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th6 piiWc. The condition of the mendicant

poor is always humiliating ; but when there is

a prefumption that the beggar's poverty has been

occafioned by his vices, his felicitations excite

little compaflion, and even his importunity ex-

torts but fcanty alms.

There is no other way of avoiding fuch

wretchednefs, but by avoiding the folly and ex-

travagance which produce it. fie it then your

fixed purpofe to a^ a rational and fober part.

Not that I would harden your hearts againft the

entrance of pity, or fhut your hands againft the

claims of diftrefs. Exercife compaflion and be-

neficence, only guide your affairs with difcretion.'

Live by principle, and prefcribe to yourfelves

an honourable economy. Cherilh no fuperflu-

ous defires, and incur no unneceflary expenfe,

that if accident or growing infirmities fhould dif-

iiblc you for fervice, it may be in your power to

retire to feme decent Ration, in which the laft

years of life may be ufeful and happy.

But here you will naturally rccolleft that

this is not the whole of the provifion which it

becomes you to make for the future. Melan-

choly and uncomfortable were the ftormy

voyage of human life, if it condu6led us to no

fafe haven of peace and of joy. But beyond this

Tea of trouble th-jre is a harbour of everlafting
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