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fur liot the Khirt. Ever hi'iuh* llii' dis(.'((Vt'rv of <rol(l in f'liUfornia llu*

;il)lcsl inililar} eiif>iiioors of tlir Unit(>(l States have been ('ii;4ii<>'t'(l in

Hoarchiii}^ for a practicable' outlet in the Ivocky Momitaiiis, but not a

HiiiLrle \y.\sH has been detected for 1,000 nu'les south of the 4!)th

paralU'l less than (1,000 feet liigh. Ten years aj^o, wlieii Jefferson

J)avis was Scerelary of War, he said, "the only practicable route for

ra'lway coTnnrunicution between Kiv Atlantic and the I'aciiic coasts of

Nortli America is throu{>h the Hudson's Ikiy territory, on account of

the desert land from the north boundary of the United States to

the extreme south of Texas." In 18')S the Governor of ^Miimesota

also admitted that a " o;reat inter-oceanic comnumication is more

likely to be constructed through the Saskatchewan basin than across

the American desert." Depressions in the passes north of hit. 49*^

are generally manageable, numerous, and so well distributed us to

leave us at no loss in entering whatever portion (,f Britisli Colundiia

from noith to south we may desire. Captain I'lilliser takes notice

of eiglit passes,^ the altitudes of which were ineasured by him, the

Vermillion Pass, 4,944 feet high, being the most convenient of

ascent he had discovered. About three years after the explorations

c(m(luitt'd by thist gci'tleman, the Leather I'ass atti'ucted attention as

the most lav()uval)le for wheel conveyances and as requiring the least

expense for grading. It is situated in hit. o 1'^, is 400 or 000 feet

lowt>r than the Vennillion, and has a mean clear ascent of only from

ii\ to^^ feet in the whole distance i'voMi Fort Edmonton. It was

crossed in iS&.i by several parties of adventnrei's bound for the mines

of Ijritish C-olumbia, embracing more tlian t^wo hundred persons in all.

One of these companies travelled with one hundred and thirty cxcn

and seventy horses. From the lips ofmany of these emigrants I have

received nniform testimony to the clear and level aspect of the coiuitry

through M-liich they journeyed, and to the practicability of the Leather

Pass for railway purposes. From the description given by Viscount

Milton and Dr. Cheadle of their travels through the Hocky Moun-
tains, it will bo seen that these sublime heights,- covered with eternal

snows, are no longer invested to the traveller with repellent terrors.

His lordship and his friend thns write :
" From Red lliver to

Edmonton, about HOG miles, the road lies through a fertile and park-

like countr}', and an excellent cai"t trail already exists. From
Ednumton to Jasper Hcuse, a distance of about 400 miles, the

surface is slightly undulating From Jasper House to Tetc

Jaune's Cache—'the pass through the main ridge of the Rock}'^ Moun-
tains, about 100 or 120 miles in length—a wide break in the chain,

nmiiii);/ iicftr/// cast (uid icosf, offers a natural roadway, unobstructed

except by timber. The rivers, with the exception of the Athabasca

and the Eraser, are small and fordable, even at their highest. The

(1) Explorations, p. 14.


