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iind, a U(H'k> after its publiration,

I recci\C(l a letter from an unknown out in the west,

which read something as foUows :

" My clear iM iend, I seen your good story and I

hked it tine. I think me and friend would better go

to Hritisli ('ohnnl)ia. ("onhl \-ou write me briefly,

gi\'en nie what information you think would be use-

ful about the country, describing in particular the

rivers, |;ike>. Ilora, fauna, and agricultural features of

the country, and anx tlnug e!>e that x'ou think would

interest fellers who was going out there to settle."

In reply, I wrote m\- friend that I'ritish Columbia,

if taken bodily and set down on the Atlantic sea-

board, would ha\-e one of its tips resting in Maine

and the other v\u\ would touch Kev West, I-"lorida,

and the w hole would reach as far west as Detroit,

Michig 'U : and that it- total area was just a shade

larger than ("urmany and Jaj)an combined, and

that of all of these ',io. square miles, there is

only about one in tw t ntythat hase\ er been seen by

a white mai" ; and that, with the exception of the

territory immediately adjacent to the lines of the

railroad, there was scarcely any })opulation at all

worth mentioning. I thought this information would

be a good and Fufiftcient excuse for not giving the

detailed reply which he had suggested. So much

then for the size of British Columbia, except to add


