
PREFACE

1
Ti;e present volume, ‘ A Chapter in the History 
of the Seven Years’ War covers only a year of 
history in a colony which contained at the time less 
than one hundred thousand Europeans. It would 
not be surprising if some reader were to ask whether 
a study in such detail was worth while. It may 
be said, however, that the Seven Years’ War is one 

of the most important struggles in the history of 
mankind, and that the topic of the present volume, 
the transfer of Canada from French to British 
sovereignty, was a vital event in the history of the 
British Empire. If only a small population was 

• directly affected, the issues were none the less far- 
reaching. The few French in North America in 
1760 have now multiplied into nearly three million 
people, scattered over both Canada and the United 
States. Already in 1760 they had developed their 
own type of social life ; they have since clung to 
it with great tenacity ; and to-day it is one of the 
factors in the life of Canada which cannot be ignored. 
Such a study seemed a necessary beginning for 
investigations in the later history of Canada on 
which the author has been engaged.


