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Roumania’s Part
In The ﬂamnaign

Deductions From Few Taken
as Prisoners

Their Progress So Far

Far From Conquered But Might
be Overrun if She Does Not de
Her Share of Fighting

Have the Roumanians shown the white
feather? In the opinion of the military
expert of the New York Times the small
number of prisoners that have been
taken by the Germans and Bulgars in
their operations against Roumania show
that the Roumanian troops have little
stomach for the terrific -artillery bom-
bardments with which the Central Pow-
ers begin an attack, and fall back be-
fore the enemy infantry can reach them.
This supposition .may :be unjust to the
Roumanians. “€Captured prisoners may
be an indication ‘of a desperate resist-
unce or of an eager surrender. When
the Russians fell back in 1915 before
Hindenbu-g he captured enormous num-
bers of them; but he got few supplies.
/This meant that the Russians had
fought desperate rear guard  actions
which enabled their «main forces with
their cquipment to retreat safely. On
the other hand, the great number of
‘Austrians taken by Brussiloff.this sum-
mer was interpreted to mean that the
Austrians preferred to spend their time
in Russian detention camps rather than
in the field. So the supposition about
Howmnania may be a mere guess.

Bulgaria’s Treachery

Apart from the martial qualities of
the Roumanians, which will be thor-
oughly tested before the war ends, they
are to be credited with successes in the
early days of their belligerency., They
swiftly overran a great part of Transyl-
wania. Some critics believe that they
were so greedy to immediately seize the
territory they desired that they subor-
fdinated to this passion sound military
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strategy, and left unguarded other fron-
tiers. To this it may be said the Rou-
manians probably relied upon the sec-
ret treaty made with Bulgaria, which
provided that these two Balkan states
would not war on each other, though
they might fight with each other’s al-
lies, It has been suggested that this
deal was Bulgaria’s first move to get
clear of her present alliance, and might
have led to her making a separate peace.
But Germany would not have it so. If
Bulgaria had any such plan Germany
was swiftly apprised “of it, and must
have presented Bulgaria with the alter-
native of making war on Roumania or
of having war made on her by Germany.
Bulgaria chose to break her treaty with
Roumania. Immediately Roumania was
attacked in the Dobrudja, and her ear-
lier successes in Transylvania were
brought to a rather ignominious end.

The Conqueror of the Weak

In one respect the declaration of war
by Roumania may have been welcomed
by Germany. Although that declaration
meant another nail in her coffin, it yet
afforded her an opportugity to score an-
other victory. What nations has Ger-
many defeated in this war? There are
only two, and they are small nations—
Belgium and Serbia. When Roumania
entered Germany may have decided that
by -a swift concentration of her forces
she could overrun Roumania, and while
'she might realize that this would - not
help her-in the-long run, it ‘might well
help her -at home. Germany was long
woverdue with ‘announcements of victory.
In the early days 'of the war ghe could
declare with truth that: Belgium had
been laid low. Later on she could an-
nounce that all' of Serbia was ‘in the
hands of the Central Powers.  Last year
the defeat of Russia was - proclaimed.
The German ration of victory was serv-
ed out from day to day and from month
to month. In these circumstances we
can understand the Germans wondering
why the allies, defeated in Belgium and
Serbia, and frustrated at the Dardanel-
les, did not recognize the fact that they
» had been beaten in the war.

A Need For a Victory

There came a time, however, when a
virtual deadlock was established. Ger-
many could gdvance no further in France
nor in Russia, On both great fronis
the allies were holding firm, and on the
south Italy was making some advance.
No longer could Berlin provide its ra-
| tion of daily victories. In these cir-
cumstances, the assault upon Verdun
| was determined upon.' From a military
i point of view the battle of Verdun
‘could not have been decisive. From a
| political point of view it was vital. Ger-
many lost that battle. Further north

1had to be admissions

iNot till Roumania entered the war did

Germany see a chance of a victory with

{ which to cheer the spirits of the fol
iat home. So it was decided that there

lshould be a swift rush at Roumania.

s

| the allies struck along the Somme. There |
of defeat here.!

