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Al

here, potentially or actually, since the year 1638, and
my European cousins of to-day are squires and curates

in Dorsetshire. Moreover, I admire and revere England,
not only because of what she has done for liberty and
self-government at home, but because she has borne the

white man's burden throughout the world and borne it

true and well.

On the other hand, what I possess of higher learning

has been won in Germany. I have studied in her

famous universities and bear their degrees, and in three

of them have occupied the teacher's chair. I have lived

ten years of my life among her people and enjoy a circle

of valued friendships which extends from Konigsberg
to Strassburg, from Hamburg to Munich, and from
Osnabriick to Berchtesgarden and which reaches through
all classes of society, from the occupant of the throne
to the dweller in the humble cottage. I have known
four generations of HohenzoUerns, and, of the three

generations now extant, have been brought into rather

close contact with the members of two of them. While,

as to the men of science and letters and politics who
have made the Germany of the last half-century, I have
kno\*Ti them nearly all, and have sat, as student, at the

feet of many of them. I must concede that of English
descent though I am, still I feel somewhat less at home
in the motherland than in the fatherland. Nevertheless,

I am conscious of the impulse to treat each with fairness

in any account I may attempt to give of their motives,

purposes, and actions.

It was in the year 1871, in the midst of the Franco-
Prussian war, that I first trod the soil of Germania, and
it was from and with those who fought that war on the
German side that I first learned the politics and diplo-

macy of Europe. Almost from the lirst day that I took


