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Riiniljir gniiiil iuiil iinpuHinpf fciitiirLM present

tliotn-.elv('s. ' Ijookiiiii iiortli, noiitli, iiml

t'list,' wiiteH tlie Hiirveyiii!^ otfiier nf Mie^'i-

neei's, 'the view eiiihrfucil iiiimiitii' \ scenery

of a iles(;ri|)ti(iii rarely to l»e snr[)a-t<i'il. Ah
tar as tlio eye eoiiM reaeli, an I'lnlless sea ot'

inonntaiiis rolleil away into llie l>lne ilistanee,

tlieir sides clotlieil alnmst to tlieir snniniits

with an iMi|»eiU'traltle t'orest of ocry sjieeies

oi' |nne, and tlieir peaks hikI reecsses lit np
l>y tlie rays of tlie early sun too oarly yet to

liirliten tlie jj;looniy valley lieiow \is, Hi-ro

nnil lliero a riiiri;uil nakeil peak towereil np
in liold relief some I ODD teet or more aliove

tlie sn;niiiits of tlie adiaeeiit, ranircs, spotted

with occasioinil patelii!.* ^)f snow in ereviees

never perhaps pnuurated by the siiiiliLcht
;

and so eonipli'ti^ was the network of iiioiiii-

tains in wliieh we were enveloped, that the

(piestion iiow wo were to (jjet out of them,

appeared to bo somewhat ditlieiilt of solu-

tion.'

There has been some mi^apprchension re-

spectiiii,' tlie Indian tribes which inhabit Jiri-

tish Columbia, and tales of their savaif*' na-

ture, and of attacks made upon settlers, have

not been without their influence in checkini;

immi'^ration. Unlike the nations to the

eastward of the Ivocky Mountaiin;, of which

tho IJIackfoet have attained a bad pre-eini-

iience for their bloody dis|>osition and fre-

quent feuds, the ntces to the west of the

nioutitains are of a mild nature, anil have

shown an aptitude f)r civilisation. The inis-

sionarii^s exercise much inHuence over them,

althouifh their succ<,'ss in makitii^ converts

has not been hitherto threat. No persuasion

has been able to make them aijriculturists,

but they pursue huntiiii; and tishini; as the

sole and precarious resouices ai^ainst famine.

The moral ascendency of the chiefs over the

tribes is jrreater than has been often observed

in savajre life. ' These people,' says Mr. Kane,

speakini; of the Indians inhabitintj; a district

of British Columbia, ' are governed by two
chiefs,—the Chief of the Earth, and the Chief

of the Waters. The one exercises great

power over ihe tribe, except as ret^ards the

tisliiuLj, which is under tho exclusive control

of tlie Chief of the AV'ators. Jle dispenses

justice, strictly punishing any cheating or dis-

honesty among his subji-cts. lie opposes the

gambling propensities of his tribe to the ut-

most, even depriving tlie successful gamblers

of their share of the fish received annually

from tlie Chief of the Waters.' The latter

personage appears to be of great importance.

No one is allowed to catch fish without his

permission. His large fishing basket or trap

is put dosvi. a month earlier than any one is

allowed to fish for himself; and the Chief of

the Waters informed Mr. Kane, that ho had

taken as many as 1700 salmon, weiglijinj; on
an avera'.;e ;<0 lbs. each, in the conr>e of one

day. The daily avcrii'^e taken in the Chief's

basket was about 4do. |Io distributes tho

lish thus taken during; the season amoiiirst

his people, every one, even the smallest child,

getting an (Mpnil share. Inditlenmco to ago,

iiiori^ espi'cially to female age, is a disai;reo-

able ciiaracteri-<tic of the Indian tribe^ on
both Hides of tho Kocky .Mountains. Chil-

flren are a source of profitand strength to an

Indian parent; but the old of both sexes are

reganled as bunlens of the earth, and ar-

often left to perish from l|une:er and cold.

.Mr. Kane relates an incident whii'h stnniglv

brings out this peculiarity.

'Some Indians,' he' says, 'while liathiiig

near the shore, picked up a cask, and finding

upon examination that it was full of rum,

made up their minds to have a carouse. (M.o

of the [larty, however, suggested the possi-

bility that the white men had put poison in-

to it, to be revenged on them for having fired

on the inland brigade of boats going up tho

river the, yeai- before. This (h'teried them
from drinking until they had tested its ijiia-

lity. For this purpose they selected eight of

the oldest women in the camp to try tlie ex-

periment on. The women fell into the snare,

and, becoming int<)xieatod, commenced sing-

ing with great glee. But an ohl chief soon

j)iit an end to their potations, saying that it

was evident there could be no poison in it,

and that it was much too good to be thrown

away upon old women. The whole tribe

then set to, and were not long in draining

the cask.'

Mr, Kane, in his very interesting work,

sup|>lies some amusing details respecting tho

haliits, manners, and superstitions of the In-

dians of British j^Jolumbia, and those inhabit-

ing the district of the Uocky .Mountains; and
he arrives at the conclusion that, if fairly

treated, they will not give any trouble to

European settlers. Their disposition is rather

to exaggerate tho merits of tho Europeans
with whom tiiey come in contact, than to re-

pel their advances. Mr. Kane thus describes

the ofi'cct produced upon the Indians by a

travelling Scotch piper:

—

'A lliiililandor, of tiie name of Colin Fra-

scr, joineil our party, lie was on his way to

a small fort, of which he had the charge, at

tho head of the Atliabaska Kiver, in the

Uocky Mountains, whore ho had resided for

the last eleven years, lie had been brought

to the country by Sir George Simpson, in tho

capacity of his piper, at the time when he ex-

plored tho Frasor Kiver, and made an exten-

sive voyage through a country hitherto littlo

known, and among Indians who had seen few*

or no white men. lie carried the pipes with


