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oyster larva can Im' coiiv fiii<Mitl> nlitaiiicd liy a i>laiikti>ii

iH't carries witli it tin- |(n->iliility ..t" a i-raetiral a|>iili<"i

tiori "f int'stiinahlf \aliif in tln' cnltiirf n{ ov-tcrs. From

t!ic time ill' the caily l{"!i!ai! KiMpii-' it lia^ li,..'ii kiiDwn

that nvstcr si)at can sometimes lie ohtaiiicd on ropes,

anchors, jiiles of wliarves. stones, shells or other natural

or artificial ohjects in the ^ea. and some sort of methoil

of cnltMic has lonir hceii in use in many countries. At

times men have risen to exaite<l conceptions of the possi

hility «if findintr a i>racticaltle, safe and sure i-ictliod <»f

catchinir. retaininir, and rearing the younp spat. T i|Uott!

W'inslow to the effect that "'i'lioiisands of dollais would

]h' annually saveil hy ttie Connecticut oystermcn if tliey

could determine, with e\ en appro\imate accuracy, tin'

date when the attachment of llie younir ovstei' would

occur. Hundreds of thousands would he saved if they

Imtl any rdiaide method of detcrminiiii;' the prolmliilities

of tlie season." This is now possiide.

It is well known that oyster or other shells dried am?

whiteneti in tlie sun form the \cry hest oystercoileet(U-s

or cultch. To put these hack into the water liapha/ai'd

has often resulteil solely in the loss of all the lahor of

proj)aration. Iir cncu a few da\s the> ma\ become cov-

ei'ed wiflr a slimy coatiiiir which reiluces or' lari^ely

destroys their etliciency. The jioirrt is to he ahle to deter

mine with accuracy, f(U- each seasoir and for- e\'er-\ local-

ity, when o\ ster laiNM' are pieseirt in tlie water full-

iji'own and I'eady to settle as spat, so as not to run the

risk of losiiii^ ade(|uate value foi' the laboriously ]i|-e-

pared cultch. -V man instructed and (|ualilied in tho

method of taking plankton and in ideiitifvinu' oyster-

larva- can tell almost to a day when is the proper tinu' to

put out cultch so as to obtain an abundant and copious

sft of si)at. It is not enousjjh to know aiiout the time, or

to know tiio time for certain previous years, oi- to know

the averaii^c time.

Three methods are open to the expert: (1) Examina-

tion of tlie <renital orirans of adult oysters to determine
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