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22 THE GREAT nKITISli NORTHWEST TERRITORY.

John ndl, CMptain of Uk' Hudson's Bay
Company's McKinzie river sttanicr, ar-

rived while I was in iMiuonton, and j^ave

a hearty lau^h on hearinj^ nie speak of

Alberta as a eold, winter c()iititr> .

"Why, my boy," said the blulV old

captain, " yon are in the tropics. The
north does not really bej^in until you
reach the end ->f my beat at I'Ort MclMier-

son, two thousand miles from here, on

the McKenzie river."

The first hundred miles of this lonj.?

journey is made by waj^on to Atha!)asca

landing, where bej^MUs a five-hutidred-mile

ride on the Athabasca river ; then comes
a porta}!^e of eighteen miles ; then a long

voyage down .Slave river to, and through.

Slave lake ; whence begins the last thou-

sand miles of the journey down the Mc-
Kenzie river. Captain Hell's si.\ty-one-

ton screw-propeller boat makes but one
vojage a year down the ISIcKeuzie to I'ort

McPherson, that last, lonely outpost of

the Hudson's Bay Company, within a

day's walk of the Arctic circle. Mr. Mc-
Cauley, the mayor of luhnontou, also

proprietor of a liverj'-stable, in speaking
of the six men living at Fort McPherson,
said that the place is too lonely for a

bachelor, and that all six were married.

One of the six held out ft)r many years,

but he, too, succumbed, a year ago, under
romantic circumstances. He had been

engaged for twelve years to a girl in

Scotland.

Captain Hell's steamer goes into winter

quarters at lM)rt Simpson, in latitude six-

ty live degrees, where the sun rises about
ten o'clock, and setsabout two. Duringthe
long arctic winter tin- captain atuusi's him-
self stulling arctic birds, of wliirli he has
a rare and interesting collection. His
crew luuit deer, fish, cut wood, and kill

time as best they can from the middle of

August until the following June. Everj-

m;in is allowed one hundiid pounds cacli

of sugar and flour, in addition Lo wages.
The oflicials at I"'ort Mcl'herson are al-

lowed five h'l'idred jiouuds of flour a year

jier man, — a fairly lil)eral allowance, con-

sidering that in that region flour costs

lliirty-five to forty cents a ])oiind. Dis-

tances are so great, the difllculties of trans-

porta'cion .so many, including long ])ort-

ages over rocky ground, that, to carry a

pound of freight from Athabasca landing

to Fort McPher.son costs twent^'-tv, o cents.

The Indians rarely indulge in the luxury
of bread ; their diet consists mainly of

moose and deer meat. Fifteen Indians

will eat a nu)ose in a single night ; in the

same time eight Indians eat a deer, that

is, each num eats from twelve to sixteen

])ounds of meat within ten hours. Thej-

eat until gorged, then .sleep, then, in an
hour or two, get up and go again to the
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SCENE ON WILLOW CREEK, NEAR MCLEOD.


