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is something very homely and human in

the good manners of a real court. Then the

Queen asked about the Dutch immigrants

m America, especially in recent times

—

were they good citizens? I answered that

we counted them among the best, especially

strong in agriculture and in furniture-

making, where I had seen many of them
in the famous shops of Grand Rapids,

Michigan. The Queen smiled, and said that

the Netherlands, being a small country,

did not want to lose too many of her good
people.

The impression left upon me by this first

interview, and deepened by all that fol-

lowed, was that Queen Wilhelmina is a
woman admu-ably fit for her task. Her
natural shyness of temperament is some-

times misinterpreted as a haughty reserve.

But that is not correct. She is, in fact, most
sincere and straightforward, devoted to her

duty and very intelligent in doing it, one

of the ablest and sanest crowned heads

in Europe, an altogether good ruler for the
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