
DIAGNOSIS OF BIJAIN POWER.
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The Hon. vi. \V. Koss, Ministci of Kdiication f<ji' Ontario, occu|neil the Chair, and

calli'tl upon Kcv. Dr. Millij^an to opiii tlit- nu'ctini; with prayer.

H(!v. Dr. Mi!li<;aii olfurtil piayer, al'tcr which the foUowing cahloj^'rani \va.s reaii

from the National Union of Tcai-liors of lilnj,'lan(.l and Wah-s, now in .st'ssion in

Manchester, Kn<,Maii(l :
" Vour fellow iiieiiihcr.s of one profession and one Knipire send

greeting ami good will."

The ('halrnian delivered a short aildre.s-^, in which he eoiigratnlated the teachers

on the .splendid succe.ss of the nieiting,<, and then, with complimentary remarks, intro-

duced Colonel Uakei'.

>lon. Colonel Ikker, iMinister of I'Mncation, Hritish Colundiia, said :—We all owe

a deltt of gratitude to the Hon. Mr. Ross for having collected together, from all parts

of this great Dominion, such an important assendily of teachers and others wIk) are

interested in the e .lution of the human mind, in order that we may interchange can-

ideas, and, let ns ho] . advance our cause. We should hail with keen pleasure nny

organization which has for its etii'ct the hringing prominently hefore the public that

impoi'tant section of s<iciety, the ti'achers of our puhlic schools, because it is a class

which, from the very nature of its calling and the magnitude of its responsibilitii-s,

should connnanil our deepest respect and solicitude. The teachers of our public schools

are the human instruments which moidd the brains, and to a large extent the characters,

of the children who are placed under their charge. They are imlirectly arbiters of the

national character, and it is, therefore, ditKcult adetpiately to measure the amount of

honour and dignity which should be properly awarded to these architects of human

nature. 1 may mention as chief of their responsibilities the foice of example, which is

one of the most subtle f nd far-reaching forces which shape om social existence, ami we

cannot attach too nnich importance to it ; indeed, there are few of us who realize the

extraordinary power which is exercised over us by the example of tho.so liy whom we

may bi; surrounded. In illustration I may mention the common case of a man who is

accustomed to drink only at his meals, but who becomes thrown into the society of

others who take their drinks at odd times, when he gradually, and almost imperceptibly

to himself, drops into the .same habit—here then the force ot example grows hito a

force of habit, and when that is extended to a nundier of individuals it becomes a force

of custom which it is exceedingly dilficult to change; and so it is with every other

habit, and there is not one of us who is luiintiuenced by the nature of his surroundings.

But if this is the case with the adult, how nuich more so with young children,

whose brains are in a receptive state of growth, ready and eager to absorb impressions

from surrounding objects i*

Therefore it becomes the first duty of society so to order its educational system

that it may be enabled to select the most honourable, the most able, and the most

defined of its uullz as teachers of the young.
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