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TUE PROSPERrrY 0F CANADA.
The publication of figures showing the value

of imports: and exports fcr the fiscal year end-
ing June 3 oth last has drawn attention with
renewed ernphasis to the wonderful prosperity
now prevailing throughout th-- Dominion o:
Canada. The total value of the import and
ex port trade of the country amlounted te $414,-
.5j7,358, excccdingé the prcvious year by $16,-
827,67.1. The value ofiniports was $202,79 i.-

ig95, and of experts S2xx,639,z86. The
slîatisticsshow arema.rible grow.ýthcf Canadiain
manufactures during the past six years. the ires
aud steel production ant incre.tsing fi-cm
Sio,ooo,eoo in i896 te ovcr7 $28,0oo,000 laSt

ycar. The cernent industry expanded fi-cm

$252,882 to $784,747 during the period men-
tioned.

The commercial and industrial development
of thc country is expanding at a rapid rate.
Ma.-nufacturing industries of alh kinds are taxcd
to théir utrnost capacity te meet the demnand for
goods, and noiviths!.Inding large extensions
during the past tew vcars, orders are now on
the bocks cf nia.nur.acturers which will kccp the
niills nd factcries running for monthb ze corne.

The abundant harvest iii Manitoba and tic
Tcr-itorics assures a continuarice of this pros-
perity throughouit "Vesterti Canada for anether
year at least. Rtncurns for ilhcir crops %vili
enable the farmecrs cf the west to cect needed
buildings and ta carry eut the ma.ny improvc-
nients which arc requi-cd in the devclcpnicnt
of ncw ter-itor>'. The mining and timber re-
sources cf Canada arc beir'g developed in a
mariner as neyer before. TIe railways have
this ycar found thcir suppiy of rolling stock
more inadlequatc than ever 10 moec the nxer-

chandise cf the country, andi are building new
cquipment lis speedify as possible.

The question suggests itself, are the pros-
pereus conditions of the present near an end,
andivwe are rcrninded thar iperiod.î cf prosperit>'
and depression have occurreti in the past at
regular cycles. But Canadians neeti litile fear
anything in the nature et serlous depression,
particularly for tht reason that tht development
cf Canada is yet in its infancy. Witte a terri-
tory large enough te accommodate tes timeq
as many people, andi with an abundance cf
saturai resources, al predictions cf a yet
wondrui nation seemn warrasted. We may
have a temporary lull in trade, but tht future
of Canada is likely te be graduai grcwth and
expansion. With tht greater development cf
the country ample scopt wîll ha prcvided for the
labors cf oui- young men, many cf whom now
migrate te tht Usited States in- ýearch cf a
larger fieldi.

Indicative cf future development are the
isvestments that are now beiaig mxade b>' United
States capitalists in Canadian tîmber limits.
Tht Internatienal Par-er Cornpany' own an im-
mense ai-ca cf timber land in Canada and are
constant>' adding Io thei- resources. Mort
recently C. P. Easien & Company, cf Albany,
have invaded Canadias territory by the purchase
cf timber limits in the Province of Quebec es-
timated to, contain over 3oo,coo,ooo fett cf pine
and spi-uce. A sîrnilarsîtep bas bees taken by
Stetson, Cutler & Company, cf Boston. Cap-
italists sucb as these are sot coscerned about.
tariff questions, but recognize that tht country
ir, which tht raw material is locateti holds tht
whip band.

COST 0F LABOR AND SUPPLIES
Tht extraordinary wave of prosperity re-

fer-ed te in tht above article is responsible in
part for an iscreased demand for human laber.
Fi-rn aIl parts of the Dominion an urgent cal!
for laborers is heard. This condition bas
affccted lumbermex seriously, for it bas becs
impossible te Eecurc al] the mes required for
work in the, woods ibis winter. When work
is plentiful, as at present, tht laborer who in
other times bas bee» compelltrd to be idlt in
tht siamner nior.ths white wcrkisg in tht
woods in winier, gives up the charm of tht
woods and secks steady empicyment in ether
branches of industuy. If has bees found
secessaay, as a resuit thereof, te employ
masy inexperienced mes who, until thty
become accustomed te methods of lurnbering,
do flot render very efficient service.

