into
action agaibst us, bnt the sergeant had

rown away the rammer, handspike,
lanyard and sights—thank God!”

Another Account.

An interesting letter from his son,
Trooper J. W. Culbert, of Troop 17, iu
the South African Constabulary, has
just been received by Thomas Culbert,
of Langley Prairie. It is dated froua
Vereeniging, Transvaal, July 16th, and
the writer says:

‘“We have had it pretty lively lately.
We fought quite a battle on the 11th of
July, when 28 of my troop and some of
Troop 10 and Troop 15, making 91 Brit-
ish all told, were out about eight miles
from our camp when we ran into Dewet.

“Qur troop was in advance and there
were some left to hold the road behind
us. I was one of the drivers, on the
cannon, which had six horses and three
riders. They made me artillery man
wbhben we got the cannon.

“Dewet had 4,000 Boers with him.
We put up a good fight, but they were
too many for us. We shot with rifles
till” they got so hot that they burned
the boy’s hands, and we made good use
of the cannon, but we lost five men
killed and six wounded. Three of my
troop were killed, two being British Co-
lumbia boys. One of the killed in No.
10 Troop was a Kaffir scout. There
were four of my troop wounded, one of
'Proop 10, and one of Troop 15, and
they took eleven of uk prisoners.

“They got the cannon and:me, too.
We tried to get away with it but they
flanked us and drove our guard away.
They took only me and one gther driver
away with them. They strippéd: the
cunners and one driver and took their
money and let ‘them go, but they made
me drive the cannon ahout ten miles
for them. Then they stripped the other
fellow and took his money and let him
2o. They didn’t do so badly with me;
they took that cowboy hat I brought
with me and gave me one of theirs.
Then they took my watch and chain,
knife, keys, gloves, coat, pants, and
socks. I had just paid $4 for a pair of
spurs; I only had one on so they got it.

hey wanted my shoes, but I told them
they had got a good haul, and I had
twenty miles to walk back, for they keep
horses and everything, so Dewet told
them to leave me my shoes.

“Dewet rode about four miles along-
side of me. They didn’t get any ~* my

»

killed, six wounded and fwenty-four cap- |

before, and what I had in m cke
h‘gd left in camp. You can )t,,elI:O.ll:‘:(nLu-E
Sincock that the Boers are wearing his
\vn%ch. : ; 5
“I am thankful to Lave escaped wi
my life, for the bullets cafue qluirk“ulxt};
thicks I don’t:know how i I escaped
them, for they: all made foF the cannon
a‘nd we were riding for our lives. Bert
George and my captain were 4':!1|(lll'mi
too. I mdde my way back to the battle
ground to help the wounded. We gof
theny! all into' cantp before night. The
‘r(_:port from the Boers was 25 Killed an.i
3& wounded, and we had a report the
other' day that another column recap-

tured the eannon with very little loss.

It was a seven-pounder. The way I
celebrated the Twelfth of July L helped
to dig five graves and fill them in. W
gave the boys a soldier’s burial.

“dt is_winter here now. It freezes
every mnight, but it is lovely weather
for winter; -Fheré. have béen only a few
showers of rain. This 1s a good country
but in very bad shape at present. There
is nothing going om, except fighting.” .

AN AFRICAN HEADDRFSS.

The Mashikolumwe are as s:
and as far removed ‘from any form of ciy
lization, a8 ean be found in Central |
Probably, justly, they have a reputatior
for treachery. Though the women wear 49
miich, If not more, clothing thun is cusiom-
ary in Central Africa, the men in nearly alp
cases go . absolutely naked. Every man
earries a bundle of long-handled harbed 18-
segals. Nearly every man has dressed, or,
to desecribe 't more accarately, forced, his
hudr upd sealp into the knob or spike which
is; peculiar to, this tribe. Many wear the
full - headdress, which looks
straight, and flexible wand startine from
the baek of.the head. » of these head-
dresses I measured and it to be 43
inches long, measuring from the skin of the
head upward. The headdress is made of
hair and grease, with a finely sha piece
of sable antelope’s horn inside to stiffen it.
In making it the skin of the head is drawn
back until a mass of flesh and skin pro-
trudes two or three inches from the hack of
the head. This causes great pain at first;
one whom we asked replied, “We hear the
pain becausé@ of the beantiful vesult.”” On
this artifictally made base of soft flesh is
built an upright cone, gradually tapering to
less than one inch in diameter, and pro-
longed to at least three feet in height. Thae
straight upright piece iIs quite flexible, and
waves In the wind. "The completed head-
dress takes about three years to make, and
the happy possessor of a forty-five-inch
fpike attached to his scalp takes great eare
of it. When he sieeps in a hut, the flexible
end Is tied by a string to the roof; when
sleeping in the open, a long-handled asse-
gai I8 stuck ﬂrmTiv in the ground at the
man’s feet, and the end of the headdress is
tied by a long string to the shaft of the as-
segal, so keeping it off the ground. In
spite of the time and trouble taken to make
these headdresses, some of the men offered
to cut them off and sell them for a few
yards of calico. I had hoped to buy some
on our return journey, but wnfortunately
passed south just west of the Mashikolum-
we country, and saw no more of this pe-
culiar headdress. Though not tall, the
Mashikolumwe are well made mnd active,
and, judging by some whe followed ma>
when hunting on horseback. good ranners,
—The Geographical Journal.

