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Introduction.

In describing the various geological formations which compose the

earth's crust in tlie ])oinini(m of {'anada it is the pur])osc ot! tiie writer

to add such notes on the geological structure of other jjortions of British

North America (which portions we hope Avill sooner or later form part

of our great Dominion) as will show the relation which exists between

them and its present divisions.

For the sake of convenience, and to a great extent depending upon

its physiographical as well as geological characters, lU'itish North Amer-

ica will be divided into live sections or regions, and the descriptitms

given of the various geological formations -will proceed, as nearly as

possible, from the east in a westerly direction as follows :

—

I.

—

The Acadian liegxjn. comprising the Maritime provinces of Xova

Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, also Newfoundland

and Gaspe peninsula, together with that portion of the province of Que-

bec south-east of the great C]iamplaiii-A])palachian fault or disloca-

tion which runs in the (Jidf and Eiver as well as along the south shore

of the St. Lawrence through Quebec city, and west, to St. Nicholas,

then to the north-east comer of Lake Champlain, and proceeding in

a southerly direction through the New England States, as far south as

Alabama.

II.

—

The Lawrencian Lowlands, which extend from Aiilieosti west

to the City of Quebec and to L^ke Huron including the Huron-Erie

Peninsula of Ontario, South Eastern Ontario, the Ottawa Pakeozoic

Basin, and the llat-lying Pala?ozoic sediments of the province of Quebec.

III.

—

The Laurentian Highlands, which include the great penin-

sula of Labrador to the cast of Hudson Bay and the Archaean country to

the west and north-west of the same bay.

IV.

—

The Interior Continental Plain, which runs north from the

49th parallel towards the Arctic ocean and embraces Manitoba, Assini-

boia. Alberta, Saskatchewan, and portions of the districts of Athabasca,

MacKenzie, and Franklin.
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