In British Columbia, wvhere logging opera-
ticns are carried on te somne extent througheut
the year, tht scarcity cf Men for logging
eperatiens bas handicapped tht rsills a!!
sumrun , some cf theni being ob'iged to cloe
down for lack cf a supply cf timber. The
wiges oflereti there te white men range fri-c
$2.5o te $3.5o a day, but eves tht maximum
figure bas failed te command the services of
a sufilcient number. Tht wages offered in
Ontario and the castern provinces are un-
usually high-for some classes cf workrnen
higher than they have cvcr bteea in the past.

The supplies requii-ed b>' Jumbermen fer
Iegging operatiens are relatively higher than
last ycar. Casseti goods, especially tomafees
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nsudgacorn, and raisins are higli -r, whereaî
sua, cutli.ts andi apples are cho;tper. Tiîre

bas been a .-. .nsiderable advance ;i or ,,
pork, the former being $2 and î. te $3~
per barre! higher ihan htst %, Tak.r.
ltîmhcring supplies as a whole, ti advaice i1
prices is probably equal to ton pt:. cent.

Tht scarcity cf labor andi cot oif jogging
operations is certain te affect the log pioluc.
tion cf the ceming wintcr. 0f course, %t,
the iilils cease operations andi IL hai-est in~
the North-West is gatliereti, tié suppjy e
labor iil be more abundant, but il w;fl not
be poçsible te make up cntirely for tht de
creased operations consequent upnnl theprsen
stringency in the labor mar-ket. AljtlîOuXh th,
lumber mar-ket is proverhially strong an~
likely te continue so for somne linie, we do no
anticipate that tht cut this winter wilî
unsually large.

DISPOSAL 0F VASTE PRoDUÇTr.
What is known as the waste product of sa

and shingle milis bas always lîeen a source
expense te lumbermen. In steani niills it i
p:%ssible to utilize a portion Off tht sawdu
and other waste as fuel, but tlhc balance mu
be disposed cf in sonie ther ailanner. %Vi
wate: power mitis the refuse is flot requIre
for fuel and is usually cosi;nimd by larg
burners erecîed for the purpoý;c at a consie
able cest. To finti Nome rncthod cf profita
utilazing the %vaste product is ai questiont
which much censideration bas been given, b
iwhich lias net as yet been s.-iisf.ictority salve

Some pragress bas been Madie in the dire
tien of reducing tht quantity of waste maie
The saws used to-day are nîuich thinner th
those used tes yenr.% Ugo. C:uîtion iq exerc.
iii sawisg tht logs, niakisig Ilic lumb.r
thicker than is actually rcquireJ. and it
savyer who knotws how Io bauffle a log so
te get tit Most eut of it ks :Ilvalw.y in dceman

Occasionally is heard the complaintort
theorist as te the wateful nîc'hodscjflum
ing. A littie investigatlion woultl ccrn%
such persons that the %vaste arcunti .çaw m
bas been reduced ta the aîiinirumn, and lial
fur as is commercially practicable al) maie
is uiilized. It should noz bc forgoîtri i
material cas enly bt wcrkcd up Io the elz
that the returns therefrom ire equal in
greater than the expenditure for mac ï-
and labor. Unless there is a profit as ai
cf the work the lumbermas is net likelv tao
vote his time te working up bi.products
he disposes of his refuse atI some expense
means cf a burner is a condi .ian cirer whkcb
has ne contrel, as the atlount cof sawda2st
other waste siaterial ;aroîîad a rnilI is so
as te rendier its disposaI iii somte inzne
absolute xtecessity.

Lumbermer are net entircly hapeless
some mtthod will Yet be fotind of profil
workîng up tht wastc cf tlicur nils. G
ally they scent te bc getting nearer Io
solution cf the problcnt. A few years
Messrs. Edwards, Booth and Egan,
Ottawa, started a m.ianîîf-clorY for ibis
pobc under the auspicres cf MIr. Eu.
chemist, and white it was not litgt
successful, enough wvas a-ccomplielled ta.
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