
IVTHODUCTlOW.

And from fuch fuits no legal materials «Bfe:to> be

derived for the informtrion of pofteritj^.^^-i^:, ibw^;
'

->*/ It might be inferred from this, that the iaws of

navigation are penned with great cieamftlsi .and

are happily exempt from thofe ambiguitiesy. whkh
have been fcen to cloud the conttruidlioa of odiiir

laws, framed by perfons of the bcfl: learning >aild

experience. But in truth a want of clearae:^ iis

not the only nor the moft common caufeof.doul^t

and difficulty in the interpretation of laws :» thtfy

originate from other defers than thofe in thcikws

themfelves ; from the conceit of the parties in*

,tcreftcd, and the weak, judgments of their fifrft

advifers;, fuch difpofitions and fuch intcUei^tslwill

eafily perfuade themfelves, that the law fpeaks

^hc language they wilh it ihouid fpeak j and at any

aate they will think itvvorth trying, whether ithey

cannot prevail with a court to confirm theii* opi-

nion. Thefe confiderations have generally had

their full cfFedt to plunge the parties into a fuit,

before the matter comes into the hands of thole,

who are heft able to diftinguifh, but who are then

obliged to exercifc their ingenuity inftcad of their

judgment, and to torture and confound evejty

thing, in order to fupport what in their clofets

they would pronounce untenable. Yet it is to

fuch occalions as this, that we are indebted for

two-thirds of the legal argument to be found in

the Report-books ; and out of fuch attempts to

miflead and mifreprefent, grow the true expoHdon

and the real learning of the law.
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