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from the most northern point, the village of

Huehuetoca, to the southern extremity, the

small town of Chalco.

The communications with Europe and Asia*

being only carried on, from the two ports of

Vera Cruz and Acapulco, all the object? of

exportation and importation necessarily pass

through the capital, which has become through

that means the central point of the interior

commerce. Mexico, situated on the ridge of

the Cordilleras, commanding as it were the

two seas, is distant in a straight line from

Vera Cruz 69 leagues, 66 from Acapulco,

79 from Oaxaca, and 440 leagues from Santa

Fe of New Mexico. From this position of

the capital, the most frequented roads, and

the most important for commerce, are, 1st.

the road from Mexico to Vera Cruz, by Puebla

and Xalapa; 2d, the road from Mexico to

Acapulco by Chilpanzingo ; 3d, the road from

Mexico to Guatimala, by Oaxaca; 4th, the

road from Mexico to Durango and Santa Fe

of New Mexico, vulgarly called el camino de

iierra dentro. We may consider the roads

which lead from Mexico, either to San Luis

Potosi and Monterey, or to Valladolid and

Guadalaxara, as ramifications of the great

road of the provincias internas. "When we

examine the physical constitution of the coun-

try, we see, that whatever may oiie day bft
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