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THE PROSPERITY OF CANADA.,

The publication of figures showing the value
of imports and exports fer the fiscal year end-
ing June 3oth last has drawn attention with
renewed emphasis to the wonderful prosperity
now prevailing throughout th: Dominion ot
Canada. The total value of the import and
export trade of the country amounted to S$314,~
317,338, exceeding the previous year by $36,~
827,673- The value of imports was $202,791.-
593, and of exports $211,639,286. The
statisticsshow aremarkable growth of Canadian
manufactures during the past six years, theiron
aud steel production alone increasing from
$10,000,000 in 1896 to over $28,000,000 last
year. The cement industry expanded from
$252,882 to $784,747 during the period men-
tioned.

The commercial and industrial development
of the country is expandiag at a rapid rate.

Manufacturing industries of all kinds are taxed
to their utmost capacity to meet the demand for
goods, and notwithstanding large extensions
during the past {ew years, orders are now on
the books of manufacturers which will keep the
mills and factories running for months o come.

The abundant harvest in Manitoba and the
Territorics assures a continuance of this pros-
perity throughout YWestern Canada for another
year at least. Returns for their crops will
cnable the farmers of the west to erect needed
buildings and to carry out the many improve-
ments which are required in the devclopment
of new territory. The mining and timber re-
sources of Canada are being developed in a
manner as never before. The railways have
this ycar found their supply of rolling stock
more inadequate than ever to move the micr-

tariff questions, but recognize that the country
ir. which the raw material is located holds the
whip hand.
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COST OF LABOR AND SUPPLIES.

The extraordinary wave of prosperity re-
ferred to in the above article is responsible in
part for an increased demand for human labor.
From all parts of the Dominion an urgent call
for laborers is heard. This condition has
affected lumbermen seriously, for it has teen
impossible to secure all the men required for
work in the woods thic winter. When work
is plentiful, as at present, the laborer who in
other times has been compelled to be idle in
the summer months while working in the
woods in winter, gives up the charm of the
woods anJd secks steady employment in other
branches of industry. It has been found
necessary, as a rtesult thereof, to employ
many inexperienced men who, until they
become accustomed to methods of lumbering,
do not render very efficient service.

In British Columbia, where logging opera-
ticns are carried on to seme extent throughout
the year, the scarcity of men for logging
operations has handicapped the mills all
summer, some of them being ob'iged to close
down for lack of a supply of timber. The
wages offcred there to white men range from
$2.350 t0 $3.30 a day, but even the maximum
figure has failed to command the services of
a sufficient number. The wages offered in
Ontario and the eastern provinces are un-
usually high—for some classes of workmen
higher than they have cver bees in the past.

The supplies required by lumbermen for
logging operations are relatively higher than
last year. Canned goods, especially tomatoes

which much consideration has been given, b
which has not as yet been satisfactorily solve

Some progress has been made in the dire
tion of reducing the quantity of waste mater;
The saws used to-day are much thinnsr 1,
those used ten years ago. Cuution is exercis
in sawing the logs, muaking the lumb.r
thicker than is actually required; and
sawyer who knows how to haudle a log s
to get the most out of it is always in deman

Occasionally is heard the complaint of ¢
theorist as to the wasteful methods of lum
ing. A little investigation would con
such persons that the wasic around sax m
has been reduced to the minimum, and tha
fur as is commercially practicable all mare.
is utilized. It should no: be forgoten i
material can only be worked up to the ex
that the returns therefrom are equal 10
greater than the expenditure for machize
and labor. Unless there is a profit asar
of the work the Jumberman is not likely to
vote his time to working up bi-products,
he disposes of his refuse at some expense
means of a burner is a condi.ion over which
has no control, as the amount of sawdast
other waste material siround o millis so
as to render its disposal in some mnaer
absolute necessity.

Lumbermen are not cntirely hopeless
some method will yet be found of prefit
working up the wastc of their mills. G
ally they scent to be getting nearer to
solution of the problem. A few years
Messrs. Edwards, Booth and Egs,
Ottawa, started a manufactory for this
pose under the auspices of Mr. Emens
chemist, and while it was not altege
successful, enough was accomplished tos



