
THE SEA.

wlio Lad saved two thousand castillano.i (soinewliat over the same number of pounds sterlii. j),

to invest lus money in the enterprise. Ojeda promised to make him Alcalde Mayor, or Chief

Judf^e, and the prospect of such dijjnity dazzled the notary. It was arranged that the latter

should reuiain in Ilispaniola to beat up recruits ard sni)plies; "xnd with them he was to follow

in a ship purchased by himself.

" Two rival governors," says Irving, " so well matched as Ojeda and Nicuesa, and both

possessetl of swelling spirit^, pent up in small but active bodies, could not remain long in a

little place like San Dominga without some collision. The island of Jamaica, which had been

assigned to them in com'.uoii, lurriished the first ground of contention ; the province of Darien

furnished another, each pretending ^.o include it within the limits of his jurisdiction. Their

disputes on these points ri ii su high that the whole place resounded with them." Nicuesa was

the better talker, having l)een brought up at court, while Ojeda was no great casuist. lie was,

however, an excellent swordsman, and always ready to light his way through any question of

right or dignity, and he challenged Niciifsa to single combat. Nicuesa was no coward, but

as a man of the world, sa\> the folly oi: such a proceeding, so he slyly proposed that they

should each deposit live thousand castillanos—just to make the light interesting—and to

constitute a prize for the winner. This rather checked i>oor Ojeda, who ha.l not a dollar he

could call his own ; but his cool and discreet friend Cosa had a considerable amount of trouble

with him afterwards, before he could bring him to reason. The character of Cosa, as we shall

see hereafter, was a very noble one. He was Ojtda's best counseller and truest friend.
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NiCLEsA remained some time in San Domingo after the sailing of his rival's fleet, obtaining so

many volunteers that he had to purchase another ship to convey them. That commander was

much more the courtier than the man of business, and expended his money so freely that in the

end he found himself seriously involved. Some of his creditors, knowing that his expedition was

not favourably regarded by the governor, Admiral Don Diego Columbus, threw every obstacle

in the way of his departure,, and never was an unfortunate debtor more harassed by duns, most

of whom he managed, however, to satisfy or mollify. His forces, which now numbered seven

hundred men, were safely einbL\rked, but just as he was stepping into his boat he was arrested


