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regarded him as a hero and a martyr who had been sacrificed to Orange

prejudice. Possibly an explanation may be found in the fact that Riel

put the Orangeman Scott to death during the first rebellion, and they

believed that the Orangemen were demanding his execution on thai

account, although there is no evidence that the Orangemen interfered in

the matter in any way. The Riel agitation was merely an ebullition of

feeling which was soon worked off by a little speech-making, a number
of hot editorials, and the burning of a few effigies. Everything is moving
smoothly now.

There is no reason to suppose that absorption of the French-Canadians

would follow annexation. Politically, Canada is more of a consolidation

than a federation, the prerogatives of the Provincial legislatures being much
more limited than those of the State legislatures, so that the powers of the

French majority in Quebec province would be greatly increased by annexa-

tion, although their influence in the P'ederal Congress might not be so great

as at Ottawa. In those New England towns where French-Canadians are

numerically strong they maintain the same policy of isolation as in Canada.

W'liere they are numerically weak they become Anglicized as readily in one

country as in the other. French-Canadians are absorbed as quickly in

Toronto as in Detroit or Buffalo. English, Scotch, Germans and Irish inter-

mix as freely in Canada as in the United States, and some of the most

enthusiastic Dominionists are Irish-Canadians.

Canada is not a paradise, nor will it ever be It has its peculiar troubles

as other countries have, but nowhere else are prosperity and liberty with-

out lirense more general, and in no country are the laws more wisely ad-

ministered. The standard of the judiciary is very high, lynch law is never

heard of, even in the new settlements, and divorces are almost unknown.

American sketches of Canadian life are almost always taken from the most

unprogressive towns of Quebec province, which are no more representative

of Canada than the smaller towns of Louisiania or Alabama are typical

of the United States. Quebec province, as a whole, is certainly behind the

age, but it occupies only a small space on the map of Canada.

Doctor Bender is altogether wrong in saying that " however sore the

feeling of any race minority, and however apprehensive as to possible

aggression or injustice, in future, by the majority, the kindred and sym-

pathizing majority of no other province can help it ; each province, which

means each majority, is entirely independent of all the rest in regard to

local and municipal affairs." The fact is, that every act passed by the

Provincial legislatures must be submitted to the Dominion ministry before

it becomes law, and may be vetoed at an>' time within a year of its pas-


