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cation with tlie Pag8ania(|uotl<ly rogion, and also (by way of Sdioodic

lakes and IVlacliias river) with MachiuH port. Another portage foinicrly

much used hy the Indians and their Kicnch allic'S, was that from the

hiiger Cheputnaticook lake to the river Mattawa.iikeag, an eastern

hnineh of the Penohscot. From the Penobscot waters there is but a

short portage to an eastern branch of the Kennebec. It will thus bo

seen than the rivers of ancient Acadia were nature's own highway for

1 the aboriginal inha'oitants.

The Indians iidiabjting the region from the river St. John to tlie

Kenncibec are all Malisoets, an i although there exist some local peeulinr-

ities of dialect, they readily understand each other, and are practically

one people. The word Maliseet is derived from Mal-l-see-ji/,; which

means '* he speaks badly." The name is said to have been apjilied to

the St. John river Indians, and those to the westward by the iMieniacs.

The writer of tl»is paper was informed not long sincf; by the Cliief of the
* Indians at Folly Point, on the Petitcodiac, that to the ordinary Micmac
. of today, the Maliseet dialect is ((uite unintelligible. Among the St.

John river Indians there is a tradition that the Micmacs and iMaliseets

were originally one people ; the latter, to quote the words of one of their

tribe, •' went off by themselves and picked up their own language,"

which the Micmacs regarded as " broken language," and so gave to them

tlio name of Maliseet.

In early times the three principal villages of the Maliseets of Acadia

were Nurantsouak, on the Kennebec ; Panngamsdc, on the Penobscot,

and Medoctec, on the St. Jolui. It was not until after the establishment

of the French at St. Anne's point (now Frcdericton), that the Indian

village of Aukpacjue became of equal impoi tance with that of Medoctec.

The site of Fort INIedoctec was not at the mouth of Medoctec or Eel

river, but at a point on the west bank of the St. John, four miles above.

It guarded the eastern extremity of the famous portage, some tive miles

in length, by Avhich canoes were carried in order to avoid the rapids that

obstruct the lower twelve miles of Eel river. The village here was a

natural rendezvous whenever anything ot a warlike nature was afoot on

the St. John. It formed a midway station between the great French

stronghold at Quebec, and the Acadian .settlements at the head of the

Bay of Fundy, and it occupied a similar position as regavds the Mada-

waska Indian village en the upjter St. John, and Villebon's fort at the

Naslnvaak. Westward, as we have just shown, there was ready means

of communication with Penobscot and Kennebec, Machias and Pas-

saraaquoddy. But Medoctec in early days possessed many local