Credit must be given to the German
general staff, for its strategy, and credit
to Bulgaria for her infamy, or for the

fact that she acted with a pistol at her
head. The situation in . Roumania at

present is favorable to Germany, and
may well cause uneasiness in Bucharest.

Roumania Must Fight

But Roumania is far from being con-
quered. If Roumania does her share
she will not be overrun. It may be
doubted if, up to the present time, there
has been that co-operation between the
Entente Allies and the Roumanian com-
mand. that ought to exist.: Otherwise
why should King Ferdinand have made
his pitiful appeal? This ery to the al-
lies was the whine of a man who is
beaten before he begins to fight. - Rus-
sia is advancing swiftly to the rescue,
and is striking at other points, The re-
newal of the Italian drive s helping him
and Germany cannot spare a man from
the western front. As one observer says
Roumania can never be saved if her sol-
diers run; they have to stand and fight.
Roumania entered this war not for civi-
lization or democracy or humanity or
Belgium. She entered it to make a pro-
fit. She cannot expect that the Entente
will alter their general plans in order
that she shall have Transylvania. . They
are out to defeat Germany and Austria,
Turkey and Bulgaria. If the Roumanian
army will “stand the gaff,” all will yet
be well.

OLD TEUTONIC IDEALS
LOST N NEW LUXURY

Alfred Croiset of Faculty of Paris
Se Estimates the Germans

Art Ousted by Trade — Ancient Kind-
linesss Passes and Arrogance Takes
Place Among Learned

(The following comment on French
and German culture was written: by
Prof. Alfred Croiset, genior of the fac-
ulty of Paris. at the request of Paul
Scott Mowrer, Paris correspondent of
the Chicago News.) .

(By Prof. Alfred Croiset.)

The horrible war which we are un-
dergoing makes it difficult for a French-
man to. speak calmly of pman cul-
ture. But, on the other hand, it has
laid bare the.bases of ghings which lay
hidden under the decéptive veil of
peace. Let us then try to understand.

When the war broke out German cul-
ture was in' a way" to impose itself on
the world. Why? Because of qualities
which. it would be puerile to refuse to
recognize, and also because of the pres-
tige of force; for men—big children
that we are—admire force up to the mo-
ment when it revolts’ against them. Of
the qualities ' which must be ‘credited to
Germany, some belong more to the past
than to the present; Germany still
benefits by the memory of Kant and
Goethe and by the glory of its musi-
cians. :

People saw clearly enough that the
somewhat coarse simplicity of its old
fashioned customs, which had their
charm, was giving place to a noisy lux-
ury, vaunting the parvenu. ' The an-
cient kindliness of its learned professors
was changing intg a rather ridiculous
arrogance. Germany was daily detach-
ing itself more and more from pure rea-
son to think only of dully multiplying
business and keeping the powder dry—
but even in these #ransformations it
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kept its traditignal qualities of applica-
tion, patient labor, attentive method
and foresight. Hence came striking suc-
cesses; and when its interpreters vaunt-
ed German culture to us, one had to ad-
mit that appearances were of a nature
to make an impression.

French Soul in Protest,

And, nevertheless, in the depth of
every French soul, a stubborn sentiment
protested against this German primacy.
One felt therein I don’t know ~vhat
coarseness and barbarity. The writings
of the pan-Germans revealed to us from
time to time, under this specious gran-
deur; a mad pride. The -civilization
of intelligent ants had something in-;
human about it which was disquieting
and repulsive. Renan had foreseen,:
from 1870 on, the moral decadence of)
Germany. The war has bared to broad
daylight the secret vice of this arti-
ficial construction; the grandeur of Ger-
many was a “fleshly grandeur,” and the
spirit itself over there had put itself in
the service of the flesh, proclaiming an
idolatry of force; material and mechan-
ical force, indifferent to moral values,
full of contempt for the superior as-
pirations of humanity, radically sever-
ed from what Shakespeare called “the
milk of human kindness.”

