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Garnier was taken from Fort Ste. Marie and sent, with
Jogues and Pijart, in a westerly direction to the Petun,
or Tobacco nation, who dwelt on the peninsula lying
between Nottawasaga Bay and Lake Huron. But
the ill-success of both attempts showed that the time
was not yet ripe for extension. “Last year,” wrote
Jerome Lalemant in the Relation of 1641, ‘“‘we under-
took a mission to the Petuns, but we have deemed it
more expedient to concentrate our energies and not
His first visit continu.e our labors among those
to the Petuns  M°T® distant peoples until the nearer
tribes have been won over, more es-

pecially when we take into account the small number
of our men.” The only fruits reaped during Father
Garnier’s visit to the Petuns were the baptisms of a
few children and adults in danger of death. The mass
of the population resisted the grace so freely offered
to them; they accused the missionary of sorcery and
cruelly drove him away. But God did not allow his
faithful servant to go unavenged. ‘“The townof Ehwae,
| the principal town of the mission,” continued Jerome
? Lalemant, “whence Father Garnier had been driven y

last year, underwent every conceivable misfortune
before the close of the twelvemonth. Most of the
lodges were burned by the enemy three months later; <
many inhabitants died of hunger, cold and smallpox; ,
others perished in the waves, and numbers were taken
by the enemy. In fact, the matter appeared so extra-
ordinary that the captain of a neighboring village
could not help noticing it, and attributed the deso-
lation of the village to no other cause than the refusal
it made to hear the preachers of the Gospel last year.”




