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and that she lingered iu St. Ogg-s, relying on his return to
her. They had always thought her disagreeable; they now
thought her artfnl and proud; having quite as good grounds
for that judgment as you and I probably have for many strong
opinions of the same kind. Formerly they had not altogether
delighted in the contemplated match with Lucy, but now
their dread of a marriage between Stephen and Maggie added
Its momentum to their genuine pity and indignation on behalf
of the gentle forsaken girl, in making them desire that he
should return to her. As soon as Lucy was able to leave
home, she was to seek relief from the oppressive heat of this
August by going to the coast with the Miss Guests; and it
was in their plans that Stephen should be mdnoed tojoin them.
On the very first hint ' gossip concerning Maggie and Dr
Kenn, the report was cuuveyed in Miss Guest's letter to her
brother.

Maggie had frequent tidings through her mother, or aunt
Glegg, or Dr. Kenn, of Lucy's gradual progress toward recov-
ery, and her thoughts tended continually toward her uncle
Peane's house; she hungered for an interview with Lucy, if
It were only for five minutes, to utt»r a word of penitence, to
be assured by Lucy's own eyes and lips that she did not be-
lieve in the willing treachery of those whom she had loved
and trusted. But she knew that even if her uncle's indigna-
tion had not closed his house against her, the agitation of
such an interview would have been forbidden to Lucy. Only
to have seen her without speaking would have been some re-
lief; for Maggie was haunted by a face cruel In its very gen-
tleness; a face that had been turned on hers with glad, sweet
looks of trust and love from the twilight time of memory-
changed now to a sad and weary face by a first heart-stroke.'
And as the days passed on, that pale image became more and
more distinct; the picture grew and grew into more speaking
definiteness under the avenging hand of remorse; the soft
hazel eyes, in their look of pain, were bent forever on Mag-
gie, and pierced her the more because she could see no niager
in them. But Lucy was not yet able to go to church, or any
place where Maggie could see her; and even the hope of that
departed, when the news was told her by aunt Glegg, that


