
4 PREVIOUS STATE
the adminiftration of his diftrafled kinf*-

donis.
t

Lord Shelburne had fcarcc been in ofHce fix

months, before he accompliflied that objevfl for

which, in the opinion of Mr. Fox, even the

unconditional facrifice of acknowledging Ame-
rican independence, prior to any negociation*

was to be made without any hefitation. He
effected a treaty of peace with the four feveral

powersj witli whom we were then at war

:

and, though in the judgment of all parties ic

was not a time for us to diftate our terms, we

obtained fuch, as, conCdering our diftrefles, it

was higlily our interefl; to accept.

By this time however, Mr. Fox had

formed a coalition with Lord North, the

adverfary to whom he had fo lately been op-

pofed, and whofe removal from office he had

confidered as an objc(5l worthy to be attained

even at the hazard of all the mifchicf re-

fulting from an unremitting oppofition to the

meafures of government during the progrefs of

an extenfive and complicated war. The reful^

was the condemnation of the peace, which,

as it was faid at the time. Lord North had

rendered neceflary, and Mr. Fox had declared

tp be fo. This was followed by the refigna^

- tion»4
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