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The purpose of this volume is to place before the public all the esMu-

tial facts as to curreoqr, coinage and banking, from the wampumpcage of

the colonies to the notes of our Federal Reserve Banks as well as the in-

dispensable political history connected therewith. The basis of the work

is " The Contest for Sound Money," by the same author, first published in

1903, but that earlier book has been rewritten and supplemented so that

as now issued it covers the period from the adoption of the United States

Constitution to the present day. It deals fully and explicitly with our

coinage laws and coinage by mints ; it gives the complete history of the

national banking system and contrasts and compares the banking systems

of various states ; it relates the history of the legal tender notes, the his-

tory of the silver controversy, and sets forth the various international

efforts in favor of the bi-metallic standard. There is also an introductory

chapter describing the currency systems of the principal commercial

nations and explaining the emergency measures adopted by European

nations to meet the exigencies of the war of 1914.
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