The long effort of the generations to-
ward greater justice and goodness gave
place to the wild cry: “Deutschland
ueber allies!” Germany above pity,
above the rights of nations, above jus-
tice itself! No more art or beauty! A
powerful organization reduced individ-
uals to be no more than docile pieces
in a 'monstrous soulless machine ready
to crush everything.

And we, during all this time, what
were we doing France was more hun-
gry than ever for justice, truth, univer-!
sal peace. Our internal quarrels, which
inspired in Germany such a mad confi- [
dence in our irremediable disunion; were .
caused by divergences of opinion as re-!
gards duty. Our imprudent pacifism
was a noble humanitarian dream. The
struggles of our artistic and literary
schools were proof of an ardent seek-.
ing for beauty. We disputed among|
ourselvés our ideas, and these ideas,
whatever they may have been, held in
the eyes of their defenders a universal
value, useful for the common good.

Were Impenitent Idealists

Each one, believing in the virtue of
his ideas, desired that France “should
become their champion, to his own honor
and for the advantage of the world. We
were impenitent idealists, and the more
truly French, despite our superficial dif-
ferences, as we were the more idealistic.
Moreover, when the external danger ap-
peared, each one rushed with the same
heart to his urgent duty, which was to
defend against brutal force the well-
beloved country where so many noble
dreams had flourished. To defend
France was to labor both for France
and for the civilization which it repre-
sents. All interior divergencies faded
out as by enchantment. This was Ger-
many’s first surprise.

What then, is the essential principle
of this civilization for which so many
Frenchmen are heroically dying? Whe-
ther one called it Christian, Greco-Lat-
in, revolutionary, matters little; it all
comes to this, that it proclaims the dig-
nity of man, and ends in founding all
morals, between individuals as between
nations, on the respect for free activity.
It is the duty of the strong to aid the
weak; small nations have a right to live
all moral persons have their own role
to play in the concert of collective life.
Unity imposed from without, by the
tyranny of one man or by the oppres-
sive hegemony of a nation, impoverishes
humanity by belittling the individuals
who compose it. The only unity desir-
able is that which by reason and kind-
ness draws together all noble and intel-
ligent activities with a view to the gen-
eral harmony.

Liberal and' truly civilized ngions all
take their inspiration from this prin-
ciple. None has more constantly pro-
claimed and defended it than France;
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none possesses a higher consciousness of
it. There is not @& fighter in our army
who is not penetrated with it.:. With
some it exists under a more adalytic

(form; with others' it i8 more intuitive;

with all .it is the invariable motive of
action. Heredity, environment, educa-
tion, all join to imprint it on. our hearts.
And that is why':not oné Frenchma

will accept - German jculture.

MOVIE VIEWS OF
SURGICAL WORK TO
AID MEDICAL MEN

After. more than a yeat of effort, the
faculty of Johns Hopkins Medical School
at Baltimore, according to the Novem-
ber Popular Mechanics Magazine, has
produced over 15,000 ft. of motion pic-
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ture film which it will use in tedching
surgery. While the views which" these
films present would be:gruesome indeed
to the ordinary. movie fan, they promise
to be of the greatest value to medical
students. ‘With clear motion pictures: the
student can study again and again the
actual steps taken by surgeons engaged
in operating. The films will be used dur-
ing the curreng school year. They depict
both major and minor operations.

Alexander Corrt, a youthful Irish chem-
ist, has invented a new aniline dye whi¢h
is being successfully exploited by tdhe
British government. _, t\.

Colonel Sir A. H. Lee has been gazet-
ted personal military secretary (unpaid)
to the secretary for war,
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