tike a long,

A NEW “SPEAKING PORTRAIT.”

Once more the genius of M. Bertillon has
triumphed ovgr the identification difficulty,
and he has come forward with a systenr
which approaches very near perfection.
“Le Portrait Pearle,” as M. Bertillon
calls his method, cohsists in form of a card
that may: be carried in the pecket, on
which are noted down those characteristics
that have the most fixity in the individual
and the most variability in different people.
“The anthropometrical system,” said M.
Bertillon, ‘“‘necessitates the detention of the
criminal, whose measurements are taken
with the aid of compasses, but the verbal
portrait which aims at the criminal at
liberty may be applied unknown to him and
from.a distance.

“This description, based cn a knowledge
of human anatomy, anyone ¢an master with
a little preliminary study, and it is of so
maich precision that it applics solely to the
person it represents, to the exclusion of al
others. It is composed, for each Individual,
of from tem to fifteen distinctive signs,
which shoul!d always be borne in mind by
an officer in search of a lawbreaker. The
verba! description has the adyantage over
a photograph in that it ecan be turned ap
in any place at any honr and transmitted
by telegraph or telephone.’”’

Examining a verbal portrait we find that
it is’'divided into three chapters. The first
deals with the color of the c¢ye. hair and
face, the second with the characteristics of
the forehead, nose, right ear and build ¢f
bedy, the third with an analysis of the pro-
file and face.

When looking for his man the dotective
carries in his mind only the most character-
istic feptures—the fixed features, such as
the eyes, nose, forehead or ear.
eriminal cannot alter at will, but he may
dye the color of his hair or the com-
plexion of his face; he may hile his mouth
under false hair or disgnise his bnild of
body by padding his clothes or in.other
ways. Therefore the officer earries in his
mind a kind of caricaturg of the person to
be recognized, conecerring bimself at first
with only the most exaggerated features
and taking no heed of those which would
be deseribed as average. Everyone knows
how easy it is to recognize some well known
personage from a caricature, whick is far
superior to the best photographs for this
purpose.—Pcarson’s Magazire.

ADVERTISING PROBLEMS.

In the little Dutch city of Leiden the
municipality itself manages the public ad-
vertising, and so ‘freées the picturesque,
canal-cut streets from unkempt hoardings.
The city erects at the principal corners and
by the canal bridges boards of neat and
attractive design for public notices. A pro-
jecting top prevents the rain from tearing
or washing away the bills, the boar
surmounted by ornamental woodworl
the advertising is thus not only kept
buands, but is made almost artistic. Of
purpose, and better known, are the fami
kiosks of Paris, and the eity-owned pillit
of theatrical bills. In Paris vigorous ac
tion has lately arisen against the def:
ment of building fronts by hugely lett
signs, and there are ordinances which pre
hibit the attachment of notices to any tr
on the public way, or to the municipal
lighting apparatus. >

In Rome the municipal and government
acts are posted on marble tablets owned by
the government and reserved for this use.
Private announcements are on bill hoards,
of regulated size and form, which can be
erected otily on permission from the pro
perty owner and from the e¢lty.—Current
Literature. 3

A’ French raflway comrany has erdered

money, for Iihad banked it a few ways'

clocks to be placed on the ounrside of every
locomotive.

SNP-SHOT CAMERA
REVEALS SECRETS

—

MAN WHO WAS SAVED
FROM MURDERER’S FATE

Photograph .Convicts Suspect—Rontges
Rays Put an End to the Thieving of
the Buenos Ayres Smugglers.

Prebably no human invention has aided
s course of justice to a greater exten
;{‘f;u thie_snap-shot camera, It has bee:
instrumental in condemning criminal
and has also been the means before no
of sawing innocent lives.

