
STAGING A PLAY OF SHAKESPEARE

The plays of Shakespeare were written to be acted,

and they are much more effective when put upon the
stage than when merely read in class. In some schools,

where there is a large staff and a large number of students
and a good auditorium, it is possible to stage a complete
play; and even in the smaller schools individual scenes
may be put on with very little outlay for costume or
scenery.

The simplest form of dramatic production consists

merely in reading or reciting single scenes from a play
of Shakespeare before the class, without special costumes
or scenery, during the lesson period; and an occasional

period spent in this way is a pleasing variation from the
routine of class work. But needless to say, before any
attempt is made to act scenes from the play in this way,
they must be studied in class. The teacher, in this case,

assigns the parts beforehand; the pupils learn the
speeches and study how they should be s- )ken, and
one or two practices are held after school hours to make
the acting run smoothly. Sometimes two casta are chosen
for the same scene, and it is a matter of livalry to see
which group of actors can produce the scene more
effectively.


