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bi eausi- every one umild know that --uili a li.iison could tint last lonj,r and
there would he fear that tln' dilferenee of opinion amonjr Canadians
would lead to .i eivil w.ir. The Canadian people would have to contribute

their share of tin- cost of tlu' uUernational parlianietit in addition to niam-

tainint,' their own Dominion I'arliament and the I'lovincial le^,Mslature.s.

They could imt expect to i^reall)- i-xtend their forei-n trade, for the Mrit-

ish representative- m various cpiarters of the world would he slow to a^->ist

a piople who discriminated a.L;ainst (Ireal Mritaui in lavor of the United
States, and C.mad.i could not allord to in.iintain a fom^rn diploniatii- ami
consular service of her own. liuhed, in Dniir to carr\ on the Ciovermnent

of the country and meet its obli'^'ation><. ii uduIiI \n- necessar\ to resort to

diri'ct taxation to raise about fifteen million dollars of revenue, !o->t by the

abolition of the customs ho ses alon^ the Canadian-American boundary.

Heavily taxed, sufferin^^ from ! , of tradi-. and desjii'^cd .dike by Ihiti^h

.iiul Americans on .iccount of liieir dependent position and the sal' of

their birthri<„dit. < anadiaiw . mill very six v\ isli to end tlu; liaison. Hut

tin- only endin;^ tli.it tli'- c niteil Stat ;.> could ii.^ree to would be annexa-

tion, and to th.it the maioriiy .;f , anadians wouUI not be disposed to con-

sent. Although the)' would \>c themselves to blame for their misfortiim-s.

there would be a strong disposition to charge the .Americans with haviiii;

cheated them. < )ne party would favor mnex.ition, the other would

bitterly op])ose it, and civil war wouKl be the usull. The United Slates

would have no choice in the maltir. To save tlu- republic the cotupiest

of 'anada would he necess.ir)', .md, although the ('anadians would be

ilivided a<4ainst themselves, ;md could not expert any assist;ince from

(ireat Britain after discriminatin",^ against tli.it count r\- in f.ivor of the

United States, they would not submit until tlu- coun'ry was ovi-rrun by

American soldiers. If the United St.ites wa;^ed war against (".inada before

the form.ition of such a liaison the C.inadian people would be united

af^ainst the inv.iders and have the British to back them, while b\' persu.sd-

ini.; them to adopt commercial iinio!i tlie\- could be set .i^ainst each other

and cut off from RnL;land ; but surel\' the .American people are too j.Tener-

ous to wish to take their neighbors at such .i disadvant.i^e. Tliey would

be obli^'ed to do so in self-defense if the liaison were formed, but they are

too sensible to enter into an .irr.iiv^ement which would result in tliat way.

Let us have no halfway measures. In favor of honorable, voluntary

annexation some very strong arguments can be adduced if we accept Mr.

Goldwin Smith's >,iap, but not one sensible reason can be given for a

Can.idian-American liaison which, while c.iusing an extraordinary growth

for a few years in the American cities at or near the Canatlian boundary.