A ease in point is that of Alfred Grad
an Englishman who was living
years ago at Rio de Janero. I
accused of the murder of a Brazi
a clerk in the s

The two wel

son,
few
was
ian .mamed Linares,

officz with himself.

\known to have quarrelled some days pr4

vious to the Sunday on which Linare
met his death. Apparently, howeve

made up.their difference, for the

they
sSia

went eut sailing that day on_ a
vacht which Grayson had hired,
" In the evening Grayson 1»!'m1ght thi
dead bady of Linares home. His stor]
was that the latter had fallen from th
mast and fractured his skull, But med
cal evidence was of the opinion I:I
wound on the head had been mudw. \\i_x‘
a stick, or oar. ‘An car was INISSIT
froma the yacht's dingey. The mas|
climbing story, too,
Sounded Improbable,

for the rigging was all worked t'}'o
deck. Taking the recent quarrel in
consideration, and Grayson's \\'é'l.l‘knu\'\
violent temper, the case was black, i
deed, against the Englishman. The col
oner's jury had already found him guil
of murder, when a passenger on a Ma
seilles steamer, which had arrived in B
on the Sunday afternoon, came forway
witlr & new piece of evidence.

This was a:snap-shot photograph ta
en as the vessel entered the harbor. E
away, under the cliffs, a tiny vessel w
sailinig, and against the white sail wi
a dark mark, which a powerful magnifi
proved to be a falling man, By an
most miraculous coincidence the came:
had been snapped just as Linares fe
'The photograph turned the scale
Grayson’s favor.

Almost equally curious is the way
which a photograph aided justice in t
Cooper murder case, Cooper was &
sistant to a young blacksmith nam
Mc¢Kenna, in a Lanarkshire ‘villag
Both men were known to be fond of &
same girl. One day Cooper was fou
dead on the floor of the smithy. H
had been

Poisoned With Carbolic Acid.
McKenna was suspected, but there
vo proof whatever of his having ey
bought-or owned any carbolic acid, w
Cooper was known to have purchased,
a toothache remedy, the phial found
side his dead body. “Death from misa
venture” was the verdict.

Shortly afterwards McKenna was §
rested. It appeared that an Engli
tourist provided with a kodak had p:
ted through the village on the ve
morning of the murder. Attracted
the quaintness of the eold forge, he
taken several snap-shots of it. The p
tograpker went on to stay in an out-{
the-way part of the Highlands, and
not hear of ‘Cooper’s death for so
days. Then he hastened to develop
plates, Plain in one of the pictu
were three bottles on a shelf. Two w4
beer bottles, the third was unmistaka
one of those fluted blue glass bottles

These the-

whieh poisons are sold, It had al
label on it, and though the wording
this could not be read, yet on
strength of this evidence the police m
a thorough searchof McKenna's pré
ises. They found the remains of the b
tle in question in an old well, and proy
’ﬂmt it had contained  carbolic ag
Then McKenna confessed his guilt,

'_Phe more ‘recent developmentsy
scientific photography must make
criminal feel less secure than he used
One of those thieves who make a liv
by van-robbing got an unpleasant sh
one day in March last. He had- saf]
got off with

A Tub of Butter,
which he had stolen from the tail o
waggon as it was crossing a bridge
Rochester, New York. The deadly
nhess against him was a photogry
taken by telephotography from the
of a neighboring high building.

‘Hindu criminals succeed by long pi
tice in forming a little bag in tj
throats into = which they can
Jjewels when they steal them.
September a native was arrested
stealing a diamond worth 10,000 11'11
from a jeweler's window in Calen
But as the evidence was only cire
stantial, and possession unproved,
would have been liberated had it
oceurred to the police to have an ¢
ray photograph taken of his thrd
That showed the gem safely hidde
the lttle sac. The thief was senten
to two years’ imprisonment, hut he §
refuses to give up the diamond.

The Rontgen rays photography
also been instrumental in adding $20,
to the customs revenue of Buenos Aj
within the last year. Valuable jewd
on which no duty was being paid
known to be eoming into the countr
letteys, It is, however, illegal to o
letters or stamped packages, so the 1
breakers worked unchecked. At Jast
June, 1900, several registered letters
!mckagos were examined under “N"
In the presence of the Argentine
master-general. Sixty-six su
backages contained $20,000 wort
J}‘“’eh‘_\', and were, of course, all
fisecated. —Exchange,

J. B. Kerr, formerly editor of the
‘%\d Miner, and ncw of Vancouver, is i
Ory. Mr. Kerr has shaken the dust ¢
€ditorfal sanctum from his feet and
Undertaken the study of law in the obffi
Dayis, Marshall & McNell. A gooil
Paper man will make a first-class lawye




